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Introduction

In this unit, you will:

« Learn how to greet people and talk about yourself.

« Learn about some famous musicians.

« Improve your listening, reading and writing abilities.

« Enhance your cultural awareness: Ways of greeting in different cultures



WY Lead-in

@ Here is a piece of music by Mozart. Do you know its title? Can you hum it? Write the title
of the music in the space provided.

.. Listen to the music above. Tell each other how you feel about it, using the words and
expressions in the box below when necessary.




‘Module 1 Learn to Talk A5mmmm

In this part, first you are going to learn how to greet and introduce people. Then you
are going to practise listening for some key information about Bach and Chopin.

@ John and Mary meet each other for the first time on campus. Listen to the
model dialogue, and underline the expressions of greetings and introductions.

John: Hi! I’'m John Smith.

Mary: How do you do, Mr. Smith. My name is Mary Brown.

John: But you can call me Johnnie. Can | call you Mary, Miss Brown?
Mary: Yes, please. It’s nice to meet you, Johnnie.

John: Nice to meet you, too.

Mary: I’'m a freshman here. What about you, Johnnie?

John: Me, too. | study music in the Academy of Arts at Chongging University.
Mary: That’s interesting.

John: What do you do, Mary?

Mary: I’m a student in Meishi Film Academy.

John: We are probably going to be in the same English class.

Mary: That would be great!

@ulture Tips: Addressing

&
- ®In China, the surname comes first and then the given name. E.g. £5%&

* In the West, the given name comes first and then the surname or family name. E.g.
John Smith.

® Men are addressed as Mr., married women as Mrs. before their husbands’ surnames,
and unmarried women as Miss. Ms. is addressed to women who are either married or
single.

e In an informal situation, westerners will introduce each other by the first name or the
given name, without titles.

e Faculty should be addressed using their title and last name. E.g. Professor Smith.

@' Practise the dialogue above with your partner, using the expressions in the

box below.

P setar Expressions !
Hello! / Hi! How are you? How do you do? 3
Good morning/ afternoon / evening! Pleased to meet you. f
(I’s ) Nice to meet you. Glad to meet you. j

A




O‘ Listen to the conversation among James, Wang Dong and Cathy from an English

class. Fill in the names of the speakers with the following pictures.

4 Listen again and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

(1) James is 28 years old.
2) James is from Britain.

(
(3) Cathy is married and has one child.
(
(

5) Wang Dong studies graphic arts.

)
)
)
4) Cathy has come to China to study Chinese painting.
)
)

(6) Wang Dong is Japanese.

%et‘ul Expressions and Patterns

“ Introducing yourself

Hi, I’'m Peter George.
My name is Rebecca Brown.
I’m called John.

* Talking about your major

| Pmanartstudent.

I major in music.

I study Chinese painting.

“ Talking about your interests

I’m interested in...
| enjoy playing the piano in my free time.
I like listening to pop music when I’m not studying.

 Asking about personal
information

Where do ydu come from?
Where do you live?
Do you have any brothers or sisters?

“ Asking about interests

What do you do in your free time?
Do you like sports / traveling?
What kind of movies / music do you like?




MUSICIANS

5 Go around the class, and try to get some information about your classmates with the
help of the expressions above.

lhe following sample may be useful for vou.

A: Hil My name’s...

B: Hello. I’'m... Nice to meet you.

A: Good to meet you, too. Could you tell me a little about yourself ?
B: Sure. What do you want to know?

A: Well, where were you born?

6 Introduce your new friend to the whole class with the help of the following expressions:

“I'd like to introduce... She was born in..., but she grew up in...”

Stories of Musicians

1 Do you know how to read the following proper names and words? Try to read them aloud.

Proper Names J

Johann Sebastian Bach Eisenach Germany

St. Thomas Church Leipzig Felix Mendelssohn
St. Matthew Passion Frédéric Chopin Warsaw

Poland Paris

Words

organist duke prince

director composer genius

keyboard instrument orchestra choir

concerto pianist patriotic



2 What do you know about the two musicians Bach and Chopin? Share your knowledge
with your partner.

1 Listen and answer the questions about Bach and Chopin. Check (V) the correct box.

(1) was born in Germany? O | O
(2) was Polish? O O
(3) was brought up by his older brother? O O
(4) gave his first concert at the age of eight? O O
(5) never went back to his motherland? U Ol
(6) held three major jobs in his life? J O U
(7) wrote all kinds of music for organ and 0 -
other keyboard instruments?
(8) died at the age of 39? ’ O O

2 Listen again and fill in the following table about the influence of family on Bach and
Chopin.

- Family influence

(1) His father was a

(2) He came from a long line of —over 300 years’

worth of Bachs all worked as

(3) His older brother was a organist.

His mother introduced him to the

Discuss the following questions in groups.

1 Does your family have an influence on you in learning art?

2 Who introduced you to music/painting/dancing...?



MUSICIANS
Module 2 Learn to Read,

In this part, you are going to read two passages about the musicians Beethoven
and Mozart respectively. After reading, you are going to practise your comprehension
and learn to use some English words and phrases.

%rm-up

® Communicate with other students about the questions.
(1) What do you know about Beethoven?

c .o

e SR T ST

(2) Do you listen to classical music? If so, which artists or pieces? If not, why?

(3) Great musicians are all geniuses. Do you agree or disagree? And why?

® Watch a video clip about Beethoven’s life, and then tell each other what you’ve
heard about the great composer.

* Consider the title of the reading passages below. Write down three questions that you
might expect to be answered by reading them.

e SRS T I TS T

Passage A

Life of Beethoven

udwig van Beethoven was born on December 16,
L 1770, in Bonn, Germany. His father, who was a

singer, was his first teacher. After a while, even
though he was still only a boy, Ludwig became a traveling
performer, and soon he was supporting his family. In his early
twenties Beethoven moved to Vienna, where he spent the rest
of his life and died on March 26, 1827.

Beethoven was one of the first composers to make a

living without being employed by the church or a member
of the nobility. At first, he was known as a brilliant pianist, but when he was around 30
years old Beethoven began going deaf. Even though he could no longer hear well enough
to play the piano, Beethoven composed some of his best music after he lost his hearing!
When he could no longer hide his handicap, Beethoven used notebooks in which visitors
could write what they wanted him to know, or equally ask what they wanted to know.
Here is an extract from his letter to his friend:
... For two years | have avoided almost all social gatherings because it is impossible

for me to say to people “I am deaf ”. If | belonged to any other profession it would be



easier, but in my profession it is a frightiul state.
Beethoven is considered one of the greatest musical geniuses who ever lived. He may be most

famous for his nine symphonies, but he also wrote many other kinds of music: chamber and choral
pieces, piano works, string quartets, and an opera.

. /lotes ®

1.Bonn VB, EE L HMBE, AT s,
CEERFRE T 212K, HESE B ] L3 1L 3 0 31 I 1
Mk, HOERALEEEL, Jsb EOhRmE

2. Vienna 4EthZ. BEHIFITAL, (RISt 2 SR 9N R
MZ—, REMFRKHBHBIG O, AT 2 HETHE,

o./lew Words o

performer /pa‘fo:ma/ n. REF
composer /kem'pauza(r)/ n. 1Bz
employ /1m'plor/ vt. JEfE; A
Anobility /nau'bilatr/ n. BiR: w5
brilliant /'brilisnt/ a. FHEH: WM
*handicap /'heendikeep/ n. 5K
*extract /'ekstraekt/ n. B R
Agathering /'geedarin/ n XE&
Afrightful /'frartfl/ a. FIMHK
genius /'dzi:nias/ n. K7
*symphony /'stmfeni/ n. AWK
chamber /'tfeimba(r)/ n. ENESE
Achoral /'ka:ral/ n. HERR; FHK
Aquartet /kwo:'tet/ n.  VHEZE (#); PUES (i)
opera /'Dpere/ n.  HRE

Ve B AT S A RRTE Ul 146 51 .

*Z#hrases *
after a while A, —2)1,
even though Bl A
make a living (by) A, Pleeeee S
be known as Wiz h
go deaf H A5 2
no longer A
be famous for PLeeeees %4



_—

e ¥ =3

I. Reading Comprehension

1 Global understanding

Answer the following questions.

(1) What is the passage mainly about?

(2) What is the author’s attitude toward Beethoven?

(3) How does the author show his respect for Beethoven?

2 Detailed understanding

Choose the best answers according to the passage.
(1) Beethoven became a great success because
A. he took great pains to learn music when he was very young
B. his father taught him music when he was a child
C. he became a traveling performer when he was still a boy
D. he grew up in Bonn, where people loved music
(2) In Beethoven’s time, most musicians made a living by performing for
A. the public B. the rich C. the poor D. the music fans
(3) By “when he could no longer hide his handicap (Para. 2) ”, the author means
A. Beethoven pretended to be deaf B. Beethoven recovered his hearing
C. his deafness was well known to the public  D. his deafness couldn’t be cured
(4) How did Beethoven communicate with other people when he was deaf ?
A. He used music. B. He used body language.
C. He just wrote letters. D. He used notebooks.
(5) In the extract from his letter, we can know that
A. Beethoven tried every means not to talk to other people
B. Beethoven felt it frightful to be deaf
C. Beethoven thought that a musician has to have good hearing
D. Beethoven wanted to change his profession

I1. Language Practice

17 Write a sentence by using each of the following phrases on the underlined space.

(1) after a while

(2) even though

(3) rinakeiar living

(4) no longer

(5) be famous for



COLLEGE ENGLISH FOR ART MAJORS 1

2 Identify the words or expressions which mark or indicate the time periods. Then think of

a similar word or expression which could replace each of them.

Words or expressioné indicating the
time periods

Similar words or expressions

Translate the following sentences, paying special attention to the coloured parts.

(1) employ
A. The school cafeteria ¢ mployved some students as part-time workers.
B. She all her free time in listening to classical music.
(2) extract
A. We read a few from 19th century novels.
B. Dyes of all colours can be ! from plants.
(3) brilliant
A. The sunshine made her blink.
B. He was a nt student when he was at college.
(4) Beethoven used notebooks i1 v hic! IE d write what they wanted him to know.
(5) In his early twenties Beethoven moved to Vienna, where he spent the rest of his lite and died on

Musical Genius: Mozart

olfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in 1756 in what is now
W Salzburg, Austria, and died in Vienna in 1791. One person

described Mozart as “a remarkably small man, very thin and

pale, and there is nothing special about him, giving no signs
of his genius except for his large intense eyes.”

Mozart’s father was a minor composer and an experienced teacher.
When Mozart’s sister was seven she began keyboard lessons with her
father while the three-year-old Mozart watched with fascination. At
age four Mozart himself began keyboard lessons playing without fault
and with great sensitivity. By age five, Mozart was composing short

10



