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This task of gratitude to our fathers, justice to ourselves, duty to posterity, and love for
our spccics in general, all imperatively require us fuithfully to perform.
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And, in short, let it become the political religion of the nation: and let the old and the
young, the rich and the poor, the grave and the gay. of all sexes and tongues, and colors
and conditions, sacrifice unceasingly upon its altars.
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And thus. from the force of circumstances, the basest principles of our nature, were
either made to lie dormant, or to become the active agents in the advancement of the
noblest cause — that of establishing and maintaining civil and religious liberty.
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the Union, to extort my vote, can &carcely be dwlmgunhed in principle.
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The Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions;
Address before the Young Men’s
Lyceum of Springfield, Illinois

January 27, 1838

; ?; As a subject for the remarks of the evening, the
i perpetuation of our political institutions, is
selected.

In the great journal of things happening
under the sun, we the American People, find
our account running, under date of the
nineteenth century of the Christian era. — We
find ourselves in the peaceful possession, of the
fairest portion of the earth, as regards extent of
territory, fertility of soil, and salubrity ( 5 25{#5E) of climate. We
find ourselves under the government of a system of political
institutions, conducing more essentially to the ends of civil and
religious liberty, than any of which the history of former times tells
us. We, when mounting the stage of existence, found ourselves the
legal inheritors of these fundamental blessings. We toiled not in the
acquirement or establishment of them — they are a legacy bequeathed
(oo~ 1RMELS) us, by a once hardy, brave, and patriotic, but now
lamented and departed race of ancestors. Their’s was the task (and
nobly they performed it) to possess themselves, and through
themselves, us, of this goodly land; and to uprear upon its hills and
its valleys, a political edifice (JX/B) of liberty and equal rights; ’tis
ours only, to transmit these, the former, unprofaned by the foot of
an invader; the latter, undecayed by the lapse of time and untorn by
usurpation, to the latest generation that fate shall permit the world
to know. This task of gratitude to our fathers, justice to ourselves,
duty to posterity, and love for our species in general, all imperatively

require us faithfully to perform.
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How then shall we perform it? — At what point shall we expect
the approach of danger? By what means shall we fortify against it? —
Shall we expect some transatlantic military giant, to step the Ocean,
and crush us at a blow? Never! — All the armies of Europe, Asia
and Africa combined, with all the treasure of the earth (our own
excepted) in their military chest; with a Buonaparte for a
commander, could not by force, take a drink from the Ohio, or make
a track on the Blue Ridge, in a trial of a thousand years.

At what point then is the approach of danger to be expected? I
answer, if it ever reach us, it must spring up amongst us. It cannot
come from abroad. If destruction be our lot (#Fi=) we must
ourselves be its author and finisher. As a nation of freemen, we must
live through all time, or die by suicide.

I hope I am over wary; but if I am not, there is, even now,
something of ill-omen, amongst us. I mean the increasing disregard
for law which pervades the country; the growing disposition to
substitute the wild and furious passions, in lieu of the sober
judgment of Courts; and the worse than savage mobs, for the
executive ministers of justice. This disposition is awfully fearful in
any community; and that it now exists in ours, though grating to our
feelings to admit, it would be a violation of truth, and an insult to
our intelligence, to deny. Accounts of outrages committed by mobs,
form the every-day news of the times. They have pervaded the
country, from New England to Louisiana; — they are neither
peculiar to the eternal snows of the former, nor the burning suns of
the latter; — they are not the creature of climate — neither are they
confined to the slave-holding, or the non-slave-holding States.
Alike, they spring up among the pleasure hunting masters of
Southern slaves, and the order loving citizens of the land of steady
habits. — Whatever, then, their cause may be, it is common to the

whole country.
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It would be tedious, as well as useless, to recount the horrors of
all of them. Those happening in the State of Mississippi, and at St.
Louis, are, perhaps, the most dangerous in example and revolting to
humanity. In the Mississippi case, they first commenced by hanging
the regular gamblers; a set of men, certainly not following for a
livelihood, a very useful, or very honest occupation; but one which,
so far from being forbidden by the laws, was actually licensed by an
act of the Legislature, passed but a single year before. Next,
negroes, suspected of conspiring to raise an insurrection, were
caught up and hanged in all parts of the State; then, white men,
supposed to be leagued with the negroes; and finally, strangers,
from neighboring States, going thither on business, were, in many
instances subjected to the same fate. Thus went on this process of
hanging, from gamblers to negroes, from negroes to white citizens,
and from these to strangers; till, dead men were seen literally
dangling from the boughs of trees upon every road side; and in
numbers almost sufficient, to rival the native Spanish moss of the
country, as a drapery of the forest,

Turn, then, to that horror-striking scene at St. Louis. A single
victim was only sacrificed there. His story is very short; and is,
perhaps, the most highly tragic, if anything of its length, that has
ever been witnessed in real life, A mulatto (BHIEMLJL) man, by
the name of McIntosh, was seized in the street, dragged to the
suburbs of the city, chained to a tree, and actually burned to death;
and all within a single hour from the time he had been a freeman,
attending to his own business, and at peace with the world.

Such are the effects of mob law; and such as the scenes,
becoming more and more frequent in this land so lately famed for love
of law and order; and the stories of which, have even now grown too

familiar, to attract any thing more, than an idle remark.
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But you are, perhaps, ready to ask, “What has this to do with
the perpetuation of our political institutions?” I answer, it has much
to do with it. Its direct consequences are, comparatively speaking,
but a small evil; and much of its danger consists, in the proneness of
our minds, to regard its direct, as its only consequences, Abstractly
considered, the hanging of the gamblers at Vicksburg, was of but
little consequence, They constitute a portion of population, that is
worse than useless in any community; and their death, if no
pernicious example be set by it, is never matter of reasonable regret
with any one. If they were annually swept, from the stage of
existence, by the plague or small pox, honest men would, perhaps,
be much profited, by the operation. — Similar too, is the correct
reasoning, in regard to the burning of the negro at St, Louis, He had
forfeited (3% 2%) his life, by the perpetuation of an outrageous
murder, upon one of the most worthy and respectable citizens of the
city; and had not he died as he did, he must have died by the sentence
of the law, in a very short time afterwards. As to him alone, it was as
well the way it was, as it could otherwise have been. — But the
example in either case, was fearful. — When men take it in their
heads today, to hang gamblers, or burn murderers, they should
recollect, that, in the confusion usually attending such transactions,
they will be as likely to hang or burn someone who is neither a
gambler nor a murderer as one who is; and that, acting upon the
example they set, the mob of to-morrow, may, and probably will,
hang or burn some of them by the very same mistake. And not only
so; the innocent, those who have ever set their faces against
violations of law in every shape, alike with the guilty, fall victims to
the ravages of mob law; and thus it goes on, step by step, till all the
walls erected for the defense of the persons and property of
individuals, are trodden down, and disregarded. But all this even, is
not the full extent of the evil. — By such examples, by instances of

the perpetrators of such acts going unpunished, the lawless in spirit,
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are encouraged to become lawless in practice; and having been used
to no restraint, but dread of punishment, they thus become,
absolutely unrestrained. — Having ever regarded Government as
their deadliest bane (#%%), they make a jubilee of the suspension of
its operations; and pray for nothing so much, as its total annihilation
CR#f, 2FHK.,

While, on the other hand, good men, men who love tranquility,
who desire to abide by the laws, and enjoy their benefits, who would
gladly spill their blood in the defense of their country; seeing their
property destroyed; their families insulted, and their lives
endangered; their persons injured; and seeing nothing in prospect
that forebodes a change for the better; become tired of, and
disgusted with, a Government that offers them no protection; and are
not much averse to a change in which they imagine they have nothing to
lose, Thus, then, by the operation of this mobocractic spirit, which all
must admit, is now abroad in the land, the strongest bulwark (#£8£) of
any Government, and particularly of those constituted like ours, may
effectually be broken down and destroyed — I mean the attachment of the
People, Whenever this effect shall be produced among us; whenever the
vicious portion of population shall be permitted to gather in bands of
hundreds and thousands, and burn churches, ravage and rob provision-
stores, throw printing presses into rivers, shoot editors, and hang and
burn obnoxious persons at pleasure, and with impunity; depend on it,
this Government ca’nnot last. By such things, the feelings of the best
citizens will become more or less alienated from it; and thus it will be left
without friends, or with too few, and those few too weak, to make their
friendship effectual. At such a time and under such circumstances, men of
sufficient talent and ambition will not be wanting to seize the opportunity,
strike the blow, and overturn that fair fabric, which for the last half
century, has been the fondest hope, of the lovers of freedom, throughout
the world.
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