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Chapter 1

To William Franklin Esq.
Governor of
New Jersey

Twyford, at the Bishop of St. Asaph’s,* 1771.

Dear Son,—1I have ever had pleasure in obtaining any little
anecdotes of my ancestors. You may remember the inquiries
I made among the remains of my relations when you were
with me in England, and the journey I undertook for that
purpose. Imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to
learn the circumstances of my life, many of which you are
unacquainted with, and expecting the enjoyment of a few
weeks’ uninterrupted leisure, T sit down to write them. Be-
sides, there are some other inducements that excite me to
this undertaking. From the poverty and obscurity in which
I was born, and in which I passed my efrliest years, T have
raised myself to a state of affluence and some degree of
celebrity in the world. As constant good fortune has accom-
panied me even to an advanced period of life, my posterity
will perhaps be desirous of learning the means which I em-
ployed, and which, thanks to Providence, so well succeeded
with. me. They may also deem them fit to be imitated,
should any of them find themselves in similar circumstances.

* Twyford was the country residence of Dr. Shipley, Bishop of St.
Asaph’s. Dr. Franklin was in the habit of calling Dr. Shipley “The
Good Bishop.” He became introduced to him while in Ecrope, as
agent for several of the colonies, and in this year, 1771, paid two
visits to Twyford. Dr. Shipley was one of the few in the House of
Lords who opposed from the first the course pursued by the British
government in relation to North America. He published some pocms
and sermons, and some writings in reference to the colonial dispute.
He died in 1788; and Dr. Franklin, in a letter of condolence to¢his
daughter, writes: “His departure is a loss, not to his family and friends
only, but to his nation and to the world; for he was iotent on doing
good, had wisdom to devise the means, and tzlents to promote thern.
His sermon before the Society for Propagating the Gospel, and ‘Ais
Speech intended to bc Spoken,’ are proofs of his ability as well as his
humanity. Had his counsels in those pieces been attended to by the
ministers, how much bloodshed might have been prevented, and how
much expense and disgrace to the nation avoided!”

—1—



E—%
ELULERGS
EBNBE
Bk« EMRMELE

—t Lt ERRATEE « ERWPX EHZER
BERE T K—m S ERBERBEENITHRE , KL
FPEELE , B EERE , RO KES BT 1R
E, LREHHMERIRT BB, RAFME—HK , R
BHAERBETEE R, RPFHF L BRI B EENDER
o MA , XEMBEEMEKE , HEt A —HEEHEA
FTEEM R, T AR AT A, EELRBIRT , BR T8
HREN , RERTNDE , KHIRBHEZEEZG, &
Bt R ERENPHLBFRERANERR , —4H4E
EXHENER , ROFRAFERENY , BEERE
Rt 2, Fink Ewr B, e R, NRMH

HAERE, AR ERGMAYERERES , THUHRE.

—1__



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

This good fortune, when I reflect on it, which is fre-
quently the case, has induced me sometimes to say, that if it
were left to my choice, I should have no objection to go over
the same life from its beginning to the end: requesting only
the advantage authors have, of correcting in a second edi-
tion the faults of the first. So would I also wish to change
some incidents of it for others more favorable. Notwith-
standing, if this condition was denied, I should still accep:
the offer of recommencing tne same life. But as this repeti-
tion is not to be expected, that which resembles most living
one’s life over again, seems to be to recall all the circum-
stances of it; and, to render this remembrance more du-
rable, to record them in writing.

In thus employing myself, I shall yield to the inclination
so natural to old men, of talking of themselves and their
own actions; and I shall indulge it without being tiresome
to those who, from respect to my age, might conceive them-
selves obliged to listen to me, since they will be always free
to read me or not. And, lastly (I may as well confess it, as
the denial of it would be believed by nobody), I shall per-
haps not a little gratify my own wvanity. Indeed, I never
heard or saw the introductory words “Without vanity I may
say,” &c., but some vain thing immediately followed. Most
people dislike vanity in others, whatever share they have of
it themselves; but I give it fair quarter, wherever I meet
with it, being persuaded that it is often productive of good
to the possessor, and to others who are within his sphere of
action: and therefore, in many cases, it would not be alto-
gether absurd if a man w ‘e to thank God for his vanity
among the other comforts of life.

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire with all hu-
mility to acknowledge that I attribute the mentioned happi-
ness of my past life to his divine providence, which led me
to the means I used and gave the success. My belief of this
induces me to kope, though I must not presume, that the
same goodness will still be exercised toward me, in con-
tinuing that happiness, or enabling me to bear a fatal re-
verse, which I may experience as others have done; the
complexion of my future fortune being known to him only
in whose power it is to bless us, even in our afflictions.

Some notes which one of my uncles (who had the same
curiosity in collecting family anecdotes) once put into my
hands, furnished me with several particulars relative to our
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

ancestors. From these notes I learned that they lived in the
same village, Ecton, in Northamptonshire, on a freehold of
about thirty acres, for at least three hundred years, and how
much longer could not be ascertained.*

This, small estate would not have sufficed for their main-
tenance without the business of a smith, which had con-
tinued in the family down to my uncle’s time, the eldest son
being always brought up to that employment; a custom
which he and my father followed with regard to their eldest
sons. When I searched the registers at Ecton, I found an
account of their marriages and burials from the year 1555
only, as the registers kept did not commence previous there-
to. I, however, learned from it that I was the youngest son
of the youngest son for five generations back. My grand-
father Thomas, who was born in 1598, lived at Ecton till he
was too old to continue his business, when he retired to
Banbury, in Oxfordshire, to the house of his son John, with
whom my father served an apprenticeship. There my uncle
died and lies buried. We saw his gravestone in 1758. His
eldest son Thomas lived in the house at Ecton, and ’eft it
with the land to his only daughter, who, with her husband,
one Fisher, of Wellingborough, sold it to Mr. Isted, now
lord of the manor there. My grandfather had four sons, who
grew up: viz., Thomas, John, Benjamin, and Josiah. Being
at a distance from my papers, I will give you what account
I can of them from memory: and if my papers are not lost
in my absénce, you will find among them many more partic-
ulars.t

Thomas, my eldest uncle, was bred a smith under his

* Sir John Fortescue, chief justice of the King’s Bench in the time
of Henry VI,, in his famous work, “De Laudibus Legum Angliz,” writ-
ten in 1412, speaks of wealthy freeholders as commonly called Frank-
lins. Chaucer and Spencer both speak of the country gentleman as a
Franklin; and the name was probably assumed as a surname when the
fashion of surnames came up. The name Francquelin or Franqueln is
found in France, and may be traced back as far as 1521, and even to
the century before.

t Among Dr. Franklin's papers was found a letter from his father,
dated Boston, May 25th, 1735: “As to the original of our name there is
various opinions; some say that it came from' a sort of title of which
a book, that you bought when here, gives a lively account. Scme think
we are of a French extract, which was formerly called Franks; some
of a-free line, a line free from that vassalage which was common to
subjects in days of old; some from a bird of long red legs.”
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

father; but, being ingenious, and encouraged in learning (as
all my brothers were) by an Esquire Palmer, then the prin-
cipal inhabitant of that parish, he qualified himself for the
bar, and became a considerable man in the county; was
chief mover of all public-spirited enterprises for the county
or town of Northampton, as well as of his own village, of
which many instances were related of him; and he was
much taken notice of and patronized by Lord Halifax. He
died in 1702, on the 6th of January, four years to a day
before I was born. The recital which some elderly persons
made to us of his character, I remember, struck you as
something extraordinary, from its similarity with what you
knew of me. “Had he died,” said you, “four years later, on
the same day, one might have supposed a transmigration.”
John, my next uncle, was bred a dyer, I believe of wool.
Benjamin was bred a silk dyer, serving an appreaticeship in
London. He was an ingenious man. I remember, when I was
a boy, he came to my father’s in Boston, and resided in the
house with us for several years. There was always a particu-
lar affection between my father and him, and I was his
godson. He lived to a great age. He left behind him two
quarto volumes of manuscript, of his own poetry, consisting
of fugitive pieces addressed to his friends.* He had invented
a short-hand of his own, which he taught me, but, not
having practiced it, I have now forgotten it. He was very
pious, and an assiduous attendant at the sermons of the best
preachers, which he reduced to writing according to his
* These volumes are now in the possession of Mrs. Samuel Emmons,
of Boston, great-granddaughter of their author. The thoughts of the
writer run chiefly on moral and religious subjects; and the pieces em-
brace many acrostics, as the names of his friends and connections, and
other pieces addressed to them on various occasions. The following
lines were sent to his namesake, : 1\d were probably elicited by some
juvenile performance of the future philosopher. They were prophetic.
“'Tis time for me to throw aside my pen
When hanging sleeves read, write, and rhyme like men.
This forward Spring fortells a plenteous crop;
For, if the bud bear grain, what will the top!
If plenty in the verdant blade appear,
What may we not soon hope for in the ear!
When flowers are beautiful before they’re blown,
What rarities will afterward be shown |
1f trees good fruit un'noculated bear,
You may be sure 'twill afterward be rare.

._._.4___.
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BEN JAMIN FRANKLIN

method, and had thus collected several volumes of them. He
was also a good deal of a politician; too much so, perhaps,
for his station. There fell lately into my hands, in London, a
collection he made of all the principal political pamphlets
relating to public affairs, from the year 1641 to 1717; many
of the volumes are wanting, as appears by their numbering,
but there still remain eight volumes in folio, and twenty in
quarto and in octavo. A dealer in old books had met with
them, and knowing me by name, having bought books of
him he brought them to me. It would appear that my uncle
must have left them here when he went to America, which
was about fifty years ago. I found several of his notes in the
margins. His grandson, Samuel Franklin, is still living in
Boston. .
Our humble family early embraced the Reformed religion.
Our forefathers continued Protestants through the reign of
Mary, when they were sometimes in danger of persecution
on account of their zeal against popery. They had an Eng-
lish Bible, and to conceal it, and place it in safety, it was
fastened open with tapes under and within the cover of a
joint-stool. When my great-grandfather wished to read it to
his family, he placed the joint-stool on his knees, and then
turned over the leaves under the tapes. One of the children
stood at the door to give notice if he saw the apparitor
coming, who was an officer of the spiritual court. In that
case the stool was turned down again upon its feet, when the

If fruits are sweet before they've time to yellow,

How luscious will they be when they are mellow !

If first years’ shoots such noble clusters send,

What laden boughs, Engedi-like, may we expect in the end!”

Benjamin Franklin, the philosopher’s uncle, died in Boston in 1728,
leaving one son, Samuel, the only survivor of ten children. This son
had an only child, a son, referred to in the text, as living in 1771. He
died in 1775, leaving four daughters. It may be here remarked, that
there is not now a male descendant of Dr, Franklin’s grandfather living
who bears the name of Franklin. Dr. Franklin’s eldest son, to whom
this autobiography was addressed, left one son. William Temple
Franklin, who died without issue. His second son, Francis Folger, died
in childhood. His daughter, Sarah, married Richard Bac! - in 1767, and
their descendants are numerous, six out of seven marrying: viz., Ben-
jamin Franklin Bache, who married Margaret Marcoe; William, who
married Catharine Wistar; Deborah, William J. Duane; Richard, a
daughter of Alexander J. Dallas; Sarah, Thomas Sergeant.
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

Bible remained concealed under it as before. This anecdote
I had from Uncle Benjamin. The family continued all of the
Church of England till about the end of Charles the Sec-
ond’s reign, when some of the ministers that had been outed
for their non-conformity holding conventicles in Northamp-
tonshire, my Uncle Benjamin and Father Josiah adhered to
them, and so continued all their lives: the rest of the family
remained with the Episcopal Church.

My father married young, and carried his wife with three
children to New England, about 1685. The conventicles
being at that time forbidden by law, and frequently dis-
turbed in their meetings, some considerable men of his ac-
quaintance determined to go to that country, and he was
prevailed with to accompany them thither, where they ex-
pected to enjoy the exercise of their religion with freedom.
By the same wife my father had four children more born
there, and by a second wife ten others, in all seventeen; of
whom I remember to have seen thirteen sitting together at
his table, who all grew up to years of maturity, and were
married; I was the youngest son, and the youngest of all the
children except two daughters. I was born in Boston, in
New England.* My mother, the second wife of my father,
was Abiah Folger, daughter of Peter Folger, one of the first
settlers of New England, of whom honorable mention is
made by Cotton Mather, in his ecclesiastical history of that
country, entitled Magnalia Christi Americana, as “a godly
and learned Englishman,” if I remember the words rightly.
I was informed he wrote several small occasional works, but
only one of them was printed, which I remember to have
seen several years since. It was written in 1675. It was in
familiar verse, according to the taste of the times and
people, and addressed to the government there. It asserts
the liberty of conscience in behalf of the Anabaptists, the
Quakers, and other sectaries that had been persecuted. He
attributes to this persecution the Indian wars, and other
calamities that had befallen the country, regarding them as

* The public Register.of Births in Boston, still presgrved, dates Dr.
Franklin’s with January 6th, 1706. This is Old Style, and. according to
our present calendar, is the ssme as January 17th. It appears by the
record of the Old South. Church, opposite which building his father
then lived, that he was baptized che same day. The early years of
Franklin were spent in a house corner of Hanover and Union streets,
to which his father removed shortly after his birth.

,—-6-—



EMEAE A
CIRBBREFER , MRRBRAZGRATE . EHER
MTF, EREEHMTCHRESR , HEFREKN&EMETRE
EBRT . SHRFRUBRNBOLXFRHRERY . RAZ
KREESERHEIANBH _HECZ X, ERFRFLAR
AN R Y T 8 R Y 3 3 B B FE B 40 Y 5 B TR R R
SRE G, AR ARIE SN A, 3B SR BRI fh 1
W—4& , HROKEEBRELE .

REVH , FERBE , KWE— AN ZEMHEMD
ETHN=EZFEF LN SEFRHRHREREGRE
By, BEBEIBE , bt mRRN AT S AEB
A ARG 2, T il th BB s (RS (R EI A0 4 , AR B
MHEZRERHEHNAT . E—NEFXRMUETHME
T, MEEELETHEZS , HE+1 5 WREERE
Br=ERArLE—% , BRTFTAERRBLXERA , H
BT, BRI BHT , MERBEDEARME . R4E
REF MR . RO HE , SVEE , BMAFRRER
B, GEREENLRE , MRFARRE —BR by —
{8 o TR 3H 52 fEfh FO Ao R B L BOE R R
Bt REMMESHER A , WRHWILFELBRENE
c RERFMUERAR EHEE , A REPEE—ERM
HE , SREFREMHTEI  EHERAFR—ALAF
, T —E BRNR M BB 005 , TR REBRS K
o AZROHBEHNER , (XRige , LHENIH
M #HaE SR , ULAZ &L iy 5 & R R+

-_6._



