[ B - PXFIEETR ]

(] BE #&
Ef 4% F H®mEF

.":A 5
12
3
| P 5% -

AEREE R



IEBE E
6 B ¥ AE

HIERE HARFT
5| 8



nER D

(REML) 2—3@EME. EFHRE LY, RILRFMETHER. FHUHARRRE
ERE R, T MBI RBLE ARG 2 58 Ikt RO BT R E I 58, WX MG R
8 TE77 30 RHBUR B U R R BRI BUA A EET TR 2T B 1R ERHNH T HRH,
WALERE . ik F U ARER BN —SEER B AY, mFRH. FHET. FFa .
R, BT FHE. WENDHES: JRHEHANE T REURECHARNT
BRmE - HHE.

FH AN, —EBRHES. TREAERNEEMEEE, ERENBESEINR
Sy, AHXURTENEEHRHEERNEM. 3T ERERS THRSEAEMN, &
T 32 e B R R (2K F , EEEMNFHAM AWM T PICFE. RN, AT REEFER
PHYAR, ERFETPMAT HBERER .

ABHEUESFEXFHEAHAORE, TREETEHE.
KRR, BwEn. SR3RMIE: 010-62782989 13701121933

BIHEERRE (CIP) #iE

32 [E % $2=A Short History of America: & « F13C SR / (32) B3 (Van Loon,
HW.) #; T, £ kS5HF —Ib5: BHRFEHRRAE, 2011.10

ISBN 978-7-302-26248-0

I. ®F- 1. QF- OF - @4 . OXE-EZTEPWOEE-IH®E
V. @QH3194: K

o R A B B0 CIP B3 (2011) 137751 5

RERE. TiEN =T B

EERX . BRERSF

EEMH . Fa4K

HARA T . THHRAKE KR Moo sk JEEEEKREEDIRE A B
http; /www. tup. com. cn HR 4. 100084

it A #l:. 010-62770175 HB M. 010-62786544
WBSEERS . 010-62795554 ,jsjjc@tup. tsinghua. edu. cn
BH & K f%: 010-62772015,zhiliang@ tup. tsinghua. edu. en
: WK ER])
SRR AR RAT
: EEFE AL
. 170X260 BB 3. 25.5 = ¥ 500 FF
: 20114 10 A% 1 | En M. 2011 4F 10 A1 KER
. 1~5000
: 39.50 7o

=

& &
S 25 o I ok ik

Al B &/ CH IR B3

-4
B0
=13
d

: 043019-01



BHEE T o BREE « 5 (Hendrik Willem Van Loon, 1882—1944), #if
ZHEREAN, 20 tHLXEEAREMITLER. RBERICER, &5
8. 30t SCH. RIS AEEAEEE, HEN GRS RE, f£
AR/ L7,

1882 45 1 A 14 H, BAHETHRHZERST. SEmXt e, i,
ARG, LERFRBOGE, MBI —E. N8, Bt
BN —EEZRFEEER, BITHT . HECNEL, 10 5,
B RAESLEERR B R. 1902 4F, BEARBEERIRKFEEY], RE
T4 ZfE, NMERERBRBERRFEYE], 1911 FIRE LA . BIskFEHET
JE, HidgmE. wE. BER, WAREXRE/LUTRSER, WHTHR
LREMTT. 19135, FAREHBRTE —AHED (FH=tEm=
o), BREEE—, EZ3 7T HWEAMNEE. 1920 EXETHN, Fk
HAR TALEIEE — A CHERPAY, X2 —IHHEEEaEn sk, m
BRBEREF. Sidmid. R/G. AARRETHNER, FET 1921 £
HIR TR =3 2 EE CARB®EY, H—Bl8, AEEExK
TABIERRIEBGHE. 25, FREMEHRT CREMHEEED. (ELMHEF).
(EEBE SR, GhEREEY CABHIREN . CAABHER. (BE). (5
HFHEANRDY BB (RTPHNSEY S T2 EE. BRE
MR AES R, B, REL. ¥ BUE. ER. BEAEAREES
HH. FREAELE, BHTHESEENSARZR, B —FMHEND
BE, CREHE, MREEPHIERHRESHEEMECTE. 194 F3
R 11 H, BRfeXEREKEMNZH, RE (EFHHRMRY FIBilEmHA
TIXAERIAR R S BURE T A i B —— B R

BREMESSCEBRSE. M1, EHASHSTZmEEE. HIEM,
WARES. BRAZ. MPETEOAZEMON, SCFHRANRE. BIHR




D B
HI S

%, BRABTXEARY, BEEEL. RARSPNER, BH2A
AFERIBES . MBI KA E R B REEH RS, B —Mita
MAKE S, BMT —RX—RIEHE. BROEDREHSR, 2.
H. BE. Wi, FAE, $2 R BA. B, BIRE. FHTF. &
KFl. B2, TR FEEEREEHIRT BER.

[ 20 the2 20 ERFFHE, B EEESLTHFE A BL E i
#. BREZIERALLTER “BR”. WE, XMLEAREREH
BB, FEFAE TR BRI KB SR E R R &
R, W52 AT EREFEETEROEW. XERN, —HFEHERE
FEHISCRIEIFE & T AN S XA E S TR E N BN EE, BRI
AP ERMERE T X TFALHAROEFMIR: B—FE, BEENE
TSP E LR MERUREER. BHEERNELMAERLCE
1Z: 20 tH42 20 B4R, MERENBRIE CAKKHIHE) Tk, “PR
T, REBUM, ERT, EFLE BTRS, EHREFFE 0%
TR b, —HRBRY, EIWAMAEERT. X 50 4FF, RER
ETXNE, BT (RMIL ). (IBE), BBEHAMNBIXARIRT 7.
ARG B “BRNE, TN BB CEFRNTE, ERHL
PERRIEE - T AADE, BB, HREBEEHET.” 20 #HE
80 EAR P EBEFKMGER, BRMMESEFHRI, HEgba|it,
i B 20 #42 90 EAUSHIFFIG, HANE “Hh#f”, BENESEKRS
Bl NE, XEF R EES N SIATEAROE, £
(IR, BRASHaE TR, ki,

B3, ERCHENEREFEBRIEGHM: —MHEST CHRIR,
BRI AR . F SO A LR R R, X
ERAETHEARETFEIELHRIE. NEXEIMAERE, H
B AR R AR T RER Y. LERAMETARERNT
BB F ISR, AP RRN R BT R, AR
FRBRBNESRIRATBR . FF o30S ko 3 S0xT B i 7 A T4
He, SOPEE R T R BN S AR SO R I IR . T
BE, RITRERZEARFIZETHSH, Hhas (ABNEHE). (X
SR GBERREY. (A 1 (EEES), HRARTSiE%
WIRMBRLIR. R, A TiREEFhEmEh AR, EsEdin
ATHERE S, EhXSiEd, BORIMELGEBEEORSE R




-

T
| HI 5
REREEENRE. RIIFESEEHFH I LRTEEEREZHL AT
A, EEERERICHEZG, TLAEREPXSRAR, XEEFTT
fRMCEL R, MTUmERENEEE. BATEE, XE2mEENT ST R
HRTPEEE, FIRBFELERFNHEEFRANALEHFLIEEGH
BhKI .

BRBEEEEANRIREASE, FEFTERAER, NHEEES
ML BEFAGER, M RTIERBSAREFESRKESARE EE,
HERPIEHERYE, RAEMRE, B ALERLH S M
ik, MRE TR EYE RAEEE, FEfIRIAFRBRMREIR. Bk
BARRAXENNY, EENREB LGS SHY X XERFERMA; [
B, HFRAENEE 20 HE BHKSEEER, LEBERNW ST E R
SZFNRMHERFE, LM7ER GhERHRE) — PRk
BUBE| “PIEEH” X—F, AR “PE” X—EXRidR, X
HhPE PN IS o e 1 SR AR H A B REAT A, 7 i Al R B i e 2 1 B
HEHEEE 7).

ABITENAHEMN . L KEFE. SNHEAPBREZMREBE K&k
TAHERER BE. XIP/E. BE. EFR. FHEHR. @i, 88, S5k,
FbtE. EES. B, T2 L. GRETON. FIWERE. FBRE. kg, &
AT, RO, HEY. REE. B£YE. EHI%. BRTFRITGREE.
AXEFREEKE, BPREREALZL, BOHFBERERAMIPERE.




F—F FHOBFRATREAE/

Chapter 1| Wanted: More And Cheaper Spices «wowooeereeeesesseseisnees 1
F-F REpHER

Chapter 2 A World Unsuspected -« - sswesermsemsmmmsssssesmisssinanissss 9
EZE 0. KERUEEAN

Chapter 3 Faith, Gold And The Indian «-- o e SRS SRR 19
FWE RANEH LM/

Chapter 4 Tierras De Ningun Provecho:: - wsesseessesessmenssrnsnns 25

FEE WHIHHRANRITERER/
Chapter 5 Samuel De Champlain De Brouage Learns The

Noble Art Of Canoging -« +-sssesssssssscssssssssessssssesesses 28
ERE WAXELERE LS HARNER/

Chapter 6 Dr. Calvin Surveys This World And The Next--«------:- 33
ELE FHEERT HEN

Chapter 7 The Heretic Turns Highjacker -« reeesessemsemessisnnenens 39
FNE WHELWEHE

Chapter 8 Herba Sancta IndOruim «---sssssssessesmmesssssasssessinse 47
FNE FTF20 EHHXE

Chapter 9 The New Zion at Twenty Below Zero::--wwsesesereeres 56

¥1+7E BREARNERERUEEFBOH A=/
Chapter 10 Those Who Despair Of The Mother Country Prepare
For A New And Happier England On The Western Shores
OF THE ALAIEIE +oveverereresserssssssarssansassiseistasssmsessnsasensstssssssratsssarsssisens 64
¥+-% HEBOEATHRRABER/
Chapter 11 The Dutch West India Company Makes
The WIOng INVESIIENt ++++-serevssssssreressssssssssssessssssssssssiisssssessenenies s 70

SINALNOD




B+=—%F 200w BABRDTEN

Q Chapter 12 The Swedes Arrive Two Hundred Years Too Soon: -+ 80
% FHZF BREEFAHAANE bR
Ej'] Chapter 13 A Free Colony For All Nations: -+« +-sssssssssserscesesserssssriscseins 85
Z gt uE KESARRUTFERER N
;g Chapter 14  Colonizing By God And By Guess: s eeeresesssssrsessssnntsssinnnes 94
FTiE KREDINZAHTFE/
Chapter 15 Empire Building By Royal ReSCript -+ +-++s-ssssserssssssassrssssersnes 97
Fti& FENHTL
Chapter 16 Horizons Of Hope -++:++tressessessessssnsssmsmmisisstssssnsssssssssasseses 105
FTHE FENSTLHNBER
Chapter 17 The Royal And Imperial Game Of Land Grabbing -+ 109
FTAE 176945 1 A5 H, AXRFAARE T/
Chapter 18 January 5, 1769 The Beginning Of Our Modern Era -+ 115
FTNE Fib - BRERNKR/
Chapter 19 George Grenville Turns “Efficiency Expert” «:-seseeeeveeeccnc 118
F-_+E FERT5xERE/
Chapter 20 Dutch Tea And French Molasses - e e 124
Fot—#F RGNS R/
Chapter 21 The Homespun Wisdom Of The Frontier -:«+--+-ssrersessecsens 130

Fot-% TUGFEGRERALBA/
Chapter 22 Lawyer Adams Of Quincy, Mass., And His Cousin Sam
Turn TO Practical Politics ...................................................... 13 5
Fo+zZF HAREXRAATHBIRENTHER/
Chapter 23 The Commander Of His Majesty’ s Colonial Forces
Is Obliged To Report Some Very Bad News -++ssoreeeessseacas 140
FotHE Fib-¢BUHFEHFLTER/
Chapter 24  General George Washington Of Fairfax County,
Virginia, Puts On His Old Uniform -« sseessersesesscsncns 147
Fo+EHE HLE - RERTNEART WY/
Chapter 25 Mr. Thomas Jefferson Of Albemarle County,
Virginia, Shows The Superior Advantages Of )
A ClaSSical Education ........................................................... 152



FoTARE FEZHEIRITARD SR/
Chapter 26 King George 111 Becomes A Popular Hero

In His Own Counury .................................................. 161
FoTHE EHREARIRETHE/
Chapter 27 Lord North Is Forced To Keep Awake -«-=-++esesseeveases 166

FoTNE BEAKRFLEIBRINEAN/
Chapter 28 Dr. Benjamin Franklin, The Well-Known Printer
Of Philadelphia, Pa., Calls Upon The Descendant
Of Saint Louis .............................. eadsantsssastsnssansassastsase 171
¥t AE FRENS, HERRUSHR/
| Chapter 29 M. Jean Jacques Rousseau Writes A Book And
M. Le Marquis De La Fayette Goes To Study The
Delightful Children Of Nature In The
American Wildemess ................................................. 1 82
¥Z+E ZFIELHLARENEH/
Chapter 30 The Mother Country Makes The Best Of
A Bad Bargain And The Men From The Frontier
Make The Best OfA Good One ................................. 189
$=+-—F Zth: ERHKT -MPREGERZELT —AFE/
Chapter 31 The Compromise That Saved A Nation And Founded

FZ+=F TEHDA - RE/RYH L XE/
Chapter 32 Mr. Alexander Hamilton Of The Island Of
Nevis (b.w.i) Puts The Country On A Sound
Commercial Basis, And George Washington, Eesq.,
Returns To Mount Vernon, An Older And
Sadder Man ................................................................ 205
FZTZF TDUHRGRIEMHTRR TS R/
Chapter 33  His Excellency President John Adams Learns
That A Revolution And A Revolution Are
Not Always The Same -« +erserssesecsresersssarcisssasensens 216
¥-twWE XERGAERELPLEFELHINEER R/
Chapter 34 Thomas Jefferson, President Of The United States Of
America, And The Emperor Napoleon, Conclude An
Important Deal In Real Estate:::-+-eeeseseesessesecasinss 225

%

)
Qo
z
—~
T
Z
=,
w




jann

x

¥-+HEE ZEENRE—KREH/
Chapter 35 The Mother Country Pays A Final Visit «-sescescsresserssesccees 233
FZAF 15 X FogUfl AR A 83 i R/
Chapter 36 President James Monroe Pays His Compliments To
The Holy Alliance And Simon Bolivar Starts Out To
Found A NEW World .............................................................. 244
F=tHE HFNEMN
Chapter 37 The New Faijth e severereesstssenmeriecsiirinisssines 253
FZTNE B/
Chapter 38 DICtatorshi ««+s+serssersressersrmssmssenismmssenctinensnns st st cvncs 257
£+ AE RWORERRPLH KRG F/
Chapter 39 The Frivolous Jugglers And The Useless Players
Of The Lute ........................................................................... 266
FW+E BEARAZLHEROEE: ERELEZ/
Chapter 40 President Santa Anna Of Mexico Learns The Truth
Of The Law Which States That Nature Abhors A Vacuum -+ 274
FWA—F  HRAE A/

SINHLNOD

Chapter 41 Uncle Tom And Puffing Billy«--sseeerersessrecresssansnscrisnennns 281
FO+oF AARRERY/
Chapter 42 An Irksome Contract setemeansssssarenesesennnressFansnnsent onsnnnr HEEIT 0dnni¥E 205

EWTZ8# THARTF - AE—FHEFMN AL 8 S AEIF/
Chapter 43 An Unknown Country Lawyer From Illinois Offers To

Take The Case ....................................................................... 304
EWTHE EREXSRTE/
Chapter 44 The Case Is Submitted To The Jury:«-«-seesererecsessesssanseseseees 309
FW+aE RHELTHRET/
Chapter 45 The Case Is Decided For Good And All-weeeeseesesrresscenneanas 315

FW+AE REAERERTHTR/
Chapter 46 The Last Of The Conquistadores

Goes Home__ln A Coﬁ‘m ...................................................... 330
FW+HE —HeFTHERMMN A% L/
Chapter 47 A Golden Splke Is Driven In Utah ........................................ 336

FWHAE ENXAEZHRNEE/
Chapter 48 The Decline And Fall Of The Third Cycle Of

American Civilization ........................................................... 3 43




FHTNE RAGHERF G/

Chapter 49  Ellis Island And Plymouth Rock «+-+-ssesreeeereransecinince 348
FE+E HWHREMENGE/

Chapter 50 The Rule Of Things: -+ :+stsessrssssssssessssarssnssnsecsennnin. 355
FL T8 ERNOEHTRAH/

Chapter 51 Wanted: More Agd Cheaper Raw Materials ««+-<-+--- 366
FET-F REHER

Chapter 52 A World Unsuspected:« -« sssessrssrsessursmsssssnssianen. 373

¥A+TZ% XEMNHB/
Chapter 53 The New Road For America -+ -sssssssreressssssereseenss 377

i
&

Q
O
<,
—
1]
o
g
2




EEHEH 1
o re lind < =Rkl . Cheafier lirce

$—F FENHASKEXE

Chapter 1 Wanted: More And Cheaper Spices
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HE Guild of the Grocers was in dreadful straits.

Their supply of spices was well-nigh exhausted.

But the demand surpassed anything that had ever been seen before.

The Guild of the Grocers was in dreadful straits.

And thereby hangs a story.

It is a law recognized both by the professors of political economy and the judges
of our police courts that those who have for a considerable time dined at the Ritz will
not willingly return to Jack Mulhaly’s far-famed fish-chowder and beans. Of course, in
case of actual need they will content themselves with the simple fare of the excellent
John. But before they reach that point of open and avowed defeat, they will fight tooth
and nail to maintain the standard of excellence to which they have become
accustomed.

The barbarians who overran the greater part of western Europe during the first ten
centuries of our era were men of simple taste, which usually means men of no taste at
all. With them, quantity came before quality, and a continent that had lain practically
unscratched since the last great glacial epoch easily satisfied their demands for a
wooden bench, a greasy slab of beef and unlimited ale.

Besides, there, was so much to be done and there were so few people to do what
needed being done that their sﬁrplus energy was entirely exhausted by the chores of
every-day life. Roughly speaking, it took them a thousand years to settle down. Then
the job was done. Peace and quiet returned to this earth and with peace and quiet on
the part of the elders came the Wanderlust of the younger generation.

Ten centuries before that Wanderlust would have led to another outbreak of
anarchy. But by now the people of the West once more recognized a single master. He
laid no claim to worldly power. His spiritual weapons, however, could annihilate entire
battalions of Swiss mercenaries. His paper arrows could pierce the walls of the
strongest castles.

His mere displeasure was more terrible than a threat of war on the part of emperor
or king.

Surrounded by the cleverest of diplomats, the most astute of politicians, he was
able to divert the rising tide of unrest into the practical channels of foreign conquest
and to bring about that great migration towards the East which ever since has been
known as the era of the Crusades. Unfortunately this episode has been so often chosen

as a subject for romantic literary rhapsodies that we are apt to forget the true if more



P

J7/ﬂ‘/l/(’l/: ~lleve = fnd ;: = , i ;: ff/('(l/ﬂ'/' f?ylr}'v».;

prosaic nature of the conflict.

The ancient world was the world of the Mediterranean. He who had command of
that vast tract of water could dictate his will to the rest of mankind.

It was an ambitious undertaking, and the small fry of pirates and buccaneers who
infested the deep bays of the Spanish and Greek and Italian peninsulas and who lived
along the shallow coast of Morocco and Tripoli and Egypt could not possibly hope for
more than a trifling local success.

Nothing short of “racial groups”—vast agglomerations of people bound together
by tens of thousands of years of a common social, economic and religious
development were able to handle a problem that must be settled upon so gigantic a
scale. They well knew the risk they took, for such quarrels were apt to be quite as
disastrous to the victor as to the vanquished.

Only twice before had it come to an open break.

The first time in the fifth century before our era, when Greece as the champion of
the West had defeated the invading hordes of the Persians and in a series of brilliant
counter-attacks had pursued her enemies as far as the shores of the river Indus.

The second time two hundred years later, when the Romans narrowly averted
disaster by such a display of national energy that the state almost perished before the
last of the Carthaginian strongholds had been reduced to ashes.

Then, for more than eight centuries, there had been peace.

But in the year 622 Asia, marching under the banner of a brand-new prophet, was
once more ready for the unequal struggle. This time the campaign was planned upon a
truly gigantic scale. The left wing of the Mohammedan armies took possession of
Spain. The right wing meanwhile made for Constantinople by way of Syria and Asia
Minor. It was at that moment that the head of the Christian Church took fright and
proclaimed a holy war.

This war, from a military point of view, was a complete failure. But its social
consequences were of great and lasting importance. For the first time since the
disappearance of the Roman state the nations of Europe were exposed to a civilization
which in almost every respect was higher than their own. They went east to slaughter
the infidel and to deprive him of his pagan possessions. They returned home with a
new conception of comfort and luxury and with a profound dislike for the crudities of
their own barren existence.

This sudden change in the general point of view was soon reflected in the houses

of the people of the western mainland, in their clothes, in their manners, in the way
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they spent their idle hours and in the things they ate and drank.

The older generation (after the habit of all older generations)continued to talk
about the simple virtues of the ancestors. The children merely shrugged their shoulders
and smiled. They had been to the “big city”’and they knew better. Quietly they bided
their time, but as soon as the old folks were dead they hastenedre-upholster the parlor,
sent for a couple of outlandish cooks and despatched their sons to the nearby town that
there they, might learn how to become bankers or manufacturers and acquire within a
single lifetime Sat wealth which the soil would not surrender in a thousand years of
heart-breaking toil.

The Church grumbled.

This was a consequence she had not quite foreseen.

Alas! the returning heroes were no longer animated with that holy and
unquestioning zeal which had been so characteristic of their parents and grandfathers.
Familiarity with one’s friends may breed contempt. But familiarity with an enemy is
apt create mutual respect.

As a result there was a slump in the building of churches. But private palaces and
richly adorned municipal buildings were arising on all sides.

I do not say that this was a good thing. I do not say that it was bad. I merely state
a fact. If you want to draw any conclusions, go ahead and suit yourself.

Meanwhile on the other shore of the Mediterranean there also had been a
considerable decline bin the ardor of that strange religious devotion which measured
its love by the number of slaughtered captives. In short, both parties had accepted a
stalemate and were willing to reach a compromise which meant money in the pockets
of their respective merchants.

The ancient trade-routes, trampled down by millions of iron heels and hoofs, were
put in a state of repair. Once more the patient camels carried their burdens from
Kashgar to Damascus. Again, as in the days of old, the Venetian caravels and the
Genoese galleys plied regularly between Alexandria and Famagusta.

Wherefore all was well with the world and the rate of interest upon a successful
Levantine deal rose rapidly from just exactly nothing to four hundred per cent.

Then one of those insignificant incidents happened which (after the nature of
insignificant occurrences) are apt to change the entire aspect of history for all time to
come. It was during the middle of the thirteenth century. The dreadful Tartars had just
gone on the warpath and from the Amur to the Vistula people were flying in blind
panic before this flood of grinning little yellow devils. Among the fugitives was a
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small group of nomads (two or three hundred families at the most) who since time
immemorial had lived peacefully in the heart of Asia. They ran almost as far as the
Mediterranean. Then they heard that the danger was past and decided to return home.
In order to do this they must cross the river Euphrates. But an accident happened. Their
leader slipped off his horse and was drowned. The others who were still on the western
bank of the river took fright. They regarded this sudden calamity as a direct warning of
Heaven and asked the King of Persia to let them stay where they were.

The rest is a matter of common knowledge. Within less than a hundred years these
wandering shepherds had made themselves the masters of the empire that had given
them hospitality and one generation afterwards they were the recognized rulers of the
Mohammedan world and had started upon that career of conquest which eventually
was to carry their horse-tail banners to the gates of Vienna and was to make the mere
name of “Turk” a byword for cruelty and bravery for all ages.

Now if this sudden revival of Moslem fury bad been merely a political movement,
it would not have been so bad. But a profound spiritual frenzy swept across the plains
and hills of western Asia. During the six centuries ‘which had gone by since the death
of the Prophet the original ardor of his followers had considerably cooled. The “faith
of the fathers” was something very fine but so was the sweet profit derived from the
traffic in pepper and cinnamon and indigo. It was unfortunate that this trade forced the
true believers to be on amicable terms with the infidel dogs from the other side of the
Mediterranean, but you know how it is. Business is business and one cannot draw the
line at Christians if one is in trade.

Not so the inhabitants of the villages and the lonely valleys ! They took their °
religion seriously and encouraged by the military and the political success of their
Turkish leaders they now decided to bring their erring brethren of the big cities back to
the true faith. | )

Far and wide the Dervishes (the monks of the Mohammedan world) traveled
through the realm of the Prophet. Some of them prayed, some of them danced, some of
them whirled, some of them howled. But one and all they preached a return to the stem
tenets of the original desert creed.

At first the merchants of Bagdad and Damascus laughed. But the “puritané” were
in dead earnest. Soon the merchants even ceased to smile. A little later (warned by the
fate of their murdered neighbors) they began to restrict their commercial operations to

their own fellow religionists.

And in this way, just when the people of Europe had come to depend upon certain
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Asiatic goods, the supply was suddenly cut off.

Of course this did not happen in a day or a week or even a single year. But those
products which for more than two hundred years had flowed westward in such
complete and uninterrupted abundance now began to disappear from the European
markets. The available supplies were at once cornered by the speculators. Prices began
to soar. Credit was withdrawn and payment had to be made in gold. This was
something new in the West. The medieval worlds in its every-day transactions, had
never insisted upon ready money. Every one lived within hailing distance of every Sne
else. One man’s pork was as good as another man’s eggs. The honey of one cloister
could readily be exchanged for the vinegar of another.

It is true, foreign trade had always insisted upon a certain amount of gold and
silver coin. It had been impossible to satisfy the spice dealers of Calicut with slices of
bacon and barrels of salt. Before they authorized their agents in Jidda or Aden to make
delivery they had demanded a deposit of Venetian doubloons and pieces-of-eight.

But now the European market began to ask for cash on delivery. That greatly
complicated matters, )

For gold, the mysterious, yellow substance which seemed to defy the power of
State and Church, was another article that had to be imported from abroad. There were
a few silver mines in Europe but the small amount of gold—that was found in the
mountains of Austria, Saxony and Spain was by no means sufficient to finance the
ever-increasing operations of the speculators and the legitimate spice dealers.

Here was as pretty a vicious circle as the world had ever seen. A public ready and
eager to buy—a decreasing amount of supplies—a rapid increase in prices—a general
demand for bullion—a decrease in the available supply of gold—one country of
western Asia and northern Africa after another falling into the hands of the relentless
heathen—one caravan road after the other closed for an indefinite space of time and
the young and lusty capitalistic system of Europe fighting for its life.

The capitalistic system (using this term in the sense in which it is understood or
misunderstood by most of our contemporaries) has been accused of many and highly
diversified crimes. But even its worst enemies cannot accuse it of laziness or deny that
in times of a crisis it is able to develop an almost supernatural energy. It was just such
a crisis which now threatened to ruin the western commercial world during the first
half of the fourteenth century.

I have spoken of the plight of the grocers. They were most active and vociferous

in their protestations. But the entire economic (which in the last analysis means the



