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The Jungle Book

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865—1936) was an English
writer who won the Nobel Prize in 1907. He wrote short
stories, poems, novels which were set in India and Burma

during the British rule.

Kipling was born on December 30, 1865, in Bombay (now
Mumbai). At the age of six he was sent to England. From 1882—
1889 he edited and wrote short stories for the Civil and Mili-
tary Gazette of Lahore, India. He published Departmental
Ditties (1886), satirical verse dealing with Civil and Military
barracks-life in British colonial India-and a collection of his
magazine stories called Plain Tales from the Hills (1887).
Kipling’s literary reputation was established by six stories of
English life in India, published in India between 1888 and 1889,
that revealed his profound identification with India and his
appreciation for Indian people. Thereafter, he traveled exten-
sively in Asia and the United States, married Caroline Balestier,
an American, in 1892, lived briefly in Vermont, and finally
settled in England in 1903. He was a prolific writer; most of
his work attained wide popularity. He received the 1907 Nobel
Prize in literature, the first English author to be so honoured.
Kipling died on January 18, 1936, in London.
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The Jungle Book

Kipling is regarded as one of the greatest English short
story writers. As a poet he is remarkable for rhymed verse
written in the slang used by the ordinary British soldier. His
writings consistently project three ideas: intense patriotism,
the duty of the English to lead a life of strenuous activity,
and England’s destiny to become a great empire. His insis-
tent imperialism was an echo of the Victorian period of
England.

Among Kipling’s important short fictional works are Many
Inventions (1893), The Jungle Book (1894), and The Second
Jungle Book (1895), collections of animal stories, which many
consider his finest writing; Just So Stories for Little Chil-
dren (1902); and Puck of Pook's Hill (1906). The highly popu-
lar novels or long narratives include The Light That Failed
(1891), about a blind artist; Captain Courageous (1897), a
sea story; Stalky & Co. (1899), based on his boyhood experi-
ences at the United Services College; and Kim (1901), a pic-
turesque tale of Indian life that is generally regarded as his
best long narrative. Among his collections of verse are Bar-
rack-Room Ballads (1892), which contains the popular po-
ems Danny Deever, Mandalay, and Gunga Din; and The Five
Nations (1903), with the well-known poem Recessional.
Something of Myself which was published posthumously
(1937), contains an unfinished account of his unhappy child-
hood in an English foster home and at school.
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