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_/,/ 1. The State of Marriage Today

Is there something seriously wrong with marriage today? During the past 50 years
the rate of divorce in the United States has exploded. almost 50% of the marriages end
in divorce now, and the evidence suggests it is going to get worse. If this trend
continues, it will lead to the breakup of the family, according to a spokesperson for the
National Family Association. Some futurists predict that in 100 years, the average
American will marry at least four times, and extramarital affairs will be even more
common than they are now.

But what are the reasons for this, and is the picture really so gloomy? The answer
to the first question is really quite simple: marriage is no longer the necessity it once
was. The institution of marriage has been based for years partly on economic need.
Women used to be economically dependent on their husbands as they usually didn’t have
jobs outside the home. But with the rising number of women in well-paying jobs, this is
no longer the case, so they don’t feel that they need to stay in a failing marriage.

In answer to the second question, the outlook may not be as pessimistic as it
seems. While the rate of divorce has risen, the rate of couples marrying has never
actually fallen very much, so marriage is still quite popular. In addition to this, many
couples now cchabit and don’t bother to marry. These couples are effectively married,
but they do not appear in either the marriage or divorce statistics. In fact, more than
50% of first marriages survive. The statistics are deceptive because there is a higher
number of divorces in second and third marriages than in first marriages.

So is marriage really an outdated institution? The fact that most people still get
married indicates that it isn’t. And it is also true that married couples have a healthier
life than single people: they suffer less from stress and its consequences, such as heart
problems, and married men generally consider themseives more contented than their
single counterparts. Perhaps the key is to find out what makes a successful marriage and
apply it to all of our relationships!

1. Which is true about the problem of marriage in the United States today?
A. Divorce leads to the breakup of the family.
B. Half of the married couples get divorced.
C. American people marry more than four times.
D.

More and more people are getting divorced.
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2. What does “this is no longer the case” in paragraph 2 mean?

A. It is not necessary to get married any more.
B. Women do not need a husband any longer.
C. Women are not economically dependant any more.
D. Many wives do well-paying jobs outside home now.
3. Why may the outlook of marriage not be as gloomy as it appears?
A. Many people still like to get married.
B. The rate of divorce has actually decreased.
C. Over 50% of the marriages continue to exist.
D. The statistics of divorce is not quite true.
4. How do people usually feel in their marriage life?
A. They are much healthier.
B. They feel no longer single.
C. They are more satisfied.
D. They suffer a lot less.
5. Which of the following about marriage is NOT mentioned in the passage?
A. There will be more relationships outside marriage.
B. Many people try to get married again after divorce.
C. Marriage has long been partly an economical need.
D.

It is a fact that most people choose to get married.

Wik R
divorce [di'vos] n. B cohabit [ kov'heebit] v. FE
evidence [ 'evidons] n. iFiE,# % effectively [i'fektivli] adv. SEFr L
futurist [ fjutfa'rist] n. Kk F X # statistics [sto'tistiks] 7. Zit, %1%k
explode [iks'ploud] v. ¥, EH K deceptive [di'septiv] adj. KBAY, WA K
predict [ pri'dikt] v. 5, #k, MR outdated [ jaut'deitid] adj. IHX 69, o B 69
extramarital [ ekstro'meerttal ] adj. #§ indicate ['indikeit] v. 38, 8K
S consequence [ 'konsikwons] n. &R, )5 R
gloomy ['glumi] adj. FH &% A; 4 AL contented [ kon'tentid] adj. ¥ 2 M, W
LR y=8: 0]
institution [insti'tju:fon] n. HIE,.JH counterpart [ 'kauntopatt] n. X} KA A (8
outlook ['autluk] n. JBH, & ' )

pessimistic [ pesi'mistik] adj. 3
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{( » 2, Excessive Demands on Young People

Being able to multitask is hailed by most people as a welcome skill, but not
according to a recent study which claims that young people between the ages of eight
and eighteen of the so-called Generation M are spending a considerable amount of their
time in fruitless efforts as they multitask. It argues that, in fact, these young people
are frittering away as much as half of their time again as they would if they performed
the very same tasks c;ne after the other.

Some young people are juggling an ever larger number of electronic devices as they
study. At the same time that they are working, young adults are also surfing on the
Internet, or sending out e-mails to their friends, and/or answering the telephone and
listening to music on their 1Pods or on another computer. As some new devices comes
along it too added to the list rather than replacing one of the existing devices.

Other research has indicated that this multitasking is even affecting the way
families themselves function as young people are too wrapped up in their own isolated
worlds to interact with the other people around them. They can no longer greet family
members when they enter the house nor can they eat at the family table.

All this electronic wizardry is supposedly also seriously affecting young people’s
performance at university and in the workplace. When asked about their perception of
the impact of modern gadgets on their performance of tasks, the overwhelming majority
of young people gave a favourable response.

The response from the academic and business worlds was not quite as positive. The
former feels that multitasking with electronic gadgets by children affects later
development of study skills, resulting in a decline in the quality of writing, for
example, because of the lack of concentration on task completion. They feel that many
undergraduates now urgently need remedial help with study skills. Similarly, employers
feel that young people entering the work force need to be taught all over again, as they
have become deskilled.

While all this may be true, it must be borne in mind that more and more is expected
of young people nowadays; in fact, too much. Praise rather than criticism is due in
respect of the way today’s youth are able to cope despite what the older generation
throw at them.

1. According to a recent study, what is probably true about the multitasking

Generation M?
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They are highly commended for being so effective and efficient.

They waste more time than they should save contrary to common assumptions.

o ®r

They should prioritize and focus on the most important tasks on hand.
D. They need to improve their organizational skills so as to complete all their tasks.
2. With the advent of new gadgets, what will happen to Generation M’s present
e-devices?
A. They make way for the latest and greatest and are retired by the young people.
B. They are put away temporarily but stay in rotation for their owners to choose
from.
C. They become part of the ever increasing collection of noveities.
D. They are either sold or traded so that their owners can update their toys and
hobbies.
3. How will multitasking affect Generation M adversely?
A. It makes them feel lonely and pitiful.
B. It makes them aloof and elusive to family and friends.
C. It makes them selfish and possessive.
D. It makes them impolite and ungrateful.
4. What is the biggest problem for multitask undergraduates in universities?
A. They should adjust their academic attitudes seriously.
B. They should seek psychological professionals for assistance.
C. They should take some crash courses to catch up with their classmates.
D. They should try harder to focus on one task before moving on to the next.
5. In dealing with today’s youth, what approach should parents take?
A. Be supportive and understanding.
B. Be realistic and lower their expectations
C. Be encouraging and let their children stick to their old habits.

D. Be patient and hope everything will work out just fine eventually.

R
excessive [ik'sesiv] adj. T L #), Hsb juggle ['dzagl] vt. 27, BT H
multitasking [ 'maltitaskin] vi. R B # 1T  electronic [iilek'tronik] adj. B, F (Z£) i

ENMEH surf [so:f ] vi. (R ) PR, 83, X%
hail [heil] vt. %45 indicate [ 'indikeit ] vt. FBH,¥5H
claim [ kleim | vt. A FR, LK affect [o'fekt | vt. B0
considerable [ kan'siderabl ] adj. #§ ¥4 KX isolated [ 'asoleitid ] adj. R 37 B9, 55t P&
i, X4 W %51

fritter [ frita] vt. ¥ $E, B #




