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We welcome you all to the land of wonder and enchantment!

As one of the oldest sites of human existence where the remains of the oldest known human
ancestor is found, we claim that Ethiopia is the origin of mankind. Ethiopia’s history goes back to
the Old Testament and is one of the first Christian countries. It is one of the few African countries
to have its own alphabets; it also has its own time system and unique calendar and is the origin of
coffee beans. Ethiopia is the only African country that had never been colonized.

Ethiopia is a land of natural contrasts; it has some of Africa’s highest mountains as well as the
world’s lowest and hottest points below sea level. With high and magnificent mountains, abundant
waterfalls, the largest number of rivers in the world and being the source of the Nile River,
Ethiopia is blessed with natural beauty, a variety of landscapes and unique wildlife.

Ethiopia is known for its ancient and medieval monuments, splendid rock-hewn churches
and colourful ceremonies. It’s a country with more than 80 unique ethnic, cultural and linguistic
groups.

The Capital city, Addis Ababa (meaning new flower) is a city of remarkable diversity and
charm. It is the seat of the African Union and many other international organizations. With
hundreds of representatives of the international community, embassies and consular offices, Addis
Ababa is the unrivalled diplomatic capital of Africa.

The national carrier, Ethiopian Airlines, flying to more than 60 destinations in the world
and to 40 destinations in Africa is a world class African carrier connecting Africa to the rest of
the world since 1946. Ethiopian Airlines had been flying to China since 1973 serving as a link
between China and Africa through its hub at Addis Ababa. Currently Ethiopian Airlines flies from
four Chinese cities to Addis Ababa including Beijing, Guangzhou, Hangzhou and Hong Kong.

In this diary book written by Mr. Zhang Bo about the Great Rift Valley of Ethiopia, you
will see the things I mentioned above that you should know about Ethiopia. Travel is not merely
about enjoying by one but about sharing with others. I thank Mr. Zhang for taking the initiative of,
hopefully, many initiatives to introduce Ethiopia to the Chinese public.

Wish that Chinese readers would get to know and understand Ethiopia and fall in love with
this country through this book. We invite Chinese friends to come and visit Ethiopia and Africa, to
see our beautiful country, our distinct traditions and colourful cultures untouched by the modern
civilization, and the remains of the world’s first ancestor, Lucy, dating back to more than three
million years!

Chief Representative, China office, Ethiopia Airline
Fikre Degife
August 2011
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