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A Brief Introduction

Qu Yuan, a cultural giant in Chinese history, is a great writ-
er as well as a thinker. The biography discusses Qu Yuan’s out-
standing literary achievement, analyzes his prominent contribution
in the development of Chinese thought and culture, emphatically
from the view of the political thought, the conception on the natu-
ral law, the outlook on life, the aesthetical idea, the patriotism
and etc, and demonstrates that he occupied an important position
in traditional Chinese culture since he had had a great influence
on the later generations. In order to locate Qu Yuan in the histo-
ry, the author makes a detailed analysis of the historical and cul-
tural background against which Qu Yuan was born, compares the
thought of Qu Yuan with that of the scholars of various schools in
Pre-Qin Times, to find out their similarities and differences and
point out Qu’s general and special character. Through the time of
more than 2000 years, an immense number of research works on
Qu Yuan has appeared. As opinions on some problems vary, no
unanimous conclusions can be drawn. In regard to Qu Yuan’s life
story and the authorship of some works, the book generally intro-
duces various opinions at first, and then makes an examination of
them, with the purpose of avoiding jumping at the unconvincing
conclusions and providing the readers with comparatively abun-

dant reference materials for the further researches.
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