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| THE JUNGLE BOOK

Introduction

Rudyard Kipling

Rudyard Kipling, the writer of these short stories, and of novels
and poetry, was born in Bombay in India in 1865. His father sent
him to England as a child. At first he lived there with people of
his father’s family. Perhaps they did not understand the boy
from India: Kipling was very unhappy with them.

In 1882, at the age of seventeen, Kipling returned to India.
He stayed there for seven years, working for English-language
newspapers. While he was doing that, he began to write the
short stories that made him famous. They were first printed
in India. Then they came out in England in collections like
Plain Tales from the Hills (1887). They pleased a lot of readers
because Kipling understood and liked the unimportant people
of the world, people like poor Indian villagers and the ordinary
British soldiers—the “privates” —of the army in India.

Some of his novels—longer stories, each filling a book—
were good. Kim (1901), the exciting story of a British boy in
India, is perhaps his best novel. Stalky & Co. (1899) does not
please everyone. It is a school story, set in the school in England
that Kipling went to, and The Concise Cambridge History of

002



print
v. EDRl, AR

private

n_8BR

MAimx B |

1y

AOBTIAE - & Mk

LB - & MEA B PERHRENES,
ER/NERFIFFA . T 1865FEEEIREE T4,
HEMNXRERMEZR SR, SYMERMRXENRA
EE—E. RIFRENMITR TR B R kI S
& & MR MR R R,

1882 £, & bhk17 HH, BB TEIRE, fhieE
HERTCE, A—EEBRET I, XU,
FHERE RN, FEILE G, NS SE
EEEENFT, JERBM ATEEE AR ¢ LLtREyER,
i ) (1887) B/ T, XEHBRETSiEE
HYEE, BENE MOERIFES MR AN ALY,
G55 O ET BE A EEA 24 I B I 7 B PO B e 1 5
B “ZEm",

Y — B R R/NS S ERE . ¢ S8 ) (1901) £
KF-MENENEEBRNRSE, SEhALKE,
XRATRERAM SRR/ N BT — & . Boh—a
ANGE CRRFERAE] ) (1899) HABRBAANES. &
B—MRIENE, LIE MR s msih

003



I THE JUNGLE BOOK

English Literature (1941) called it “an unpleasant book about
unpleasant boys in an unpleasant school”.

Kipling as a writer of poetry was well liked. He could make
music of the way of speaking of ordinary people, even the bad
English of people with little education.

It’s Tommy this, an’

Tommy that, an’ “Chuck him out, the brute!”

But it’s “Saviour of his country” when the guns begin to
shoot.

The best collections of Kipling’s poetry are perhaps
Barrack-Room Ballads (1892) and The Seven Seas (1896).

The Jungle Book was printed in 1894. Readers of all ages
love it. The same is true of Kipling’s Just So Stories (1902),
another collection of stories; these tell us how the elephant
got his trunk, how the rhinoceros got his skin, how the whale
got his throat, and other wonderful things. Kipling knew a lot
about animals, but in Just So Stories and in The Jungle Book the
animals are people. In Just So Stories the elephant’s child asks
the crocodile to stop pulling his nose—to let him go, because
he is hurting him. He sounds very much like a human child
whose nose is being pulled: “Led go! You are hurting me!” In
The Jungle Book even those dangerous snakes the cobras sound
like human mothers when they ask Baloo, Bagheera and Kaa
to take seven-year-old Mowgli away: “Take him away. He is so
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| THE JUNGLE BOOK

excited that he can’t stand still. He’ll hurt our young ones. Take
him away.”

Rudyard Kipling’s life ended in a beautiful old house in
Sussex in England in 1936. His body lies with the best-known
and best-loved writers of English literature in the Poets’ Corner
in Westminster Abbey in London.
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Mowgli’s Brothers

. QUESTIONS BEFORE READING -

»  Where was the wolves’ cave?
»  What was the tiger’s name?

»  What animal is called Tabaqui?




How did Shere Khan burn his feet?
What was Mother Wolf’s name, and what did it

mean?

What does the name Mowgli mean?

Which wolf was the leader of the Seeonee Pack?
What does Baloo teach the wolf-cubs?

What price did Bagheera pay for Mowgli?

What was Mowgli doing while the wolves looked at

him?

What happened if Mowgli looked hard at a wolf?
What was the “Red Flower”?

Where did Mowgli get a pot of fire?

What did Mowgli do to Shere Khan on the Council
Rock?

Who did Mowgli go to see before he went down the
hill?




I THE JUNGLE BOOK

At seven o’clock on a hot evening in the Seeonee hills, Father
Wolf woke up. He looked across the cave at Mother Wolf. She
had her four very young cubs beside her; the moonlight came
into the cave and showed them to him.

“It’s time to hunt again,” said Father Wolf. And he was just
going to start down the hill when a little animal came to the
mouth of the cave.

“Good hunting, Great Wolf” the little animal said. “And |
hope your fine children will have strong white teeth, and will
hunt well, and will always remember the hungry ones.”

It was Tabaqui, the jackal. The wolves of India don’t like
Tabaqui. He makes trouble, and he goes to the houses of men
to find food that they have thrown out. Father Wolf could see
from Tabaqui’s eyes that he wanted to make trouble now.

“Shere Khan, the Big One, has changed his hunting
grounds,” Tabaqui said. “He is going to hunt among these hills,
he told me.”

Shere Khan was the tiger who lived near the Waingunga
River, thirty kilometres away.

“He can’t do that!” Father Wolf said angrily. “By the Law
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I THE JUNGLE BOOK

of the Jungle he mustn’t change his hunting grounds without
telling us that he is going to do it. He will frighten away all the
animals. And I—I have to kill for two, these days.”

“Shere Khan has always had one bad foot,” said Mother
Wolf quietly. “That is why they call him Lungri, and that is
why he kills only the villagers’ cattle. Now the villagers of the
Waingunga are angry with him, and he has come here to make
our villagers angry. They will bring fire to the grass, and that will
make danger for us and our children.”

“You can hear him now,” said Tabaqui.

Father Wolf listened. Far down below the cave, he heard
the angry cry of a tiger who has caught nothing.

“The fool!” said Father Wolf. “To begin a night’s hunting
with that noise is very foolish. Does he think that our sambur
deer are like his fat Waingunga cattle?”

“H’sh!” said Mother Wolf. “He isn’t hunting cattle or deer
tonight. He’s hunting Man.”

“Man!” said Father Wolf. “Ugh! Aren’t there any frogs for
him to eat?”

By the Law of the Jungle, no animal should kill and eat
Man. There is a reason for every law. The real reason for
this one is that if a man is killed, other men soon come on
elephants, with guns and hundreds of other men who make
a great noise. And that is bad for everybody in the jungle. But
that isn’t the reason that the animals themselves give. They say
it isn’t right to hurt a thing that can’t fight for its life. And they
say that man-eaters become sick and lose their teeth.
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