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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.
Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.
His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
. hot a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.
It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?
Who were Annie and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

CHEAT T ER 3

The Doones

o QQUESTIONS BEFORE REAGING *

T LORYA HOORE

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673,

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
BIEXE, —MEDRIBANBERHIT .

We left Tiverton early in the morning.
—RERTIGREFF T H24.

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses’ heads.
LRSS, RIBIEEEDLAERE,

They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
HIMMEARSE, FESSHR,

All the lands were owned by these two men, and
each received one half of the money got from
them.
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I was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time would come.
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A THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO

Introduction

Alexandre Dumas

There were two famous French writers, father and son, called
Alexandre Dumas. The one who wrote The Count of Monte
Cristo and very many other historical novels was Dumas pére,
the father. He was born in 1802. His father had been one of
Napoleon’s generals, but lost his post because of failure. When
he died in 1806, there was very little money left for his family,
so Alexandre’s school education was not of much value.

At the age of sixteen he became a clerk, and he was lucky,
after a time, to work for the Duke of Orleans. This work allowed
him time tc read a great deal. He became deeply interested in
the plays of Shakespeare and the historical novels of Sir Walter
Scott, and he himself began to write both plays and novels with
a background of historical fact. The exciting happenings in his
play Henri Ill et sa cour (“Henri lll and his court”), seen in Paris
in 1829, drew attention to the young writer. From then on,
Dumas was able to spend all his time writing.

He is most famous, of course, for his historical novels
(stories set in a real time in history). The Three Musketeers
(1844) began a number of novels that covered about fifty years
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I THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO

of French history in the seventeenth century. Several of them
have given us well-known films such as The Man in the Iron
Mask (from Le Vicomte de Bragelonne, 1848).

Another set of historical novels, the “Valois” novels, had as
background the sixteenth century in Europe.

In his own time, people spoke about Dumas’ employment
of other writers to help him with the very great number of
books he wrote, but modern students of French literature have
shown that most of the writing and all the stories were his own.

One reason for the very large number of books that came
from his pen was the life he led. He spent a lot of money and
enjoyed travel and adventure. One example of his love of
adventure is his joining Garibaldi in Sicily in 1860, in a part of
Garibaldi’s fight to make Italy into the “one great country” that
Faria dreams of in The Count of Monte Cristo.

The historical novels are nearly all long stories (we have
made this English book much shorter than Dumas’ novel in
French), but the reader is taken at a good speed from one
exciting moment to another. In modern times the novels have
become films, radio and television plays and stories.

Dumas died in France in 1870.

The time of the story

This is a historical novel although the years of the action are in
Dumas’ own lifetime. The action begins in 1815, and the book
appeared in 1844. In 1814, Napoleon had been sent to the
island of Elba. He had been beaten by the Russian winter in
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I THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO

1812, and then by armies twice as big as his own at Leipzig in
1813. The forces against him had taken Paris in March 1814,

Napoleon was not a prisoner on Elba, although he was not
allowed to leave the island. He controlled the government of
Elba and brought in a number of good changes.

The victorious allies, Prussia, Russia, Britain, Austria,
Sweden and some others, had brought back Bourbon kings to
rule France, but most of the French people were not pleased
with this arrangement. Napoleon knew about this feeling, and
in 1815 he decided to return to France. He landed at Cannes
on the first of March and moved through those parts of the
country where his friends were, gathering the soldiers of his old
armies as he went towards Paris. The king, Louis XVIII, left the
country, and Napoleon entered Paris on the twentieth of March,
beginning the “Hundred Days” which ended, after the battle of
Waterloo, in Napoleon’s being sent to the island of St Helena.

There is another historical person named in the book,
Caesar (Cesare) Borgia. He was one of a family from Valencia
in Spain (Spanish name: Borja) which became very powerful
in Italy. Caesar Borgia, born in 1475, was the son of Rodrigo
Borgia, who became Pope Alexander VI in 1492. As Faria’s story
in this book suggests, Caesar Borgia was ready to use any cruel
way, including poison, to gain riches and power. When Caesar’s
father died, the new pope, Julius II, put Caesar in prison, but he
escaped to Spain.
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