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Abstract

The Development Report of China’s Low Carbon Economy ( hereinafter called simply
the Report) is a series of studies on the theme of the low carbon economy, which is
published by the International Study of Low-Carbon Economy-co-founded by the
University of International Business and Economics and Japan’s Nagoya University on an
annual basis. And until this year, the Report was just two years old.

The Report of 2011 focused on the severity of global warming and the energy crisis ,
how to deal with climate change, sharing the foreign experience of new energy
development, studying economic theory, analysis, policy design of the low-carbon
economy, as well as sharing domestic and foreign experiences on low-carbon economy
development and low-carbon city construction. The first issue of the Report has been
well received by the public and the international community.

During the period of compiling the Report of 2012, the Chinese government
released the Twelfth Five-Year National Economic and Social Plan ( hereinafter the Tuwelfth
Five-Year Plan). We chose the subjects of “ green development” and “low-carbon
economy” as key words to evaluate the success and problems of energy conservation and
emission reduction during the period of the “Eleventh five-Year Plan”. At the same
time, we also read and interpret the green low-carbon development model
transformation and relevant indicators of the Tuwelfth Five-Year Plan, and forecast the
trends of energy, carbon emissions, environmental protection and economic
development. All of the above constitutes the first section.

Since the Copenhagen meeting, a lot of countries are actively developing the low
carbon economy, and speed their steps on the construction of the low-carbon city. In
China, the National Development and Reform Commission designated five provinces
and eight cities for pilot projects for developing low-carbon cities and low-carbon
industrial areas; some of the cities also cooperate with international agencies and foreign
low-carbon cities. These pilots projects and the development of low carbon cities have
made some achievements, and some have even done a better job than those abroad;
however, there are also some new problems. In the second section of the Report, we

have preliminary summarized the development experiences of low-carbon city
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Abstract (j

development and explore future development patterns and paths. In the third section,
we have shared the latest developments of foreign low-carbon cities, aiming at
exchanging experiences and learning best practice from others.

2011 is a noteworthy year because Japan suffered a big earthquake and nuclear spill.
Although the nuclear accident occurred in one country, and at one nuclear power plant,
it has triggered a worldwide panic, resulting in adjustment of national nuclear energy
programs and re-examination of energy policies, which will directly affect some of the
country’s commitment to carbon dioxide emission reduction, thereby affecting the
course of international climate negotiations. Thus, several special topics have been set up
in the fourth section of the Report. Scholars from the University of Tokyo, Nagoya
University , Kyoto University, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Kyushu University, and
some experts who had directly participated in making the recovery plan and energy
strategic adjustments with the Japanese government after the earthquake have been
invited to address and analyze these issues.

This report is characterized by its authority, depth, realism and forward-looking
perspective.

In terms of authority, each year a number of domestic and foreign well-known
experts and scholars, including members of the IPCC working groups, a founder of the
Club of Rome, the negotiators of United Nations International Climate Change
Conference, government policy makers, experts and scholars of low-carbon economy
are invited to prepare the Report. This year, we have invited scholars from Tsinghua
University, Tokyo University, the University of Heidelberg, the University of
Washington and other famous universities and research institutions, together with the
leading experts of the State Council Development Research Center, National
Development and Reform Commission, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Academy of
Social Sciences, etc. who were involved in discussing and drafting the Twelfth Five-Year
Plan. By using detailed statistical data, they have done a lot of authoritative analysis on
China’s economic growth, development planning, energy, carbon emissions and other
issues, which provided references for the study of the latest developments of China’s
economy and long-term trends.

In terms of depth, there are not only large amounts of data on experiences of low
carbon economy in various countries, but also detailed interpretation and analysis of
various issues from experts and scholars, all of which not only enables the reader to learn
professional knowledge and understand what is happening in the world, why these

things happen, and how we should respond, but also gives inspiration for making
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