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1995 4 The first set
Task I Retell a story: A Bad Day for Johnson

July 1st was an exceptionally bad day for Mr. Johnson. In the morning, he set off from his

home in a small town in California. He intended to visit his friends who were living a few hundred
miles away.

Johnson’s trouble started while he was driving happily through a forest. His car broke down
and no matter what he did to it, the car would not work. There was no way out for him but to hope
that another motorist would come along and help him. After Johnson had waited more than an hour
in the scorching sun, a Canadian motorist, John Smith, came to help him but failed. Then he said
to Johnson, “Don’t worry. T’ll stop at the next service station and get somebody to send a truck out
to pull you in. I'm pretty sure you need a new battery. ”

Johnson left the keys in his car and rested in the shade of a large tree. Soon he fell asleep.
While he was snoring peacefully, a repair truck arrived from the nearest town. The repairman saw
that the keys were still in the car, so he thought the owner had left there and got a lift into town.
He fastened the car to his truck and pulled it away.

Half an hour later, Johnson woke up and thought that somebody had stolen his car. Very re-
luctantly, he started to walk back towards the nearest town but a police car stopped him to find out
why he was walking in the forest. Johnson resembled a man wanted in Los Angeles for armed rob-
bery, so the police detained him at the police station for the night. The next day Johnson was al-
lowed to telephone his friends. They drove to the police station with a lawyer. They succeeded in

convincing the police that Johnson was innocent, so they released him. (310 words)

Who When Where What How Why
Mr.
' July 1st exceptionally bad day
Johnson
Mr. Home in . Visit his
Morning Set off/ visit his friends Driving .
Johnson California friends
Mr. While h
r te e was Through a forest | no way out Car broke down
Johnson driving happily

(5]
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Continued
Who When Where What How Why
Another got somebody
motorist/ e ) 4 bl to send a
d hi
Canadian SR truck/ new
motorist battery
Mr. Waited more than an hour/
Johnson left the keys/ fell asleep
H
. From the e thought the
A repairman Pulled the car away driver left the
nearest town
car there
Mr. Johnson Half an Woke up/ car was stolen/
hour later walked back
Resembled :
) When Johnson remblec A
Police . In the forest | Detained man wanted in
was walking
Los Angeles
Mr.
The next day Telephoned his friends
Johnson
Came to the police station
with a lawyer/ convinced
Friends the police that Johnson was

innocent/ Johnson was

released

1995 4= The second set
Retell a story: A Bad Day for Mrs. Carter

Task I

Mrs. Carter was buying things in a big shop in London. She bought a dress, a coat, and one

or two other things. After that, she went to another part of the shop to have something to eat.

When she finished eating, she put her hand down to get her bag. It was not there. She looked un-

der the table, on the floor, and under the chair, but the bag was not there. The shop-keeper came

to help her, but he could not find it, either. Mrs. Carter left the shop and went sadly home.

The next morning she was working in her house when she heard the telephone. She answered

it and a man spoke.

“Are you Mrs. Carter? This is Johnson speaking. We have found your handbag. Someone

has left it at the shop, in a box.’

“Oh! That is good news. Is the money still there?”

“Yes, everything is still there. A woman stole it, then was sorry and brought it back today.

Will you come and get it, please?”

L]




& S—ERar  BEEL LIS O AR R AR B S 00 %

Mrs. Carter quickly finished her work and went out. She went to the shop, and up to the
same room.

“I’'ve come to get my handbag. ”

“Your handbag?” said the shopkeeper. “Your handbag isn’t here. ”

“But who telephoned me?”

“Was it a man or a woman?”

“A man.”

“You must go back to your house very quickly. I will telephone the police and ask a police-
man to meet you there. ”

Poor Mrs. Carter went home again. But she was too late. A great many things were gone. In

her handbag was the name of the house and the street. Also the door-key. (350 words)

Who When Where What How Why
A big shop
Mrs. Carter Bought a dress, a coat, etc.
in London

After buying Another part .
Mrs. Carter . Have something to eat
things of the shop

Mrs. Carter After eating Her bag was lost

Came to help Mrs. Carter/
Shop-keeper .
could not find it

Mrs. Carter Left the shop and went home Sadly
The next Working/ answered the tele-

Mrs. Carter In her house
morning phone

Telephoned her and asked her

h &
Johnson to get the bag back

Finished work and went to the
Mrs. Carter
same room of the shop

Asked Mrs. Carter to go back

-k
Shop-keeper to home/ telephoned police

The name of

the house,
Went home/ Many things
Mrs. Carter street and the
were gone
door-key were

left in her bag
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1996 4= The first set
Task I Retell a story

Many years ago, there were bears roaming the forests of Europe. Mr. Dash and Mr. Blank
both had to make a long journey on foot. They decided to travel together for greater safety. They
had plenty to talk about and the first few days passed very pleasantly. Then one day, while they
were in the middle of a forest, they suddenly saw a huge bear coming towards them.

Mr. Dash left Mr. Blank and climbed up a tree as fast as he could. Since Mr. Blank was
unable to climb, he remained where he was, feeling very frightened. He thought his end had
come. Then he remembered that bears never touch dead bodies, so he threw himself on the ground
pretending to be dead.

The bear walked round Mr. Blank sniffing him all over. Mr. Blank lay perfectly still, holding
his breath. The bear supposed the man to be dead and presently it walked away.

When the bear had gone out of sight, Mr. Dash climbed down from his tree and began to joke
about the adventure. “I noticed the bear putting his mouth very near your ear,” he joked. “Did
you have an enjoyable conversation? What did it say?

Mr. Blank felt that his companion had behaved rather badly and so he quickly turned the joke
against him. “Oh, it is no secret,” he said, “The bear only advised me to choose my friends
more carefully and to avoid those who, when there is trouble, run away leaving their friends to face

the danger alone. ” (258 words)

Who When Where What How Why
Mr. Dash and | Many years Travel together for greater O Bears roaming the
n foot
Mr. Blank ago safety forest of Europe
Mr. Dash and middle of
One day Saw a bear
Mr. Blank a forest

Left Mr. Blank/ climbed up a

tree

Mr. Dash

Remained/ felt frightened/ | pretended .
Mr. Blank Unable to climb
threw himself on the ground to be dead

Bear Walked around/ sniffed
Mr. Blank Lay still/ held breath
Bear Walked away

Climbed down/ joked/ no-

Bear had gone ticed bear putting his ear near
Mr. Dash . .
out of sight to Mr. Blank/ enjoyable con-
versation
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Continutd
Who When Where What How Why
Choose friends carefully/ avoid Felt that Mr. Dash
Mr. Blank those who run away when there had behaved badly
is trouble

1996 4 The second set
Task 1 Retell a story

Niagara falls is one of the world’s biggest waterfalls. One day, Mrs. Anna Taylor arrived
there with her business manager and a large wooden barrel. She planned to sail over the top of wa-
terfall inside the barrel. Her manager said that people who came to watch her had to pay quite a
lot. Therefore, in this way, she could earn a lot of money quickly. However, if no one came to
watch her, she would risk her life for nothing. In order to attract more people’s attention, she de-
cided to let a cat do it first.

Next day, a large crowd of boatmen and their friends came to watch. The cat sailed over the
waterfall inside the barrel. It took 69 minutes for the barrel to reach the shore. When they took off
the lid they found the cat was dead. Although this upset Anna, she immediately told the crowd
that she would sail in the barrel in one week’s time. Then she took the barrel to be repaired and
have an iron weight added.

One week later, when Anna was satisfied with the heavy bags of money her manager showed
her, she climbed into the barrel to begin her journey. Four minutes later, the barrel sailed over
the waterfall and disappeared into white waves on the river below. Two whole minutes passed.
Suddenly the boatman nearest the water shouted loudly. Although the crowd wouldn’t hear his
words, they saw he was pointing to the water. There was Anna’s barrel moving fast towards the
bank. The waiting boatman pulled it ashore and took off the lid. An arm appeared, waving slowly.

Anna Taylor was alive. (275 words)

Who When Where What How Why
Mrs. Anna Niagara/ Inside| Sail over the top of water-
One day
Taylor a wooden barrel| fall

People who came to watch
The manager
her had to pay

Attract more

Mrs. Anna . ,
Let a cat do it first people’s
Taylor .
attention
Boatmen and
The next day Came to watch

their friends

Sailed over the waterfall in-

The c:
¢ cat side the barrel/ dead
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Continued
Who When Where What How Why
Would sail in the barrel in
Mrs. Anna one week’s time/ repaired
Taylor the barrel/ added an iron
weigh
Mrs. Anna Climbed into the barrel to
One week later
Taylor begin her journey
Mrs. Anna Four Sailed over the waterfall/
Taylor minutes later disappeared
Shouted loudly/ pointed to
Two
The boatman . the water/ pulled the barrel
minutes later
ashore/ took off the lid
Mrs. Anna
Waved slowly/ alive
Taylor

1997 4£ The first set
Task 1 Retell a story

A wise old gentleman retired and purchased a modest home near a junior high school. He

spent the first weeks of his retirement in peace and contentment. Then a new school year began.
The very next afterncon three young boys, full of youth, came down his street, beating merrily on
every trashcan they encountered. The crashing noise continued day after day, until finally the wise
old man decided it was time .to take some action.

The next afternoon, he walked out to meet the young boys as they banged their way down the
street. “Stopping them,” he said, “You kids are a lot of fun. I like to see you express your pas-
sion like that. Will you do me a favor? I'll give you each dollar if you promise to come around ev-
ery day and beat the trashcan. ”

The kids were overjoyed and continued to do a bang-up job on the trashcan. After a few
days, the old man greeted the kids again, but this time he had a sad smile on his face. “My in-
come is decreasing because of this recession,” he told them, “From now on, I'll only be able to
pay you 50 cents to beat on the cans. ” The noisemakers were obviously displeased, but they did
accept his offer and continued their afternoon job.

A few days later, the clever gentleman approached them again as they drummed their way
down the street. “Look,” he said, “I haven’t received ‘my Social Security check yet, so I'm not
going to be able to give you more than 25 cents. Will that be okay?”

“Only a quarter?” the drum leader exclaimed. “If you think we’re going to waste our time,
beating these cans around for a quarter, you are crazy! No way, Mister. We quit!” And the old

man enjoyed peace and calmness for the rest of his days. (323 words)

[10]
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Who When Where What How Why
A wise old Near a junior P ful/
After retiring . ! Purchased a home cacelt
gentleman high school content
New school
Three young Beat trashcan/ noise con-
year began/
boys tinued
an afternoon
Gentleman Took some action Noisy
Walked out to meet these
The next boys/ pay one dollar to let
Gentleman
afternoon them to beat the trashcan
every day
Continued to beat the
Boys Overjoyed
trashcan
A few days Pay 50 cents to beat the
Gentleman
later cans
Boys Continued the job Displeased
A few days Pay less than 25 cents
Gentleman
later to them
Boys Quit Waste time
Enjoyed peace and calm-
Gentleman PG, peace I Sl
ness

1997 4= The second set

Task 1

Retell a story

Bill was a naughty boy at the age of 10. He was frequently scolded by his teacher, Mr. Pen-
bray, in class for his mischievous behaviors. He was determined to revenge himself for the punish-
ment he had received from Mr. Penbray since in his opinion, the punishment was unjust.

One Sunday afternoon Mr. Penbray was reading in the park. Bill and Tom went by. At the
sight of Mr. Penbray, Bill suddenly thought of the wanted man whose picture they had seen outside
the police station. Mr. Penbray was tall, thin and bald, just like the wanted man. Bill pretended to
be serious, saying to Tom that he ought to have a word with the police about it. Tom argued with his
friend saying that their teacher was definitely not the wanted man, but Bill was firm. When they
came to the next phone box, Bill went in. He disguised his voice, speaking like an adult. He told
the police that there was a man in the park who looked liked the wanted man. He came out of the
booth with a triumphant smile. Tom felt guilty about Bill's mischief and wanted to call the police
again. Being timid and shy, Tom was not courageous enough to do that. That night he turned over

in bed two hundred times and could not sleep. Finally, he fell asleep while having a terrible dream.
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