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§HEID!

Introduction

When people think of Switzerland they think of snowy
mountains. Many people think too of Heidi, the story of the
little Swiss girl who lived in the mountains. This story was
written over a hundred years ago, in German—but for all that
time people have been reading it, in many languages.

The writer, Johanna Spyri, was born in 1827 in the small
farming village of Hirzel in the Swiss Alps. She grew up there
with her three sisters and two brothers. Like Heidi she loved
the beautiful mountains. Her father was the village doctor.
After leaving school she went to study in Zurich, and in 1852
she married Bernhard Spyri, a lawyer. They had one child, a son
called Bernhard, who died in 1884, aged twenty-nine. His father
died later in the same year. Johanna Spyri stayed in Zurich until
her death in 1901. She did not begin writing books until she was
about fifty: Heidi was written in 1880, when she was fifty three.
It became popular at once. A number of other books followed,
but none of them was as popular as Heidi.

Heidi is a child without a mother or father. She comes to
live with her grandfather when she is only six. Her grandfather
is a hard, unhappy man, who hates everyone. That’s why he
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A

chooses to live alone, high up in the mountains. There is a
village nearby, but he doesn’t talk to the people there. Will
Heidi be able to make him change his ways?

Heidi loves living with her grandfather and his two pretty
goats, Snowy and Brownie. She makes friends too with Goat-
Peter and his family who also live on the mountain.

But she does not stay in the mountains for ever. She goes
to Frankfurt, where she finds a new friend: poor Clara, who
can’t walk. Heidi learns many new things in Clara’s fine house in
Frankfurt. But she doesn’t belong in a city—she belongs in the
Swiss mountains, and that is where we think of her.

A hundred years ago, writers for children wanted their
stories to teach a lesson. Johanna Spyri tried to show her
readers that even a young child can help other people and
make them happy. Is Heidi too good to be true? Well, perhaps.
But when we are reading about her, we believe in her, because
she is so full of life. And we certainly believe in Peter, who is not
good at all!

Heidi is still one of the most popular children’s stories in
the world (and it’s not only children who enjoy it). Films for the
cinema and for television have been made of it, and so more
people than ever enjoy Heidi’s story.
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. CHAPTER 1.

Alm-Opa

+ QUESTIONS BEFORE READING *

»  Why didn’t Heidi live with her father and mother?
»  Why did Dete bring Heidi to her grandfather?

» How did Dete and Heidi get to Alm-Opa’s house?




FHEIDI

The little village of Dorfli was high up in the Swiss Alps. There
were mountains all round it—big, beautiful mountains with
snow on them. The nearest mountain was called the Aim.

High up on the Aim was a little wooden house. An old man
lived there, alone with his two goats. People calied him Alm-
Opa. He had quarrelled with the people of the village, and now
he never spoke to anyone. People told terrible stories about
him. When he was a young man he had lost all his father’s
money, and gone away to a far country. Nobody really knew
what he had done there. But in the end he came back—with a
son, but no wife.

Everybody liked Tobias, the son. He got work in Dorfli, and
then he married a girl from the village. Her name was Adelheid.
Soon they had a child, a little girl. They named her Adelheid,
too—but they always called her Heidi.

Heidi was only a year old when Tobias was killed. He was
working in a house, and a big piece of wood fell on his head.
Poor Adelheid became very ill, and died soon after. Now Heidi
had no mother and no father. She had a grand father, Alm-
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HHEIDI

Opa—but he didn’t want a child of a year old! So who could
look after Heidi?

Adelheid had a sister, Dete, who lived in a small town not
far from Dorfli. Dete took the child to live with her.

But Dete didn’t want to look after Heidi for ever. When
Heidi was six, Dete met a German lady. The lady asked Dete to
work for her, in her house in Frankfurt. Frankfurt is a big city,
and Dete wanted to go there very much. But what about Heidi?
“I'll take Heidi to her grand father,” she thought. “He can look
after her”

So one day in June, Dete brought Heidi back to Doff li. She
walked quickly through the village, pulling Heidi along. She
didn’t want to answer a lot of questions.

But a woman saw her and called out, “Dete! Is that your
poor sister’s child? Where are you taking her?”

“To AIm-Opa,” said Dete. “He must look after her now. I've
got work in Frankfurt.”

“What!” the woman cried. “That terrible old man, who
never speaks to anyone, and never goes to church? What will
he do to the poor child? You can’t leave her with him!”

But Dete didn’t stop. They went on up the mountain. The
sun was hot and Heidi’s face was very red. She was wearing all
her clothes at once—three dresses, one over the other.

After forty minutes they came to a little wooden house on
the mountain side. It had a broken door, and there were holes
in the roof.

“Is that Grandfather’s house?” cried Heidi.

OIOo



German

adj. BERN

go to church

iEHIEE

roof

n. Bl

IREE - BEfH, AIRMABE - N—ZKRNETF! B
AHERERRHERE ?

P AE/R S TEA NIRIRAUERR, (E7EREB/RRF
Rmy—A/NE b, BT HE T HOH%.

o 2EBREA U RENEE. WK, T,
ERIBILT —ABERA . XARAERBRBIMIEE
ZHENREEM, EEEREAET, BER
HEFEEX, TREBFEADE? “REHHED
ih3FSTARE, ” AR, “fhEr U ”

Hitk, 6 HEM—K, ERHEHFHERIE/RE
A, SEHCBERIAF, —EREREER . Al AEEE
FEEARTER T HIFIE,

HE—NMALZBELTH, KERE : “@F% X
SRR VREBET S IHIH R T ie? REE G ZRER) L ™

“ERIRF/RES - BE,” MEZRN, “HIFES Bt
K T . FRIEEZEEREI TET .

“han” B AFEGGE, ‘B MEESL REH
MMRAREIEFA, HMRAR EHERIALE? B
FESREX AR TIR? VR AREHEE T BREGAH ! ~

O 2ERTRAE TREE, il EEx,
FIHRR, WFHNRFEEL. e herEian
_E, H=t, ~GEEF—-H.

40 s3¥RZ)E, MUBPREI T Wi E—1IRELE.
WRERIET], B EAACEE.

“BEE RIS TR " #EIE.

OII



FHEIDI

“No, his house is higher up,” said Dete. “That’s Goat-Peter’s
house.”

“Who's Goat-Peter?”

“Oh, he’s dead now. His wife and her old mother live there.
And his son—he’s called Goat-Peter too. He takes all the goats
from the village up the mountain every day.”

They went on up the Alm, and at last they came to another
wooden house. This one was much nicer. An old man was sitting
on a seat in front of it. He had a long white beard, and hard eyes.

“Good morning, Alm-Opa!” Dete said. “I've brought you
Tobias and Adelheid’s child.”

“And what has she to do with me?” he said.

“I've looked after her for five years—now you can take
her,” said Dete.

“And if the child is unhappy, and cries for you?” asked the
old man. “What shall | do then?”

“You must find the answer yourself” Dete said. “People
call you a bad old man—but even a bad old man must look after
his own grandchild.”

Now the old man stood up. He looked so angry that Dete
moved back. “Leave the child and go!” he cried. “And you
needn’t come back!”

“Good-bye then, Heidi,” said Dete quickly. She ran all the
way down the hillside. She had done what she wanted—but
she was not very happy about it.
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