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This book is a Side Reader to be read with any
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ROBIN HOOD AND ALLAN-A-DALE

1. In Sherwood Forest

Robin Hood. Come here, Little John. Who is
that man over there? _

GLittle ]ohn I dont know. I can’t see his face
yct

Robin HOOd L] have never seen him before.
That's a fine coat he ‘i wearing.

Little John. Wait here, and I'll go and see if

he’s ‘a friend. If he isn’t, rn soon_get that

coat off him.

Robin Hood. Very well. T shall M
be ready to put an *arrow into him if he tries
to stop you.

Little John. If he’s a friend, I’ll bring him to
you. .

Robin Hood. Yes, do. 1°d like to speak to him,
(Little John comes back with the man walking by his
side.)

Little John. This is Robin Hood, the man whom
you have heard so much about.

Robin Hood. Yes, I'm Robin Hood. But who
are you? . e

Allan-a-dale. 1’'m called Allan-a-dale.

Robin Hood. Did you come here to see me?

Allan-a-dale. No, I'm walking through the forest
to the city.

Robin Hood. What arc you gomg to do in the
city, young man?

Allan-a-dale. I'm going there to be married.
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Little John. To be married? So that’s why you
have on such a fine coat.

Allan-a-dale. Yes. A man marries only once, and
that is the time for him to wear his best clothes.

Robin Hood. Yes, that is so. Well, young man,
I’'m glad that you are to be married, because now
Little John can’t take your fine coat away from you.

Allan-a-dale. 'Take my coat? I think not! I
have no other good one to be married in.

Robin Hood. If 1 had found that you were a
rich man, just going from one place to another, I'd
have taken your coat and your money too.

Allan-a-dale. - Maybe so, but before  you ‘could
have taken my coat and money, you would have
had to catch me and throw mc down. And I'm
not so quickly caught or thrown. I'm young and
strong, and a man on his way to be married.

Robin Hood. Well spoken, young man! Let’s be
friends. : :

Allan-a-dale. That’s what I want to be—a friend
of Robin Hood and Little John.

Little John. Come back this way some dav, and
we’ll see which 'is the stronger. LA

Allan-a-dale. T’ll gladly come back, but now I
must be going on to the city.

Robin Hood. T'm glad you came this way. If
at any time¢ you want us to help you, come to
this forest. We shall be here.

Allan-a-dale. Thank you, Robin Hood If ever
I want help, Fll come.
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“ILittle John. Bring your wife with you whcn

next you come this way.

 Allan-a-dale. 1 will. (He goes off on his uay to
the city.) :

Robin Hood.  There goes a man that T like. I
think he'll be happy, because he’s not' afraid of
peoplc.

2. The Next Day. In the Forest

Robin Hood. Look there, Little John! Who is
that coming?

Little John. 1It’s the voung man who was going
to be married.

Robin Hood. But where is his beautiful coat?

Little John. And why does he look so unhappy?

Robin Hood. Lcts ask him why he’s coming
back so soon. '

Little John. Alan-a-dalc. come this way. We
want to speak to you.

Allan-a-dale. Robin Huod and Littlle John !

Robin Hood. Yes, Allan-a~dale: Now tell us why
)ou re here. We thought you 'were to be marrlcd
in the city today. \

Allan-a-dale. And 1 thought 0, 00,

Little John.  Then why are vou here? Has the
girl run away from you? Y ' el

Allan-a-dale. No. Mary is at home. But her
{ather won't lct me marry her.

Little John. What did he say to you?

Allan-a-dale. He told me that I couldn’t marry
his daughter, because he wanted her to be mar-
ried to a rich old man in the city.
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Robin Hood. Did you see the girl?

Allan-a-dale. Yes. She doesn’t want
to marry the old man. Here, Little
John, you may have my fine coat.
I shall never want it now. And take
this *gold *ring too.
 Little John. 1 don’t want your
things, Allan-a-dale. Put your ring back again.

Allan-a-dale. But what can 1 do with the ring?
I was going to marry Mary with it. For seven
years I have worked to get enough money so that
we could be married, and now her father won’t
let me have Mary for my wife.

Robin Hood. When is she to be married?

Allan-a-dale. Today, at five, at her
home in the city.

Robin Hood. Then wc’ll go to see her
married.

Allan-a-dale. 1 won’t go. -

Little John. Yes, you will, if Robin
Hood says you are ‘to go.

Robin Hood. Come, Allan-a-dale,
come with us and we’ll help you. Little
John, go and tell my men to take their
*bows and arrows and go ' as quickly as
they can through the forest to the city.

Little John. Tl go at once.




3. In the City

" Robin Hood. Come along, Allan-a—da.lc Walk
quickly. It’s almost five. Have we far to go?
Allan-a-dale. No. We’re almost there. That’s the
house over there where Mary’s waiting to be
married.
Robin Hood.' You are to go in through the back
door and sit where no one can sec you. Little John

and I will call our men if we want them to help
us.’

“Allan-a-dale. Thank you, Robin Hood. Look,
there goes the old man now. He’s just going in.
Now I'll go to my place. ‘

Robin Hood: We must find Little John and my
men.

4. Imside the House -

Mary Father, why did you send . Aiian-a.—dalc
away?

Father " Becaiise hc hasn’t cnough *money. -

Mary. But I don’t want mopey. And I .don’t
want to be married to that old man. .

Father. Look, he’s coming into the room. Don’t
let him hear you say such things.

Old Man. Here 1 am, and how is pretty Mary?
We shall soon be married and you may have
everything you want,

Mary. ‘But 1 don’t want anything you can gnvc
me. .

Old Man. Don’t you want -a fine house and
new 'dresses? ‘ '

Mary. No. 1 want a small house in the country
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with Allan-a-dale. | .

Father. Mary, I don’t want you to speak to
me of Allan-a-dale. Who are these men coming
into the room? Who arc youp Speak. . .

-Robin Hood. My mnamc is Robin. Hood.

Old Man and Father. Robin Hood!

Robin llood And this is Little Iohn.

Father. What do you want here?

Robin Hood. 1 want to ask Mary something.
 Mary. What do you want to know?

Robin Hood. ) want to know which man you
love, Allan-a-dalc or this old man.

Mary. Allan-a-dale.

Robin  Hood. And “lnch of thesc men do you
want to marry

Mary. 1 want to marry Allan-adalc, but my
father has sent him away so that 1 shall never see
him again. -

“Robin Hood. Don’t (try,"l\{ziry.’ He is not falj

away. Little John, bring Allan-a-dale here.
8



. Father. No, no! She. shall not marry him.
 0Old Man. Mary is to marry #e.

Robin Hood.; No' more talk,; pleasc, or I shall
call my men and tell" them ta‘take you all mto
the forest. e R

0ld Man. Don’t do' that! Don’t do that!

_ Father.- What shall we do? Here comes Little
~ John back.

Robin Hood.  And Allan-a-dale" is with him.

Mary. Allan-a-dale ! You have come back for
me ! :

Allan-a-dale. Yes, Mary:. These kind friends have
come here to see that we are married today.

Robin Hood. And so you shall be. Old man,
give me all your money and those gold rings.

Old Man. Take them: all, Robin Hood, only
do not kill me.

Robin Hood. Here, Mary, take this money. The
old man gives it to youw' v

Allan-a-dale. How can we thank -you, Robin
}_\1{00(1, and you too, Little John? -

Little John. Just come back to the forest some
day so that we can find out which of us is the
stronger.

Robin Hood. Don’t thank me, Allan-a-dale and
Mary; I'm glad to help you. Any time you can
come to the forest, we shall be very happy to see
you. Now put on your line new. coat, Allan-a-dale.

Mary. We can never thank you enough. This
morning I was unhappy because 1 thought Allan-
a-dale was never to come back, and now you have
made me very, very happy.
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THE THREE VAIRY \PFLis

I. The King and his Daughter

.Oncé upon a time there lived a king wiio had
a beautiful daughter., The king, who was a very
old man, ofien looked at his daughter and thought,
1 am old now. I haven't long to live. Pd like
to see my beautiful daughter married before T die.’

~And xo one day he called his daughter to him
and said. - Daughter, T am an old man. When [
am dead, there will be no one to look after you.
Surely it would be a geod thing for vou to be
married.. 1 have sent word 1o "Prinee Robert to
come this day to the *palace. H- has long wanted

10



0 marry you. If you stand near the window - of
your room, you will see him.’ i

S < 2. Prince Rober:

=, %.1‘ *Princess . Rose, ‘the: king’s
TP cbeautiful daughter, -didn’t wish
i to marry Prince Robert because
she had heard that he was not

teil her father. She thought ir better.to wait until
she had secn the'prinee’s face. So she went to her
room and sat down by the window to wait. After
a litde time, she  heard  horscs coming up the
palace road. Then she, looked out of lLer window
to sce the faces of the riders. She saw the prince
at the head of his pien. He was an ugly man and
he kept hitting his horse as he rode. The ‘princess
knew by this that he wasn’t a good man,

The princess said to her servant, *Look wt Prince
Robert! He's not kind ' to his horse wned 1'm sure
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he’d not be kind to me. I don’t want to marry
him.’ | ‘
3. :An Unhappy Princess

_ When the princess heard the sound of ‘the horses
going down the palace road, she knew that Prince
Robert had left. Then she went to her father and
said, ¢ Father, I have seen Prince Robert. Please
do not make me marry him. If I _marry him, 1
shall be very unhappy. I think he is“a bad: man/

But her father said, ¢ You’re only a girl. You
don’t know if a man is good or bad.- I know
better than you, my daughter; and I wish you to
marry him.’. o : _

“The princess was very unhappy and went 10
her room.

4. The Three New Dresses

The next day the king sent for Princess Rose
to come to him. When she came, he asked, < When
will you marry Prince Robert?’ The princess
thought a little and said, ‘ Betore I marry him, you
must give me three new dresses. I want the first to
be a blue dress, made of the finest
*cloth, and upon it there must be birds _
prettily colored. The second must be
a green dress with all kinds' of beautiful flowers
on it. And the third must be the most beautiful
of all and made wholly of cloth of gold.’

The king sent at once for his servants and told
them to have the three dresses made just as the
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%'px'incess wanted . them.. The princess had hoped

- © that many days would go by before the dresses

3“werc ready. The servants had themn made within
.a few days because they knew the princess was

to be married. They hoped to please her and the
king bx havm(f tht‘m madc quickly.

5 1110 Princess, Runs Away 3

‘When - the' princess: saw the 'dresses, she knéw
that she would have to marry the prince within
a few days. Knowing that her father would' never
change, she planned to run away. That night she
took her three new dresses and was going quietly
through the garden ito run away when ‘she re-
membered three golden apples which a *fairy had
given her when she wasca ‘little girl. She ran‘ back
to her room to get these and then down ‘again
and.out of the palace. No one saw her go because
she had put on an old (hus which one of her
servants had given her.
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6. In a Far Country

She ran out of the city and started out on her
way to another country. For many days she walked,
until her feet began to hurt her so much that she
sat down and began.to cry. She was in a forest
at the time, sitting at the foot of a tree. Her
clothes were worn-out’and for two days she had
not been ableto find water to wash with. Soon
her eyes became slccpy ; and she slept in the
forest.

Early next morning she heard the sound. of
horses coming along the forest road. She - wanted
to run, because shc was afraid. Before she could
run, the horsemen had ridden up to her. No one
thought she was a princess.

7. Taken to a Kz’ng’s Palace

Onc of the horsemen jumped from his horse
and came up 1o her in a very kind way when
he saw she was afraid.

‘Tell. me who you arc, young woman, he said.

‘I am a poor.girl and a suangcr
- “And where do you live?’

‘My home is far away from hcre. But I can’t
go back to it!’

“ Then you must come along with us. We can
find a place for you among our servants. : .

‘ But who are you,. sir, that I should come wnh
you?’

Then the holscman told her that he was' the
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