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Abstract ‘Lo

Abstract

At present, China’s new curriculum reform is entering a crucial period, in
which all kinds of deep-seated problems have been gradually exposed. It is urgent
for us to reflect on them philosophically, in pursuit of a more appropriate path to en-
sure steady development of curriculum reform.

As the subject of curriculum reform, we usually presuppose the absolute cer-
tainty, effectiveness and unquestionable existence of some assumptions, which are
hidden in the depths of the curriculum reform. Specifically, these assumptions, in-
cluding assumptions of knowledge, those of education and human nature, directly
affect how we view a curriculum and its reform, and what kind of action we should
take. Based on the distance to curriculum reform, these assumptions as a whole
show a deep and progressive relation; the assumption of human nature is the dee-
pest, followed by the assumption of education, the assumption of knowledge being in
a relatively surface. Being interrelated and affecting each other, they constitute a u-
nified whole, and become the conceptual basis of the curriculum reform. These as-
sumptions themselves are not always scientific and rational, so it is necessary to be
reflected and criticized deeply.

Curriculum reform is a limited reform. Human’ s rationality is limited, for it
is constrained by their social experience, knowledge and physical, psychological
level of development, and subject to the social environment of the times. Because of
this, it is impossible to take those difficulties or problems encountered in the process
of reform and various possible results caused by it into account fully. Also, they can
not develop the curriculum reform program or plans to cope with all the changes.
Curriculum reform involves in the interest of various subjects, and they will compete

or fight for it. However, the total interest is limited, so that reform can not be all
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profitable , and someone s interest in reform will suffer losses. If their losses can not
be compensated in long time, they will turn against the reform, so that the reform
will be difficult to carry on. The reform can not be part of man’ s will to do whatever
they like, and the interests of all parties should be considered as far as possible.
The damage to the interest losers must be reduced, at the same time, those profi-
teers should transfer part of their interests to the losers. The object of curriculum re-
form is the old shortcomings of curriculum, and its’ aim is to achieve the ideal cur-
riculum. But the old curriculum has great inertia, which can not be easily changed.
Real curriculum reform must be carried out on the basis of old reform and can not be
“overturned and started all over again” .

In curriculum reform, there are many complex relations, including the relation-
ship between theory and practice, internationalization and localization, form and
substance. These relations, if not be properly handled, will hinder the sustained de-
velopment of curriculum reform. Marxist philosophy should be the core of the theo-
retical basis of the new curriculum reform. Many other theories, such as multiple in-
telligence theory, constructivism theory, post-modern theory, and pragmatism theo-
ry, must be criticized and transformed by Marxist philosophy, so as to supplement
the whole theoretical framework. As a social practice, curriculum reform usually
does not follow the specialist or scholar’ s logic of theory, but follow its’ own practi-
cal logic. Theory can sometimes be alienated from practice , which makes it necessa-
1y to increase the interaction and conversion between the two. In the study of the
curriculum reform theory and practical experience abroad, there exists simple copy-
ing and direct transplanting, being lack of transformation fit to the national condi-
tions of China’ s localization. There are many “foggy” places exisiing in those im-
ported theories, where much careful study is needed, so as to sweep away the “fog”
and reveal its true face. The new curriculum reform has been superficial in some as-
pects. Being lack of much substantial content, the current reform would be very
hard to continue and go deeper. Accordingly, we must be patient and give reformers
more time.

The road of curriculum reform in the future is difficult and complicated. Curric-
ulum reform is not carried out in a vacuum, but in the complex relations in the soci-

ety, subject to a lot of practical conditions, so we must search for a compromise a-
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mong all kinds of relations. Compromise is not only a strategy, but also a kind of
wisdom. At the same time, compromise is the dialectics of reform. We must seek a
compromise between radicalism and conservatism, the ideal and the reality, top-
down and bottom-up in curriculum reform. In order to go into the future steadily,
curriculum reform should follow the basic principles-relevance, progressiveness and

justice, which are in fact a few standards for us to evaluate the curriculum reform.

Key Words: New Curriculum Reform; Philosophical Reflection
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