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A Brief Introduction

There are already numerous books and essays on Du Fu. Al-
. so, there are already many biographies of the poet. The two dis-
tinguishing features of this book are, first, it not only takes Du Fu
to be a great poet and expounds his poetry attainments and the
course of the development of his writing, but also takes Du Fu to
be a great thinker and discusses his life philosophy, political ide-
a, literary theory and aesthetic thought. Second, this book com-
bines criticism and biography, but lays emphasis on criticism. It
tries to examine Du Fu in a broad background of the age and the
society, then gives a rather profound elaboration on his position,
influence and meaning.

There is a map of Du Fu’s track at the begining of the book,
it makes the reader clear at a glance. For the convenience of the
reader, a brief chronicle of the life of Du Fu, a name index, a
bibiiography, and a subject index are provided at the end of the
book.
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