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... his most gracious Sovereign, having heard that it had

been expected his subjects settled at Canton in the Chinese
Empire should have sent a deputation to the Court of Pekin, in
order to congratulate the Emperor on his entering into the
eightieth year of his age, but that such deputation had not been
immediately dispatched, expressed great displeasure thereat; and
being desirous of cultivating the friendship of the Emperor of
China, and of improving the connection, intercourse and good
correspondence between the courts of London and Pekin, and of
increasing and extending the commerce between their respective
subjects, had resolved to send his well beloved cousin and

ability, as his Ambassador extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to
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George the Third King of Great Britain France and Ireland Vc;
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heard that it had been expected his Subjects settled at Canton in
the Chinese Empire should have sent a Deputation to the Court of
Pekin in order to congratulate The Emperor on his entering into
the Eightieth year of his age, and that such Deputation had not
been immediately dispatched His Majesty expressed great
displeasure thereat. And being desirous of cultivating the
friendship of the Emperor of China and of improving the
connection intercourse and good correspondence between the
courts of London and Pekin, and of increasing and extending the
commerce between their respective subjects resolved to send his
well beloved Cousin and Counsellor The Right Honorable George
Lord Macartney Baron of Lissanoure one of his most honorable
Privy Council of Ireland and Knight of the most honorable Order of
the Bath and of the most ancient and royal Order of the white
Eagle, a nobleman of high rank and quality, of great virtue
wisdom and ability who has already filled many important offices
and Employments in the State as his Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary to the Emperor of China._,
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