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Preface

The Research Project on National Public Environmental Literacy
Indicator System was sponsored by the Center for Environmental
Education & Communication (CEEC) of the Ministry of Environmental
Protection (MEP), and was organized and implemented by the China
Environmental Awareness Program (CEAP). This research project was
officially launched in June 2009, and was completed in June 2010. The
following institutions have jointly contributed to the research project: the
Research Center for Contemporary China ( RCCC ) at Peking
University, Center for Studies of Sociological Theory & Method of
Renmin University, and the Institute of Sociology of the Chinese
Academy of Social Science. The research project was composed of five
sub-projects: foreign literature review, domestic literature review, a
theoretical study of the concept of environmental literacy , the
establishment of the environmental literacy indicator system, and testing
of the reliability & wvalidity of the environmental literacy indicator
system.

Now China is in a critical stage of realizing the great revival of the
Chinese nation. At the current stage of development, China is vigorously
accelerating its industrialization and urbanization. As a result of
extensive economic growth pattern and relatively backward technology
and management, environmental pollution and ecological destruction
have become vital factors restricting China’s economic and social
development, and Chinese people are increasingly concerned about this

issue.
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The awakening of public environmental awareness and
improvement of public environmental literacy in China are the basis and
driving force for environmental protection. Since 1990s, a series of
public environmental awareness surveys have been conducted
nationwide, through which a better understanding of general public’s
awareness, concerns, attitudes towards environmental issues and their
environmental protection behavior have been achieved. Through these
surveys the implications of environmental awareness, acquisition of
environmental knowledge , and factors influencing environment
awareness have also been examined and analyzed. However, due to the
lack of a unified and standardized public environmental awareness
indicator system in China, the scientific assessment of environmental
awareness seriously lags behind, making it difficult to conduct long-term
monitoring and assessment of pubic environmental literacy and
behavior.

Therefore, the implementation of the Research Project on National
Public Environmental Literacy Indicator System will, through a
literature review of theoretical studies on environmental literacy
published at home and abroad, as well as referring to practical
experience, establish a public environmental literacy indicator system
that is in line with the current situation of environmental protection in
China, and provide a scientific foundation for periodically conducting
public environmental literacy surveys, persistently keeping track of the
latest development in public environmental literacy and further
promoting environmental education and communication.

In June 2009, the Ministry of Environmental Protection, the
Publicity Department of the CPC Central Committee and the Ministry of
Education issued the Opinions on Strengthening Environmental
Education & Communication under New  Circumstances
(Opinions). The Opinions pointed out that more importance should be
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attached to the theoretical studies of environmental educations &
communications, and studies on the implications and practices of
ecological civilization shall be vigorously carried out in order to improve
the whole nation’s environmental ethics. Therefore, the implementation
of the Research Project on National Public Environmental Literacy
Indicator System not only is a concretc measure to carry out the
Opinions, but also is a foundational work for theoretical studies of
environmental education and communication.

During the implementation of the research project, we take full
advantage of the current social resources and a benign macro social
environment. In September 2001 , the CPC Central Committee
promulgated the Implementation Guideline for Citizen’s Moral
Construction, which emphasized that social morality also regulates the
relationship between human being and the nature, and stressed
environmental protection. In March 2006, the State Council promulgated
the Outline of the National Scheme for Scientific Literacy (2006-2010-
2020), which outlined the national scheme’s main objectives, tasks and
measures during the 11" Five Year Plan and its objects at different
phases until 2020, and also covered the environmental literacy.
Therefore, we have taken the Guideline for Citizen’s Moral Construction
and the Outline of the National Scheme for Scientific Literacy as the
guiding principle and theoretical foundation for our research project, and
have used their indicator systems as our reference system when
establishing the environmental literacy indicator system.

We focused on two areas of research: first, from a sociological
perspective, we proposed the basic concept and theoretical construction
of environmental literacy. When illustrating the basic theories on
environmental literacy, we have systematically reviewed relevant
foreign and domestic literature, and have summarized the historical

experience of domestic research on environmental awareness over the
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past two decades. Secondly, from a methodological perspective, we have
established a national public environmental literacy indicator system,
which is composed of 4 first-class indicators: Environmental Knowledge,
Environmental Value, Environmental Attitudes and Environmental
Behavior. A small samplé test was conducted in order to test the reliability
and validity of the indicator system.

We have put forward four policy recommendations to relevant
government agencies: first, carry out a public environmental literacy
survey in order to improve and establish a national public environmental
literacy indicator system. Secondly, establish a regular and continuous
public environmental literacy survey system that is guided by the
government, and will serve the public interest. Thirdly, regularly use
the concept of “public environmental literacy” when carrying out
environmental education and communication. Fourthly, formulate and
promulgate, at the right time, the Outline of the National Action Scheme
for Public Environmental Literacy.

We hope that the research results and findings of the Research
Project on National Public Environmental Literacy Indicator System will
draw attention and support from relevant governmental agencies; that the
research results will accumulate some experience for the theoretical
studies and foundational work of environmental education and
communication; and that the research results will shed some light on the
guiding principle, standard formulation, evaluation system and technical
methods for those who may by possibility formulate public
environmental literacy action plan in the future. Let us unite in common
efforts, with broader vision and greater efforts, to carry forward our
cause of national environmental education and communication to a new
heights and level!

The domestic literature review of this report was written by Hong
Dayong, Zhang Jinjun, Ma Guodong and Peng Yuanchun from Renmin
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University; the foreign literature review was written by two groups: Shen
Mingming, Yan Jie, Ren Liying and Wang Yuhua from Beijing
University and Wang Like, Fan Lei and Li Wei from the Chinese
Academy of Social Science; the combination of foreign and domestic
literature review was completed by Wang Yuhua; the research on
indicator system was written by Li Wei and Fan Lei from the Chinese
Academy of Social Science; and the testing report on the environmental
literacy indicator system was written by Ren Liying and Wang Yuhua.
For the successful implementation of this research project, the
Department of Environmental Education & Communication of the MEP
has given valuable guidance and support; the United Nations
Development Programme( UNDP )and the China International Center for
Economic and Technical Exchanges (CICETE) have provided strong
support; and the CEEC of the MEP has offered specific guidance and
help. We would like to express our grateful thanks to all of the above

agencies and institutions.

The Research Project Group of the Research Project on National
Public Environmental Literacy Indicator System
June 2010
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