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Let's practise English ‘%‘

(A) Language and Culture *

Three foreign gentlemen came up to a bus-stop in London.
About five minutes later the bus which they waited for came
along. They prepared to get on it. Suddenly there was a noise
‘behind them. People rushed on to the bus and tried to push
them out of the way. Someone shouted at them. The three
foreign gentlemen looked puzzled and embarrassed. No one
had told them about the British cr(ﬁ’lé‘o/r‘r?"of waiting for a bus is
that the first who arrives at the bus-stop is the first person to
get on the bus.

Learning the language of a country is not enough. One
should know as much as possible about the manners and
customs of different countries. E\You'll be surprised how different
they can be from your own\ For example, in India, people
consider it impolite to use”the left hand for passing food at
table. In many places you might see a person shaking his head
at another to express he is disagreeing, but in Bulgaria a shake
of the head means "Yes” and a nod "no”. In Europe it is quite
usual to your legs when sitting talking to someone, but in
Thailand, it Ts considered impolite.

Knowing about the customs of &%ffere_nt col
useful but also important to everyo ‘ :

Length: 217 ; -Reading Time:
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(B)l. Knowing about the manners and customs of different

countries ___

A. are as important as learning their nation languages

B. is as important as learning their languages

C. is not so important as learning their languages

D. is much more important than learning their languages
(bZ. Someone shouted at the three gentlemen just because

A. they are foreigners
B. they didn’t line up for their turn
C. they got the wrong bus
D. they didn’t buy tickets
(]7)3. Passing food at table _ in India.
A. with your right hand is impolite
B. with your both hands is good manners
C. with your left hand is polite
D. with your left hand is not a polite way

(h)ll. Nodding one’s head at another expresses _ in Bulgaria.
A. disagreement B. agreement
C. politeness D. impbliteness

(C)S. The passage tells us that one should know about _ of

different countries.
A. elther the language or the customs

(EERE]
1. puzzle ['paz(s
3. Bulgaria [bal'ge
4. Thailand ['taile
[ RiFEEE]
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Pay Special Attention to the Way
the Chinese Speak English

An American student studying in China found it difficult
to speak idiomatgcaglirlese. One day he asked his roommate who
was also learning Chinese.

"Sometimes I have the same problem. But from my personal
experience, I have noticed that you would sound more Chinese
the way the Chinese speak English. For example, ‘1 next vear will
from Beijing languages Institute graduate”.”

.
(B8) The Moon—the New

Land for Man * %

The next great land area that man hopes to Ecllgn/iz\e/ is the
moon. In size it is nearly equal to the area of North and South
America. However, it presents a hostile. environment. Temperatures
ranw +120 to -150 degrees Centigrade. There is no air, and
no wate ?,f
Today there is considerable scientific speculation about living
on the moon. When man will begin life on the moon surface, i
still not determined. But experts believe that coloniz;aﬁ :
take place in three steps. First, there will be increasing periods
of exploration with temporary, shelte These periods will be
followed by longer stays with E %{  surface of the

moon and daily necessities brouéht

themselves.

be foupded.

ill be to stay alive. They

uge es to prodﬂce food and
er this is don the settlers will

have time to explore the possbilities of | -flopment

and to make discoveries important to scie harz

The characteristics

Finally, colonies that are self-su

will have to plant crops und
oxygen and find water sou
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of the moon that make it bad for human stayin plive may make
it ideal for certain kinds of manufacturing. Ope%%t s requiring a
all bearings,

vacuum or extreme cold are examples. Precisi
industrial diamonds might be produced on the moon.

Length: 228 Total Reading Time: ____
Words Per Minute: ____ %Comprehension:
[ RiEE=E )

FEBS BB W , — S0 0 A B K 23, 765 40 M BT U O 10 18k 27 A 2%
B8 BT A, HRXBNATH L H,
( )1. The area of the moon is
A. about the same as that of North and South America
B. larger than that of North and South America
C. equal to that of North and South America
D. far smaller than that of North and South America
( )2. The temperature on the moon can be as high as
A. -150T B. +270C C. +120T D. -30TC
( )3. According to this passage, the colonization of the moon
A. will soon be realized
B. can be done under the moon surface
C. is being experimented by many scientists
D. sounds entirely impossible
. To stay alive on the moon, the early settlers must first of

and water
. to science

industrial development
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B. all kinds of manufactured goods

C. medical operations D. commercial development
[ HiBEE)
1. colonize ['kolonaiz] v. 7 R
2. hostile ['hostail] adj. BRI, A K EFH
3. speculation [spekju'leif(o)n] n. &
4. shelter ['[elta(r)] n. IEEFAEFF 5. dome [doum] n. [BZTH
6. manufacturing [,meenju'feektforin] n. i3k
7. vacuum ['veekjuom] n. H %S
[ RiZEEE)
1. Youth is a blunder; manhood a struggle; old age a regret.
HHEEHFERA, PEEIA L, ZHEFEES .
2. The world is a ladder for some to get up and some down.

HEMmEE, AALHEAT,
3. The trgedy of life is not so much what men suffer, but what
they miss.
AENERAEFAZBZOH MEFAMNEL TH 4.
4. Nothing seek, nothing find. JoFr>RN THTF3K 1p5: 19389,
5. An energetic middle life is, I think, the only safe precursor
of a v@%%%y old age. FiAN : ¥ HERE I v 4F R 1 2 A
SPHH=E B ME— T EE UK .

(C) The Deserts of the W@g[]@] * %

The deserts of the world are not all cow
Many of them have surfaces of rock, 9
They are not flat, . ejther, they o
,@e&\ Ther:i\sqzome ‘plan:t
There ig little rain in the de},‘,L
most plants.

The deserts of the world are not live ] 4
live outside oasis, but these people are not fa

ligvéﬁi\i s)

with sand.

cIa;zz all stones.
often have higt and deep
in many parts of the desert.

es fall often enough for
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THESARARF68) [ G
g!gé[ts, d.onkeys, sheep, etc. These animals can live on the desert
plants and do not need much water. = ;

The people of the desert have to move conﬁantly from
place to place, they must always look for grass or desert plants
for their animals. They usually live in tents. When there is no more
food for their animals, they fold up their tents, pat them on their
camels and donkeys and move to another place. In good vears, when
there is not enough food for their animals, they trade their skins and
their goats and camel hairs with the people of ocases for wheat
and fruit. But in bad years, when there is not enough food for
their animals, the people of the desert’would attack the ocases people.
But they are also hospitable, no man inwtgggert would ever
refuse to give a stranger food and water.

Length: 235 Total Reading Time: ____
Words Per Minute: ____ %Comprehension:
[ RiZE=)

NEFENRT IR AV EL R v i A A 3% 5
C)l. According to the passage, deserts are mostly made up of

A. clay  B. rock C.sand = D. stones
( p)Z. The underlined word "hospitable” has the meaning of being

A. brave
(6)3. In the de

B. cruel C. strange D. kind

CC&H. People live

A. only inside .
B. only outside the oases

*®
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C. both inside and outside the oases
D. in places with regular rainfalls

( A}S. From the passage we know that life

A. is hard in deserts

B. is happy in deserts

C. is impossible in deserts

D. in deserts in much better now

[FiBRE])

1. clay [klei] n. X5+ 2. oasis [ou'eisis] n. &Y
3. constantly ['konstontli] adv. AW 4. fold [fould] v. 7B

5. hospitable ['hospitab(o)l] adj. 7%, #15 B 2 kY

(RREEHE]
1.

1, ‘Q,
To youth I have but three words of /cg%x%sel/—work, work,

and work. ——Bismarck

XEE, BHEERE =ZME—IE, TE, T,

—(E s &

Will, work and wait are the pyramidal cornerstones for success.
——Pasteur

BRI FRERYN=ABHNER. —EIE
Work banishes those three great Ié'v”é boredom, vice and
poverty. ——Voltaire
TAE#EH =N - T FE TR IS5 o —IBIRIR %

. The best preparation for good work tomorro'i is to do good

work today. ert Hubbard

AAEBIR I ARG, %ﬁi‘é@?ﬁ%

2

@) Let's
"Thank You" a
People in America like to say ”°

0

when others help



THRESRREFAR) Comnn
them or say something kind to them. People of many other
countries do so, too. It is a very good habit and it is good manners.

You should say "Thank you” when someone passes you the
salt on the table, or opens the door for you, or says you have
done your work well.

"Thank you” is used not only between friends but also
between parents and children, brothers and sisters, husbands and
wives.

"Excuse me” is another useful short sentence. When you hear
someone say so behind you, you know somebody wants to walk
past you without touching you.

It’s not polite to interrupt others when they are talking. If
you want to speak to one of them, say "Excuse me” first, and
then begin talking. You should also do so when you want to
make any noise before others.

Let’s all learn to say "Thank you” and "Excuse me.”

Length: 161 Total Reading Time:
Words Per Minute: %Comprehension:
[ RiEEE )

AN T de# AR A" Thank you”#l”"Excuse me” i {if
AEBRMERS S, MIFENERSSHIMER,
( )}. ____ like to say "Thank you” and "Excuse me”.

A. People in many countries
nerican people
ople outsﬁe Chma

D. All the people in WO
(HZ.”You should say "Thar you when

A. you have made ‘nnstake

B. someone opens the door for you

C. you pass the salt to others on the table

D. you wapg'ta cough before others
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(@3. If you want to walk past somebody without touching him, you'd

bettersay Lt il
A. Hello B. How do you do
C. Excuse me D. Don’t move
(Dll. When you hear others say your handwriting is excellent, you
should say " ”.
A. Excuse me B. I'm very sorry
C. How about yours D. Thank you

(A)s. Which of the following is TRUE?
N People say "Thank you ” among family members and
between friends.
B. We don't say "Excuse me” in daytime.
C. People say "Excuse me” only between brothers and sisters.
D. If you want to make any noise before others, you should
say "Thank you”.
[ FiBRE])
interrupt [inta'rapt] v. Hilf; &K, B ITEIGIARIE); T
[ RiEBXEE)
One rich women said to another,
"It is shameful. Everyone is dishonest.”
"Why do you think that? "
"Today my husband dismissed his cashie%”%. ,
"Why? "
"He stole $100 from the till. ”%ﬁ" T RAE M
"How did your husband dlscoue
"Because there was $200 mi:
my husband that I had on
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(E) Hobbles Are of Great

Importance * % %

A hobby can be almost anything a person likes to in his
spare time. Hobbyists raise pets, build model ships, \ﬁé\’g skets,
watch birds, hunt animals, climb mountains, raise flowers, fish, ski,
skate and swim. Hobbyists also paint pictures, attend concerts and
play, and perform on musical instruments. They collect everything
from books to Butferties and from shells to stamps.

People take up hobbies because those activities offer enjoyment,
friendship, knowledge, and relaxation. Sometimes they even give
financial profit. Hobbies help people relax after periods of hard
work, and e a balance between work and play. Hobbies also
offer mtermc’cwjm‘%ﬁ;d. Anyone,
rich or poor, old or young, sick or well, can follow a satisfying
hobby, regardless of his age, position or income.

Hobbies can help a person’s men d physical health.
Doctors have found that hobbies arv\ral%ﬁ helping patients
%S@kcover from physical or mental ﬂm give bedridden kﬁﬁ@
or wheel-chair patients something to do, and provide inferests that
keep them from thinking about themselves. Many hospitals treat
patients by having them take up interesting hobbies of pastimes. )ﬁ&ﬁg

In early times, most people were too busy making a living
to have many hobbies. But some persons who had spare time
bies./The ancie: Egyptlans played games with balls

P today have more time than ever

before for hobbies. _‘

* Machines have redu ed the amount of time they must spend
on their jobs. Hobbie& s ovxdeua ty for workers who do the
same unchanging tasks all day long™*
than ever befor-‘e,_;. c “

*"More people are retiring
d at an earlier age. Those who have

s




