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Preface

July Ist, 2007

It is very appreciative of Prof. Tung and Ms Pan who have produced this wonderful technical
book in such an entertaining and pleasant way. I truly believe this book will significantly help
both established research scientists and graduate students in preparing high quality research
publications, such as journal articles and theses, one way or another.

Publication of scientific articles has not been an easy task, not just for junior researchers
but also for experienced ones. One of the most challenging issues involved in scientific
publication is the review of relevant publications in the literature, including of course, the
compilation, listing, and citation of the references used in the work. It had not been rare for us
to spend hours and hours, and sometimes, days and days just trying to have a right format for
the manuscript we prepared.

To make the issue more complicated, there are thousands of scientific journals in a large
number of disciplines, almost each having a specific requirement for the reference and
citation format. In addition, there are many different sorts of publications such as books,
journal articles, conference proceedings, and now more likely, articles from www (internet)
sources. It has been a “dream” for scientific researchers to focus on doing scientific research
rather than wasting their time for the “book keeping” work, the reference editing.

This dream has come true, thanks to Prof Tung and Pan’s considerable effort of sharing their
extensive experience and also probably some “pains” with us. However, these pains will
absolutely be very much relieved from us, also thanks to Prof Tung’s excellent work.

Prof Tung has an enviable academic track record and has been one of youngest but
experienced leading professors in Taiwan. He has published extensively in leading and first
tier international journals. It is his such exceptional expertise that helps produce this excellent
and informative reference book.

Last but not least, I would like to congratulate Prof Tung and Pan on contributing this
excellent work. I do believe all readers will enjoy reading this invaluable and helpful
reference book, like I did. I really hope all users of this book will be able contribute more
significantly to and focus on scientific research. I think that is the dream of Prof Tung’s and
we all work together to help his dream come true.

Professor Lingxue Kong

Deakin University, Australia
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