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Cultural Differences Between West and East

Everything is relative, cultural differences being no exception. Culture, as the
total pattern of human behavior and its products, oversteps geographical limits and
historical conditions in many ways, and it is characterized by its strong penetrative-
ness and fusibility. They affect people’s ways of thinking and their views of the
world , which are reflected in the areas of customs, etiquettes, beliefs, business man-

agement, legal systems, education, entertainment, relationship between people and
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nature, linguistic features ( such as metaphorical usage, refusal strategies... ), non-
verbal communication styles ( such as body language, sense of time and distance,
symbols, etc). Therefore, the culture differences are everywhere.

In terms of communication, cultural differences between the West and the East
are categorized into the following major patterns: high-context vs. low-context, indi-
vidualism vs. collectivism, high uncertainty avoidance vs. low uncertainty avoidance,

equality vs. hierarchy and assertiveness vs. interpersonal harmony.



