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4 INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

This book provides all the key words and phrases you
are likely to need in everyday situations. It is grouped
into themes, and key phrases are broken down into short
sections, to help you build a wide variety of sentences. A lot of
the vocabulary is illustrated to make it easy to remember, and
“You may hear” boxes feature questions that you are likely to
hear. At the back of the book there is a menu guide, listing
about 300 food terms, and a 2,000-word dictionary. Numbers

and the most useful phrases are listed on the inside covers for

quick reference.

Nouns

In Chinese, the plural of nouns is normally the same as the

singular. There is also no direct equivalent of the English “a/an”
or “the”.

Adjectives

Chinese adjectives may have different endings depending on
how they are used, and are also very often preceded by hen
("very”).

Verbs

Verbs have no tenses and do not generally change according to
who or what is the subject, but there are some characters that

can be added in order to indicate a particular mood or time:

to come lai S
Is coming lai le > 3t
isn't coming bu lai le Ak

came lai guo kit
didn't come mei lai guo B2 Sl

please come! lai ba! kg |



INTRODUCTION

Pronunciation guide

The Chinese phrases in this book are given in Mandarin
Chinese, the main language of the People's Republic of
China (PRC). Below each Chinese word or phrase, you will
find a pronunciation guide in italics. The pronunciation is
written in pinyin, the official romanization system used in
the PRC. Most pinyin spellings reflect the nearest equivalent
sound in English, but some are different, so take note of
how the letters below are pronounced.
c like ts in sits
e likeirin bird
I like ee in see
q like ch in chin
U U pronounced with rounded lips, like
few in English or Uber in German
x like sh in ship
like ds in kids
zh like j in just
Take care to pronounce vowels individually: xie (shoe), for

example, is pronounced “shee-ur”

Mandarin Chinese has four tones that affect how a word is
pronounced. Each syllable is pronounced with one of four
tones: high, rising, falling-rising, or falling. These tones can
be written as accents on the pinyin, but are not really
helpful to a beginner. Use the audio CD that accompanies
this phrase book or find a native speaker to help you with
pronunciation, then you can use the pinyin as a memory
aid. You will gradually develop an ear for the tones of the
most common words and phrases. Also, even if you don't
pronounce a word absolutely correctly, the context in
which you use it will mean that you are often still
understood.
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6 ESSENTIALS

ESSENTIALS

In this section, you will find the essential words and
useful phrases that you will need for basic everyday talk
and situations in China. Traditionally, when Chinese
people greet each other, they cup one hand inside the
other, in front of the chest, and they may nod or bow

slightly. However, due to increasing Western influence,

they may shake hands with you now instead, especially if

you are travelling to China on business.




GREETINGS

Hello.

Good morning.
Good evening.

Good night.
Goodbye.

Pleased to meet you.
How are you?

Fine, thanks.

You're welcome.

My name is...

What's your name?
What's his/her name?
This is...

Nice to meet you.
See you soon.

See you tomorrow.

GREETINGS

REF .
nihao
247,

zaoshanghao

A% _E4F .

wanshanghdo

A% % .

wdn’an

HFUW,.

zaijian
REIINRIR.
héngaoxing renshi ni

YRYF S ?
nihdoma
FIBEF, HHE.
wohénhdo, xiexie
AR5

buyongxie

wojiao

R+ ABF?

ni jiao shénme mingzi
/gt AL A & 57

ta/ta jiao shénme mingzi
zheshi

RS MR IR.
hengaoxing renshi ni
[B] W .

huijian

RHR Dl o
mingtianjian

7



8 ESSENTIALS

SMALL TALK

=N E Yes/no.

shi/bushi

Ho Please.

qing

B R/AE 7 Bast . Thank you/Thank you very
xiexieni/feichang ganxie much.

A, You're welcome.
buyongxie

HRIARSE OK/Fine.
haode/hénhao

EHR—I®? Pardon?

qging zai shud yibian

FE, Excuse me.

laojia

XfANEE o Sorry.

duibuqgi

AHIE . I don't know.
buzhidao

KAHEB, I don't understand.
wo bu m:’ngbai

111\“E§E —Rm? Could you repeat that?
ni néng chongfu yibian ma

AR X, I don't speak Chinese.
wo buhui shué zhongweén

11\2:1529%315@" Do you speak English?
ni hui shuo yingwén ma

R OC ssaass BAR? What is the Chinese for...?
zhéngweén...zénme shub

AR A? What's that?

na shi shénme

AN A2 What's that called?

na jiao shénme

11J\”éi1FF5EZ ------ ? Can you tell me...?

ni néng gaosu wo



SMALL TALK / TALKING ABOUT YOURSELF 9

TALKING ABOUT YOURSELF

I'm from... ®kg------
wo laizi

I'm... % —SARAAE
woshi

..English. — eeeeen HE A
yingguo rén

_.American. = seeees EE A,
me:guo rén

..Canadian.  eeeeen ﬁﬂﬁkk{,
jIO 'nada rén

_Australian.  seeees zﬁkﬂlﬁ)\
oodal:yo ren

..single. e B,
danshen

..married.  seeees [ =
yihan

..divorced. = e =BT
Irhan le

[ am...years old. 25 Al %
WO...Sul

[ have... =3 &~ R
woyou

...brothers/sisters. ~ -eees R%/ﬁﬁﬁiﬁo
xrongd¢/ﬂemer

.a son/daughter ------ JLFI%Z )L,

érzi/nuér

You may hear...
o /R BB B 3k ?

ni cong nali lai
Where are you from?
o {RESYE T D7

ni jiehan lema

Are you married?

o RE & IL?
ni you hadizi ma
Do you have children?
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SOCIALIZING

R{EFEXJLIG? Do you live here?
ni zhu zher ma

RIEBRIL? Where do you live?
ni zhu nar

HEXIL---- I am here...

wo zai zher...

""" B _..on holiday.

dujic

""" HEE ...on business.
chachai

REFHE. I'm a student.

wo shi xuéshéng

xE- i = [ work in...

WO zQi...gongzuo

KIRAKT [ am retired.

wo tuixiule

af e Can I have...

keyl géiwo

""" RV IRSHEME? ...your telephone
nide dianhua haoma ma number?

""" {REVE F BR {405 ? ...your email address?
nide dianziyoujian ma

WRER. It doesn't matter.
meiguanxi

57! Cheers!

xiele

RIXZER? Are you alright?

ni méeishi ba

RITEFIHED ? Do you mind if I smoke?
ni jieyi wo chouyan ma

ﬁ?ﬂﬁ?u I'm OK.

wo hénhdo

REFEATE? What do you think?
ni juede zénmeyang



SOCIALIZING / LIKES AND DISLIKES &

LIKES AND DISLIKES

I like/love...

[ don’t like...

[ hate...

I quite/really like...

Don't you like it?

[ would like...

I'd like this one/that one.
My favourite is...

[ prefer...

It's delicious.

What would you like
to do?

[ don't mind.

You may hear...
o RIS+ A BI?

ni zuo shénmede
What do you do?

o 7RI T 5?

ni fangjia lema

Are you on holiday?
o RAR---- - g 72

nixiang...ma
Do you like...?

REWR/ B

wo xirhuan/ai

wo tdoyan

B+ RER

wo shifen/hén xihuan

TRERIXAIG?
ni xihuan zhege ma

woO xidngyao

=X PIFAB o
wo xihuan zhege/nage

wo geng xihuan

TNz .
haochi

RABIT A7

ni xidng zuo shenme

IXTCFT1B

woO wusuowei
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DAYS OF THE WEEK

SRKEHRJL? What day is today?
jintian xingqiji

B HAX Sunday
xingqitian

B HA— Monday
xingqiyi

BHA— Tuesday
xingqi'er

=20 Wednesday
xingqisan

£ HA Y Thursday
xingqisi

EHI R Friday
xingqiwu

B A Saturday
xingqiliu

A I today
jintian

A % tomorrow
mingtian

MK yesterday
zuotian

...... >N In...days
tianzhinei

THE SEASONS

2o 2K
chantian xiatian
spring summer



DAYS OF THE WEEK / THE SEASONS / MONTHS

MONTHS

January
February

March

April

September

October

November

December

N
qiuatian
autumn

=5
yiyue
—R
eryue
=H
sanyue
g A

siyue

+—H
shiyiyue
+—=A

shi'eryue

13

dongtian
winter
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TELLING THE TIME

MEILRT?

xianzai jidianle

j-’-l 1\5\\ Q

jiadian

— R X
yidianyike
quarter past one

—R¥F
yidianban
half past one

\Zs2
MR ZET0

liangdian cha shifén
ten to two

What time is it?

It's nine o'clock.

...in the morning

...in the afternoon

...in the evening

—RT5
yidianshifén
ten past one

yidian'ershi
twenty past one

liangdian cha yike
quarter to two

[P
liangdian
two o'clock



It's midday/midnight.
second

minute

hour

a quarter of an hour

half an hour
three-quarters of an hour
late

early

soon

What time does it start?
What time does it fin}sh?

How long will it last?

You may hear...

e —= LI,
yrhuir jian
See you later.

e IREEFET,
ni ldizdo le
You're early.

e {RIRE| T .
ni chidao le
You're late.

TELLING THE TIME

WA R FRF/FE
xianzai shi zhongwu/wiiye
b

miao

7§

fenzhong

2N

xiaoshi

—Z)
yikezhong
SN
banxiaoshi

P9+ F 53 £
sishiwdféenzhong
A%

wan

¥+

zdo

5k

mdshang
JLRFTI6?

jidian kaishr
JLRER?
jidian jiéshu

BEA?

yao dudjit

15




16 ESSENTIALS

MAKING APPOINTMENTS

Ao AEN R EAEE]E?  Can I make an

women keéyi dingge jianmian appointment?

shijian ma

F 70T AR R W, g2 Can we meet tomorrow?
women keyi mingtianjian ma

1027 At 10 o'clock?

shidian

R+ 4Btial&1&? What time suits you'«’

ni shéenme shijian héshi

XA, EIPKRIT. Im sorry, I'm busy that day.
duibuqi, wo natian mang

EHI " B4R How aboul Tuesday?
xmgqr ‘er zenmeyang

AR RITH. In the morning/afternoon.
zai zaochén/xiawt

o] P, That's fine for me:

keyi

2| B e I I'll see you then.

daoshihou jian

BHAFEHAFMIRWm. Ilook forward to meeting

wo qgidai zhe mingtian héni you tomorrow.

jianmian
-
2
L I
2R
mingpian beiwanglu
business card personal organizer

(EE= NXE
bianjian gongweénbao
note pad briefcase



