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A Brief Introduction

~ The present book attempts to explore the reasons for the
downfall of the Chu and the rising of the Han and foregrbund the
heroic lives of the founders of the Han Dynasty against the back-
~drop of turbulent wars between the Chu and the Han in Chinese
history. The founders of the Han Dynasty were Liu Bang and his
officials and generals, among which Zhang Liang, Xiao He, Han
Xin and Chen Ping were the most prolific. Zhang Liang’s strate-
gies, Xiao He’s administration, Han Xin’s military maneuver and
Chen Ping’s intelligence work were decisive factors in the success-
ful establishment of the West Han Dynasty. The contributions of
these four,together with the power of Liu Bang as the head of the
team ,were inextricably bound together. Because Liu Bang once
commented on Zhang,Xiao and Han on equal footing, these three
were dubbed the triad of the West Han Dynasty in Chinese histo-
ry.

The present book focuses on the life stories of the triad, with
reference to Chen Ping and Liu Bang. The biographies of the triad
will be narrated and commented in full , while the stories of the oth-
er two will be discussed in relation to those of the triad. With Liu
Bang’s life story as the common thread, the biographies of the triad
alternate in the whole bock and a separate chapter is devoted to the
life of Chen Ping. This arrangement in the present book corre-
sponds to order of the actual historical events.
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