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A Brief Introduction

Liu Ji is regarded as a well known thinker, militarist , states-
man,and writer. A great number of successors have mythologized
him. By contrast, the research on his life and work is scant. This
book is the first monograph to provide a comprehensive depiction
of Liu Ji’s life and analysis of his thought. Its character is three -
fold ;first, this study integrates textual criticism with and analysis
of ideas;second it combines a discussion of Liu Ji’s thought with
an account of his life,laying particular emphasis on commentary;
last, this treatise places the backdrop of Liu Ji’s times with in the
larger context of the culture of traditional thought in ancient China
and thus defines Liu Ji’s place in history. Moreover , through a de-
scription and discussion of Liu Ji’s life and thought are reflected
the principal features of the period of transition from the late Yuan
to the early Ming.
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