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_ Home and Family

@ 1deas of Home Have Changed

A great many people, when they speak of home, tend to associate it with a
certain atmosphere, certain physical surroundings, and certain emotional
attitudes within themselves. This sentimentality toward home is something that
has come down to us from the past. Many modern people do not have it, and I
think it is a good thing that they do not.

In the old days life was difficult. Enemies could attack you and kill or rob
you, and you had little protection against them. People did not live in well-built
houses where doors could be locked. They did not have the protection of an
organized police force or telephones which could summon the police instantly.
How did this influence the way people felt about home? Small family groups
clung tightly together for protection against beasts and against other men. Only
the bravest went beyond the small family area. Even in the Middle Ages only
the most daring went to lands beyond the sea. The human pursuit of security
conditioned men to love their homes. I am sure that this feeling must have been
very strong among the early settlers of the United States who were obliged, by
famine and oppression, to take the plunge and go to the new land where they

knew no one and where they were subjected to Indian attack. We can see this
~ even today in the attitudes of minority groups who, because of a feeling of
insecurity, still preserve cohesive family ties.

Today, thanks to modern transportation and well-organized societies,
thousands of people willingly and eagerly leave the surroundings where they
were born, and the more often they do so, the less sentiment they are likely to
have for those surroundings. I lived in England for three years, and I noticed
that boys and girls left their parents’ homes and lived in dwellings of their own.




There they could just telephone and ask an agency to provide them with a house
or an apartment, which was their home. How has the meaning of the word
home been altered by such activity? What does home mean to those people or to
families who often move about, living in first one hotel and then another? I
believe that for them home means a place where they can have privacy.

This idea of home as being a place of privacy is emerging in my country,
Saudi Arabia, where the young are abandoning their parents’ homes to live their
own life. As for me, the atmosphere and surroundings of the place where my
parents live have no sentimental attachment. Home is where 1 can shut the door
and be by myself. At the moment it is a room in Eaton Hall. When I left my
parents several years ago, I was anxious to leave. You might call it unfeeling,
but that was the way I felt. On the day of my departure for the United States,
my grandmother sobbed and wept. My father, however, indicated that he
understood how I felt. “Son,” he said, “I am not sorry that you are leaving us.
I only hope that you make the most of your time.”

‘Words and Expressions

1. associate {a'sauftert] ve. Hi---+--BRARE], 30 eeeee oo AR E—E

2. surroundings [se'raundinz] n. J& B #Z3EYy, IREE

3. sentimentality [ 'sentimen'teelrts| n. ZRKZRR, BH

4. summon ['samon] ve. BMe, B &k, K

5. cohesive [keu'hisiv] adj. BHEIW,, HHEBIN

6. sentiment [ 'sentrmont | n. BAE,TH L, HHE GRER: WA

7. dwelling ['aweln] n. fF4b, 5

8. agency ['eidzenst] n. Z284;UE; 28540 AL TR B 4EH; HE

9. emerge ['madz] vi. B, REE; AEFEHOBE; &4

10. attachment [o'teet/mont] n. M, HE/E, W EY, M 1R, RIE K &
11. to take the plunge. REMRITSN; BRER . BRME

12. where they were subject to Indian attack: (FEHRJL) ffi1 =B ENES 4 A BB F
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@ Three Types of Darents

It is universally true that all parents in the world love their children.
However, as parents’ views of life vary, they show their love in different ways.
Generally speaking, parents can be classified into three types: the monarch
type, the servant type, and the friend type according to their different ways of
showing their love for their children.

The monarch type of parents are intolerant, autocratic, and self-centered.
They lay down regulations in the family for their children to observe.
Furthermore, they insist that their children should act upon them without



" question. When their authority is challenged,
they become infuriated. With a firm belief in
their own philosophy of life, they have little §
respect for others’ opinions, least of all, their
children’s. The sentence they say most
frequently to their children is, “You should do

this. ” o i ;
Contrary to the monarch-type parents, the servant-type parents revolve

around their children all the time. They are soft, good-natured, and easy-
going. They never deny their children any wish, and cheerfully run to buy
anything their children ask for. They are happy so long as their children are
content. With the sincere belief that love means sacrifice, they are ready to
give up anything for their children’s sake. With their children at the center of
their lives, they always ask, “What else can we do for you?”

The friend-type parents, as the term implies, treat their children as
friends. They are generous and wise. Like good friends, they discuss with their
children the latest news, share their children’s interests, and listen attentively
to their children’s expression of emotion, whether it is anger, fear, joy or
sorrow. They have an intimate relationship with their children while adhering
to their principled stand. They discuss problems with their children rather than
provide ready solutions. They respect their children as their equals. They often
say, “Let’s put our heads together and see what we can do.”

There is no doubt that children welcome the third type of parents, for a
free, friendly, and sympathetic atmosphere at home is most favorable to the
development of youngsters both in body and in mind. All parents should re-
examine and change some of their ways of showing their love if they want their
children to grow up happily and healthily.

Words and Expressions

. universally [ junt'vasslt] adv. %38 #i; B4k

. monarch ['monsk] n. BHE;FE

. intolerant [m'tolerent | adj. REEZH; REEK

. autocratic [ joteu'kreetik] adj. MIRFIZH; FThETEHHEH

. adhere [od'hia] vi. Bhifff; "R¥F

. principle [ 'prinsopl] #. B0l R ; B

. sympathetic [ isimpa'6etik] adj. £ RIE.L 0 SRR BRRLK
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