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Let the Great World Spin, a novel by the American and Irish
writer Colum McCann, is set in New York on a summer day of
1974, a year tainted with deceit and death, gloom and grief of Wa-
tergate scandal and Vietnam War. The stunning sight of a mysteri-
ous man cheerfully walking and dancing on a tightrope suspended
between the twin towers of the newly dedicated World Trade Center
is a focal point to introduce a group of ordinary and disparate lives
of the low and lost in the City, including a street missionary, prosti-
tutes,, a nurse, young artists, a bartender, early computer hackers,
and mourning mothers of soldiers who died in the Vietnam War.
Woven together in delicacy, lyricism and changing narrative styles,
these stories of care and courage, pain and promise, isolated souls
longing for communication and redemption, form an intricate por-
trait of New York City in the 1970s, and a powerful allegory for the

nation of today.

Screening Committee of the Annual Best

Foreign Novels, 21st Century
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