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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that

readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your

relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fables. The set of books is the second in the series
The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children.
We hope you like it.

A fable is a short story meant to teach a moral lesson. It can
let people know how to live and avoid detours and setbacks. It has a
favourable receptlon among little friends for its short length, profound
lessons, lively stories, varied and specific figures and succinct language;
and what is more, it is also a helpful teaching material offered to parents.

The set selects three hundred and sixty-eight world fables including
seventy-seven fables by Chinese writers, and consists of more than 3,300
pictures. It is collected in ten volumes.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenijing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature and the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and English. It serves as a
good reading material for English learners. To ensure the accuracy
and standardization of the translation in the set, we have invited Miss
Elizabeth Wilson from Bowling Green State University, Ohio State of the
United states to be the general editor of the translations. For her hard

work, we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011
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A SWAN CARRIED A TURTLE
FE: EBHNE Selected from “The Old Book of
(IBZEmWEZ) Miscellaneous Metaphors” of India
BR: BFR Adapted by Yang Xinmin
BiE: B B Translated by Zhao Lu
%im: €788 Ilustrated by Jin Weichang

(1) 4, FAE T BEARTFET .

One year, there was a drought. Rivers and lakes dried up,and turtles could
not live.



(2)—F, Ck— AR, B THNBIL

One day, a big swan flew over and landed by a dry lake.

(3) BB EFORKR BRI RYHHT .

A turtle piteously entreated the big swan to carry him to some place with

enough food.



(4) KA T e VAo, € BT X2,

The big swan agreed. He carried the turtle with his mouth and flied up to
the sky.

(5) A= Pkl , PO, B —E M TS - X RA 2 407w

The turtle travelled in the sky and felt happy. He asked the swan again and
again:“What place is this?”



(6) KB, HIFEEE, TRR—KO, EEAX EET T X,

The big swan could not help answering him. But at the moment when he
opened his mouth, the turtle fell down from the sky.

(7) A SRR I T 2

A man picked up the turtle and made a good meal.
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A DECEIVED BRAHMAN
F¥E: (FE)4%& Written by Unknown (India)
BB R Adapted by Qiu Feng
¥ FER Translated by Li Guogiang
gim: NAE Ilustrated by Liu Kongxi

(1) ANEZ T#4E
BF— R aEe

=]
Abo

Once there was
a Brahman who
wanted to offer a
beast as oblation.



(2) flE— R
¥ EERMEEL,
BET =EAWT o

On his way home,
he came across three
~ swindlers.

(3) “BNAXEX R
AT =4 RT 1
i WT AN |
BB TR %

“Here’ s mutton
for us today. "Having
worked out a scheme,
they walked toward
the Brahman one by
one.
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The first swin-
dler walked over

/A and said to the dis-
7/l ciple:“The dog on
74 your shoulder looks

nice. "Then he left.

(5) BRBARN:
“HEHU, REA
sHABER L
g2 ”

The disciple felt
unhappy: “Nonsense!
How can I take a dog
on my shoulder?”



(6) X, AP
W FhE T HAER
B - MR, R i B
YFHRE "

At this time, the
other two swindlers
were in front of the
disciple:“Hey, how
ridiculous you are! ”

(7) B FEE R B

R, B 2R AR
%, R HEE %

¥, R EAHRC? "

The swindlers )\
continued:“With the

sacred beads,how
can you take a dog on
your shoulder? Does
that match? ”




