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A Brief Introduction

A critical biography of Liu Zhiji includes two sections. The
first section relates Liu Zhiji s life, introduces his living times,
family history, life and academic successes with emphasis on his
motives, conditions, processes and successes of writing Shi Tong
(An overall view of chinese history). The second section com-
ments on his thoughts, especially the sources of his academic,
political and ethical thoughts, conception of history, methodolo-
gy, Shi Tongs thinking construction, theory of schools and styles
of chinese history, theory of Chinese historical composition, theo-
ry of historical materials, theory of the style of historical writing,
theory of historians accomplishment and the historical influences.
There are several new points of view in the book which is system-

atic and overall. At the end of the book is a chronological table.
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