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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its

publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been

awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.
Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fairy Tales, and hope that you like it.

A fairy tale is a fictitious story marked with strong imaginétive colour.
Its subject matter accords closely with children’s modes of thinking. It can
inspire your mind, widen your vision and kindle your rich imagination.

The set includes representative works of the world’s famous fairy tale
writers and works that have had a great influence on the world. It consists
of sixty works, including eleven fairy tales by Chinese writers, and is
collected in twelve volumes. It is arranged according to the history of the
development of world fairy tales.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and in English and offers good
reading materials for English learners. At the same time, it can help
remove the language barriers for our little friends all over the world. We
have invited Mr. Thomas McClellan from Edinburgh University to be the
general editor of the translations. He has worked very seriously and
earnestly to ensure the accuracy of the translations in the books. For this,
we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011
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Once upon a time, there lived in a village two men both named Claus. In
order to tell them apart,people called the man with four horses Big Claus and
the man with only one horse Little Claus.
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Every day Little Claus ploughed for Big Claus. He had to lend Big Claus
his own horse, too. Big Claus only let his own horses work for Little Claus one
day a week.
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One day, Little Claus yoked the five horses to the plough, as if they were all
his. He whipped happily over them, shouting,“Come on, my horses!”
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Big Claus was most upset when he heard this. “T’11 knock off your horse’s

head if you dare shout like that again, "he threatened.
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People were passing the fields on their way to church. Little Claus was
happy and shouted again. Big Claus picked up a horse-tethering stick and killed
Little Claus’ only horse on the spot.
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“Now I have no horse at all!”Little Claus cried sadly. Then he skinned the
horse and dried the hide in the air. He put it into a sack, and carried it to town to
sell.
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He lost his way in a big dark forest. It was gétting dark. What should he do?
Suddenly he saw a farm house by the road with light coming through the chinks
of the closed shutters.
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Little Claus knocked at the door and it opened. On hearing his request,
the farmer’s wife said,“My husband is out,so I can’t let anyone stay over night
here. "Then she closed the door.
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Not far from the house was a big hay stack. And between it and the house
was a small thatched cottage with a flat roof. Little Claus looked up at the roof
and said to himself,“I may sleep there. ”
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Little Claus climbed onto the roof of the thatched cottage and lay down
comfortably. As the upper part of the shutters weren’t properly closed, he could
clearly see everything in the brightly lit house.
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Inside there was a large table covered with a cloth. On the table there were bottles
of wine, roast meat and a big dish of fish. At the table sat the farmer’s wife and the local
priest. She was pouring wine for the priest while he helped himself to the fish with a fork.
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“I wish I could have some!”said Little Claus to himself, stretching his neck
to look through the shutter. Just at that moment, the woman’s husband came rid-
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Hearing the farmer come back,the woman and the priest were quite fright-
ened. The woman told the priest to hide in a big chest in the corner. Then she
quickly hid the wine and food in the cooking stove.
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Little Claus saw all this from the roof and couldn’t help giving a sigh.
Hearing this, the farmer looked up and asked, “Who is on the roof? Why are you

sleeping there?”
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Little Claus told him that he had lost his way and wanted to stay here for
the night. The farmer agreed and invited him to eat with him. Very politely, the

woman gave them two big bowls of porridge.
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Little Chaus put his sack down beside his feet. He put his feet on the sack
and the hide gave out a creaking sound. The more he trampled on it, the louder

the noise became. '
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