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Our Body

The human body consists of
about 60 trillion cells, and each
cell has about 10, 000 times as
many molecules as the Milky
Way has stars.

The largest cell in the hu-
man body is the female ovum,
or egg cell. /It is about 1/180
inch in diameter. /The smallest
cell in the human body is the
male sperm./It takes about
175, 000 sperm cells to weigh
as much as a single egg cell. ;

Every person has nearly
400, 000 radioactive atoms dis-
integrating into other atoms in

his or her body each second.

But there’s no need to worry
about falling apart. Each body
cell contains an average of 90
illion atoms—225 million times
thak 400, "000.
The skin of the human
adult body weighs six pounds.
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Each square inch of human
skin consists of 19 million cells,
sixty hairs, ninety w,
nineteen feet of blood vessels,
625 gweat glands, and 19, 000
sensory cells.

Forensic scientists can de-
termine a person’s sex, age,
aﬂﬁe by examining a single
strand of hair.

It takes 17 muscles to

smile, 43 muscles to frown.

One-fourth of the 206 bones
in the human body are located in
the feet. ‘

Man has tiny bones once
meant for a tail and unworkable
muscles once meant to move his
ears.

The average person’s hand
flexes its finger joints 25 million
times during a lifetime.

The fingernails grow faster
on the hand that you favor. If
you are left-handed, your left
fingernails will grow faster. The
middle fingernail grows faster
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than all other nails.

To keep your feet wamm,
put on a hat. Eighty percent of
all body heat escapes through the
head.

The palms of the hands and
soles of the feet contain more
sweat glands than any other part
of the body.

The soft mass of the adult
brain is motionless. Though it
consumes up to 25 percent of the
blood’s oxygen supply, it does
not grow, divide, or contract.

The brain is surrounded by

a membrane containing veins and
arteries. This membrane is
i ————y

filled with nerves of feeling.
However, the brain itself has no
feeling; if it is cut into, the
person feels no pain.

The average brain compris-
es 2 percent of a person’s total
body weight. Yet it requires 25
percent of all oxygen used by the
body, as opposed to 12 percent
used by the kidneys and 7 per-
cent by the heart.
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