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A Brief Introduction

This book attempts to evaluate Zhu Zhiyu ( Zhu Shunshui) ,
an “eccentric scholar” at the turn of Qing Dynasty, and his influ-
ence in China and Japan through the analysis of the system of his
academic thoughts. Opposing to the ivory-towered style of study,
the Shunshui theory proposed “a practical approach” to study. In
this school, economy was viewed in terms of profitability ; history
was examined on the basis of its referential values; education laid
emphasis on its social values; philosophy took practice as its
core, and politics was evaluated by its actual effect. The Shun-
shui theory developed Neo-Confucianism of the Song and Ming
Dynasties and imposed a strong influence on Japanese scholarship

after Tokugawa period and the Chinese Changzhou School.
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