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A Brief Introduction

Tao Qian was a celebrated poet in Chinese history. Being the
pioneer of hermage poetry, his works had a farreaching influence
both in China and abroad.

As one of a series of books on the critique of Chinese think-
ers, we seek to comment both on the character and on the socie-
ty. By investigating the social economical and political change in
the Jin and Song dynasty and the corresponding academic trend,
also taking into consideration his family background and life expe-
rience,we intend to gain an overview of the outside environment
which had helped to develop his tﬁought, We also want to dis-
cuss,in a deeper sense,his view on nature and his life philoso-
phy. By studying the style and thinking in his poetry, we hope to
depict him as a simple, self-contented person who stuck to his be-
lief and acted accordingly. Finally, an overall evaluation of Tao

Qian’s thought will be presented.
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