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Unit 1

Geographical Features of Australia

Don’ t worry about the world coming to an end today; it is already
tomorrow in Australia.
~ Charles M. Schulz
Unit Goals

@ To become familiar with the natural environment of Australia

@ To understand the distinctive features of the land

® To learn the useful words and expressions that describe Australia’s land, climate, and
animals, and improve English language skills

Before You Read
What can you infer from the following facts about Australia?
1) Around 24% of Australia’s residents were born overseas.
2) Around 6% of Australians work in tourism.
3) Australia’ s main natural hazards are cyclones and hurricanes, drought and forest fires. The
biggest killer of all has been heat waves.
4) One third of Australia’s land is desert.
5) Australia is the word’s smallest continent and the world’s sixth largest country.
6) Australia is the world’s largest iron ore exporter and largest producer of bauxite and alumina.

AN

Start to Read

[1] Australia is an independent English-speaking nation in Oceania located between the Indian
Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean. With a coastline of 30,000 kilometers and a land area of 7,686,
850 square kilometers, it is the largest island, as well as the smallest continent and the sixth largest
country in the world. It is slightly smaller than the United States and 31.5 times bigger than the
United Kingdom.

[2] Sparsely populated Australia is the only country on the planet which occupies an entire
continent. Most of the 18 million Australians live near the coast and about 40% of the population live
in Sydney (3.7 million) and Melbourne (3.2 million). Australia’ s biggest attraction is its natural
beauty. The landscape varies from endless sunbaked horizons to dense tropical rainforest to chilly
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450 meters above sea level, higher than
elsewhere. The plateau consists of the Gibson Desert, the Great Sandy Desert, the Great Victoria
Desert, and the Nullarbor Plain. The terrain is predominantly flat and expansive.
Central Lowlands

[4] The Central-Eastern Lowlands, lying to the southwest of the Eastern Highlands, include the
area between the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Great Artesian Basin. They are the flattest and lowest
part of Australia, with an average elevation of only 152 meters. At Lake Eyre, the lowest point in the
country, the elevation drops to some 12 meters below sea level. The Great Artesian Basin, which runs
beneath the Central-Eastern lowlands, is the world’ s largest example of this type of geographical
formation, and accounts for approximately 20% of the continental landmass. This region boasts the
second longest river in Australia, the Murray River (2,590 kilometers). Indeed, many rivers flow
through the lowlands after heavy rains, but principally in the south of the Central-Eastern Lowlands.
Riverbeds far inland are often too dry or too hot for farming. Accordingly, the area has a small
population.
Eastern Highlands

[5] The Eastern Highlands, or Great Dividing Range, lie near the eastern coast of Australia,
separating the relatively narrow eastern coastal plain from the rest of the continent. Australia’ s
highest point is Mount Kosciusko, which is 7310 feet above sea level in the part of the highlands
known as the Australian Alps. There is more rainfall on the eastern coastal plain than anywhere else
in Australia. Rivers provide the water supply for both the forests on the eastern slope and the crops
cultivated on the fertile western slope. The southeastern section of the plain is the most heavily
populated area in Australia.

[1] Weather and climate in Australia is as widely varying as the landscape. Although the
perception that this country is generally dry and hot holds for many large parts of Western Australian,
the Northern Territory and central Australia are arid desert-type landscapes.

[2] One third of Australia lies above the Tropic of Capricorn, which means the Northern
Territory (particularly around its capital Darwin) and northern Queensland experiences warm to hot
weather year round; warm and dry from May to October, and a hot “wet” season from November to
April. The arid inland — or the Outback, as is often referred to — has hot dry summers, cold nights
and relatively cooler winters whilst only the southern parts of Australia experience something
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approaching European and American “seasons”, with cool, wet winters (especially cold are locations
along the southern coast) and warm, dry Mediterranean-type summers.

[3] As with any destination, some times of the year are more ideal than others for optimum
enjoyment: in the Northern Territory, for instance, Kakadu National Park is ideal early in the dry
season around May. This dry season period of between April to October is also a suitable time to tour
northern Queensland’ s rain forests and beaches, with lower levels of humidity and fewer hazardous
water life such as stinging box jellyfish.

[4] Seasons “Down Under” are the

Australia

inverse of the northern hemisphere; new
visitors should note that summer starts in
December, and ends in February (although,
depending on your location, the hot weather
can make the summer period seem
never-ending). Summer in capital cities like
Adelaide, Sydney and Melbourne can reach
maximums in the low 40s, but generally
temperatures fall between 25 and 33 Celsius.
The other seasons follow accordingly: autumn
(March to May); winter (June to August), and  ®tauatonai

@i Tropical
Subtropical

finally spring (September to November). wDesert

[5] From November to March, the fempee
weather is generally warm countrywide,
increasingly so the further north you travel, though this is also the Wet Season in the north, affecting
NT and Queensland with periods of monsoonal weather (cyclones are not unheard of from January).
Rain occurs sporadically in the south between April and September and can become heavy as winter
progresses.

[6] Winter is the skiing season in the south of the continent, specifically in the Great Dividing
Range and Snowy Mountains in southern New South Wales. Here, skiers of varying skill and
holiday-makers can find developed ski fields and resort accommodation, which reach a peak in
popularity in August. Lovers of native flora should mark down spring in their calendar as the time to
see Australian wildflowers in all their colour and glory in Central and Western Australia.

[7] Elsewhere in the south, snow is very uncommon (and unheard of further up). In Melbourne,
the barometer is generally mild year round, though summers can be scorching and winters, famously
rainy and cool if not too cold—unlike Australia’ s capital, Canberra, in the ACT, which can
experience overnight lows of below zero during winter, bitterly cold winds and chills due to its
altitude and proximity to the Snowy Mountains.

[8] Tasmania’s climate is temperate, with little temperature fluctuation. One reason for this is its
sheer size — no part of the state is further than 115 km from the coast. Summers in the island state
are very mild, while winters can subject the western coast to much rain, and the inland to
temperatures well below zero.

[9] Much of the population reside in the milder southern parts of the country, but there is always
some corner of Australia’ s expansive land which holds charms all year around for locals and
international visitors alike.
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After You Read

Knowledge Focus
1. Answer the following questions.
(1) What are the unique features of the Australian continent?
(2) What do you know about the Great Dividing Range?
(3) What do you know about Australia’s highest point?
(4) Is Australia a pleasant place to live in?
(5) Why is the southeastern section of the plain the most heavily populated area in Australia?
2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
(1) The continent of Australia is the largest island in the world.
(2) Australia is a sparsely populated country and most of the 18 million Australians live in big
cities like Sydney. _
(3) Australia’s highest point is in the Western Plateau.
(4) Most of Australia’s unique plants and animals are imported from other continents.
(5) Australia has 2 territories: the Northern Territory and the Southern Territory.
(6) Australia has a very typical tropical climate.
(7) The arid Outback has hot dry summers, cold nights and relatively cooler winters.
(8) From November to April, the weather is generally warm countrywide.
(9) Tasmania’s climate is temperate and there is little temperature fluctuation year round.
3. Fill in the blanks with the right information according to the text.

(1) Australia is an independent English-speaking nation in , located betweenthe ~ and
the
(2) In terms of its size, Australia is the largest and the smallest in the world.
(3) The Eastern Highlands, or , lie near the eastern coast of Australia.
(4) The two most striking geological features of the Australian continent are and
(5) Weather and climate in Australia is as widely varying as
(6) Seasons “Down Under” are the inverse of hemisphere.
(7) Much of the population reside in the parts of the country.
Language Focus

1. Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the following words or expressions from the text.

flora and fauna marsupial fertile claim instigate
rebellion inaugurate war-ravaged  ally monarch

(1) An animal which carries its babies in a pocket of skin on its body is called
(2) They themselves to the other western states after the war.

(3) Australia’s distinctive evolved through its long period as an island continent.
(4) The policy was facing a by right-wing members of the party.

(5) We are deeply impressed by his imagination.

(6) Doctors to have discovered a cure for the disease.
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(7) Eight months after Hoover s came the Wall Street Crash.

(8) Without evidence it would be impossible to an official investigation.

2. Fill in each blank with an appropriate preposition or adverb that collocates with the
neighboring words.

(1) Australia is an independent English-speaking nation a coastline of 30,000 kilometers
and a land area of 7,686,850 square kilometers

(2) About 40% the Australian population live in Sydney and Melbourne.

(3) The plateau consists the Gibson Desert, the Great Sandy Desert, the Great Victoria
Desert, and the Nullarbor Plain.

(4) The Central-Eastern Lowlands lies the southwest of the Eastern Highlands.

(5) The Great Artesian Basin, which runs the Central-Eastern lowlands, accounts
approximately 20% of the continental landmass.

(6) On the eastern coastal plain, rivers provide the water supply both the forests on the
eastern slope and the crops cultivated on the fertile western slope.

(7) Weather and climate in Australia is widely varying as the landscape.

(8) Rain occurs sporadically the south between April and September and can become

heavy as winter progresses.
(9) The arid inland — or the Outback, as is often referred — has hot dry summers, cold
nights and relatively cooler winters.
(10) Much of the population reside the milder southern parts of the country.
3. Gap Filling: Use words or phrases given below to fill in the following blanks.

with continent considered of landmass
density semi-arid inhabited by far claims
separated

Australia’s (1) of 7,617,930 square kilometers is on the Indo-Australian Plate. Surrounded by
the Indian and Pacific oceans, Australia is _ (2) from Asia by the Arafura and Timor seas. The
world’ s smallest  (3)  and sixth largest country by total area, Australia — owing to its size and
isolation — is often dubbed the “island continent” and variably _ (4)  the world’ s largest island.
Australia has 34,218 kilometers of coastline (excluding all offshore islands) and  (5) an
extensive exclusive economic zone of 8,148,250 square kilometers.

(6)  the largest part of Australia is desert or __ (7)  lands commonly known as the Outback.
Australia is the flattest continent,  (8)  the oldest and least fertile soils, and is the driest (9)
continent. Only the south-east and south-west corners of the continent have a temperate climate. The
population __ (10) , 2.8 inhabitants per square kilometre, is among the lowest in the world,
although a great proportion __ (11)  the population lives along the temperate south-eastern coastline.
4. Error Correction: Each of the following sentences has at least one grammatical error.

Identify the errors and make corrections.

(1) Australia is the independent English-speaking nation in Oceania locating between the Indian
Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean.

(2) Most the 18 million Australians live near the coast and about 40% of the population lives in
Sydney and Melbourne.
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(3) Scattered along the coasts, its cities blend a European enthusiasm with art and food with a
laid-back love towards sport and the outdoors.

(4) The Central-Eastern Lowlands, lies to the southwest of the Eastern Highlands, includes the area
between the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Great Artesian Basin.

(5) At Lake Eyre, the lowest point in the country, the elevation drops to some 12 meters under sea
level.

(6) The Great Artesian Basin, that runs beneath the Central-Eastern lowlands, is the world’ s
largest example of this type of geographical formation, and amounts for approximately 20% of
the continental landmass.

(7) Riverbeds further inland are often too dry or too hot for farming. According, the area has a

small population.

(8) The southeastern section of the plain is the most heavy populated area in Australia.
(9) Weather and climate in Australia is widely varying as the landscape.
(10) Although the perception this country is generally dry and hot holds for many, large parts of
Western Australian are arid desert-type landscapes.
(11) The arid inland — or the Outback, as often referred — has hot dry summers.
(12) Much of the population resides the milder southern parts of the country.

Comprehensive Work
1. Group Discussion

The following is a map of Australia. Decide with your partner the city/capital each letter
represents, and also fill the 6 states and 2 territories correctly in the blanks on the map.

2. Study Australian animals and match each
statement with the one described.

A lives anywhere in Australia’ s open
country. The A is the second largest bird,
standing about 1.5 meters tall and weighing 55
kg. If endangered, they can defend themselves

by kicking. Although they can’t fly, they can.

run as fast as 50 kilometers per hour and they
are good swimmers.

B is the largest marsupial and inhabits
forest and bush land in Australia and Tasmania.
It has large hind legs, a strong tail, small
forelegs, and long ears. They usually get
around by hopping. Females have a pouch for
carrying their young.
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C is known as the Australian bear, but is much closer to being a relative of the kangaroo. They
are only found wild in the woods of Australia. They are 2 to 2 1/2 feet long, tailless, and have thick,
soft, grayish fur. They have large furry ears, a curved, black nose, little eyes, and five toes on each

foot, so it can hold on to things and climb.

D is an egg-laying mammal of Eastern Australia. It has a duck-like bill, and wide, flat tail. It is
about 61 cm (24 in.) long and weighs about 1.8 kg. It has dark brown or yellow fur and its webbed
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feet and tail help it to swim. Males have poison spurs on their hind feet that kill small animals and
wound larger ones. Using plates on its bill, it crushes and eats worms, mollusks, crustaceans, and
plants.

E lives in Tasmania and off Australia’s southeast coast. There are very few left on Earth. They
are also called Tasmanian wolves or thylacines. They are not really tigers or wolves. They are just
called that because they have short gray or yellowish-brown fur and dark stripes across their back.

F inhabits Northern Australia. They have a frill folded up around their neck, and when they are
startled, it spreads out and makes the lizard look twice as big as it normally is. Then F makes hissing
noises, it shows its teeth. They are about 30 cm plus the tail. They eat insects and some small rodents.

(2) Platypus:

(3) Emus: (4) Koala:

(5) Kangaroo: (6) Frilled lizard:




