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1 The Creation of the World

Genesis

In the beginning of creation,
when God made heaven and earth,
the earth was without form and void,
with darkness over the face of the
abyss, and a rmghty wind that swept
over the surface of tBe waters. God
said, ‘Let there be light’, and
there was light; and God saw that
the light was good, and he separated
light from darkness. He called the
light day, and the darkness night.
So evemng came, and moming
came, the first day.

God said, ‘Let there be a vault
between the waters, to separate wa-
ter from water.” So God made the
vault, and separated the water under
the vault from the water above it,
and so it was; and God called the
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vault heaven. Evening came, and
momning came, a second day.

God said, ‘Let the waters un-
der heaven be gathered into one
place, so that dry land may ap-
pear’ ; and so it was. God called the
dry land earth, and the gathering of
the waters he called seas; and God
saw that it was good. Then God
said, ‘Let the earth produce fresh
growth, let there be on the earth
plants bearing seed, fruit — trees
bearing fruit each with seed accord-
ing to its kind.’ So it was; the earth
yielded fresh growth, plants bearing
seed according to their kind and
trees bearing fruit each with seed ac-
cording to its kind; and God saw
that it was good. Evening came, and
moming came, a third day.

God said, ‘lLet there be lights
in the vault of heaven to separate

day from night, and let them serve
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as signs both for festivals and for
seasons and years. Let them also
shine in the vault of heaven to give
light on earth.’ So it was; God
made the two great lights, the
greater to govern the day and the
lesser to govern the night; and with
them he made the stars. God put
these lights in the vault of heaven to
give lighi on earth, to govern day
and night, and to éepmate light from
darkness; and God saw that it was
good. Evening came, and moming
came, a fourth day.

God said, ‘Let the waters teem
with countless living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across
the vault of heaven.’ God then cre-
ated the great sea — monsters and all
living creatures that move and swarm
in the waters, according to their
kind, and every kind of bird; and
God saw that it was good. So he
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blessed them and said, ‘ Be fruitful
and increase, fill the waters of the
seas; and let the birds increase on
land.’ Fvening came, and moming
came, a fifth day.

God said, ‘Let the earth bring
forth living creatures, according to
their kind: caitle, reptiles, and
wild animals, all according to their
kind.” So it was; God made wild
animals, cattle, and all reptiles,
each according to its kind; and he
saw that it was good. Then God
said, ‘Let us make man in our im-
age and likeness to rule the fish in
the sea, the birds of heaven, the
cattle, all wild animals on earth,
and all reptiles that crawl upon the
earth.” So God created man in his
own image; in the image of God he
created him; male and female he
created them. God blessed them and
said to them, °Be fruitful and in-
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crease, fill the earth and subdue it,
rule over the fish in the sea, the
birds of heaven, and every living
thing that moves upon the earth.’
.God also said, ‘I give you all plants
that bear seed everywhere on earth,
and every tree bearing fruit which
yields seed: they shall be yours for
food. All green plants I give for food
to the wild animals, to all the birds
of heaven, and to all repiiles on
earth, every living creature.’ So it
was; and God saw all that he had
7 it was very good.

Evening came, and moming came,

made, and
a sixth day.

Thus heaven and earth were
completed with all their mighty
throng. On the sixth day God com-
pleted all the work he had been do-
ing, and on the seventh day he
ceased from all his work. God
blessed the seventh day and made it
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holy, because on that day he ceased
from all the work he had set himself
to do.

This is the story of the making X BE R b T K Rt A
of heaven and earth when they were | ¥,

created.
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" 2 The Beginnings of History
Genesis

When the Lord God made earth
and heaven, there was neither shrub
nor plant growing wild upon the
earth, because the Lord God had
sent no rain on the earth; nor was
there arlly man to till the ground. A
flood used to rise out of the earth
and water all the surface of the
ground . Then the Lord God formed a
man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath
“of life. Thus the man became a liv-
ing creature. Then the Lord God
planted a garden in Eden away to the
east, and there he put the man
whom he had formed. The Lord God
made trees spring from the ground,
all trees pleasant to look at and good
for food; and in the middle of the
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garden he set the tree of life and the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.

There was a river flowing from
Eden to water the garden, and when
it left the garden it branched into
four streams. The name of the first
is Pishon, that is the river which en-
circles all the land of Havilah,
where the gold is. The gold of that
land is good; bdellium and cor-
nelians are also to be found there.
The name of the second river is Gi-
hon; this is the one which encircles
all the land of Cush. The name of
the third is Tigris; this is the river
which runs east of Asshur. The
fourth river is the Euphrates.

The Lord God took the man and
put him in the garden of Eden to till
it and care for it. He told the man,
*You may eat from every tree in the
garden, but not from the tree of the
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knowledge of good and evil; for on
the day that you eat from it, you will
certainly die.’ Then the Lord God
said, ‘It is not good for the man to
be alone. [ will provide a partner for
him.’” So God formed out of the
ground all the wild animals and all
the birds of heaven. He brought
them to the man to see what he
would call them, and whatever the
man called each living creature, that
was its name. Thus the man gave
names to all cattle, to the birds of
heaven, and to every wild animal;
but for the man himself no partner
had yet been found. And so the
Lord God put the man into a trance,
and while he slept, he took one of
his ribs and closed the flesh over the
place.. The Lord God then built up
the rib, which he had taken out of
the man, into a woman. He brought

her to the man, and the man said:
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‘Now this, at last—bone from
my bones,

flesh from my flesh! —

this shall be called woman,

for from man was this taken.’

That is why a man leaves his
father and mother and it united to
his wife, and the two become one
flesh. Now they were both naked,
the man and his wife, but they had
no feeling of shame towards one an-

other.
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