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Abstract

Modern politics is typical of participatory politics. Since the inception of reform and
opening up policy, Chinese citizens have undertaken extensive and ordetly participation
in political affairs, which is also significant for developing socialist democracy politics.
For reflecting the Chinese citizens’ political participation truthfully, revealing the
fundamental rule of political participation, and analyzing the main issues and
corresponding solutions as to political participation, it is imperative to integrate both
practical experience and theoretical interpretation on this subject. This book is the first
blue book about Chinese citizens” political participation published by a national level
academic authoritative organization. All the contributors of this book come from
Institution of Political Science of CASS. Apart from the researchers, some Ph. D. and
graduate students in the institution also contribute for the book.

This book has four parts: the general report, the integrated research, the data
analysis and the case study. The general report gives an overview of the Chinese citizens’
political participation development since the inception of reform and open up policy. It
emphasizes the period of 2004 to 2010. Based on data analysis, it also gives a
comprehensive evaluation on the level of political participation in China. This evaluation
is undertaken from five aspects: election participation, peoples’ organization participation,
policy participation, contacting participation, political participatory consciousness and
evaluation. The integrated research part has one report. It emphasizes some basic
theoretical issues concerning political participation. The data analysis part is about the
studies of citizens’ participation based on both statistical data and survey data. It has ten
reports on the citizens’ participation in various elections, and on various citizen groups,
such as villagers, peasant-workers and university students. Policy participation in general
and the workers’ attitudes to public policies are analyzed in two reports respectively.
Two other reports on the citizens’ participation consciousness and their evaluation on
public services are also included in this part. The case study part has six reports, of
which one is a case observation and the other five are comprehensive researches on local
reforms or initiatives about citizens’ political participation. The observation report is on

the direct election of community residents’ committee in Suzhou. The subjects of the



comprehensive research reports include the citizens’ legislative participation in Harbin,
the “new type of village governance” in Chengdu, the “four discussion and two
openness” in Henan, the innovative villagers’ delegate meeting in Wuging District of
Tianjin, and the “people’s hearing of witnesses” in Yueqing of Zhejing. The reports are
all based on summarized practical experience and analysis. It is hopeful that these key
cases about political participation will bring about extensive social concern on this

research subject.
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