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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world

children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The

Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Folktales. The book is the fourth in the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We
hope that you will enjoy it as much as the previous volumes. :

A folktale is created by working people. With fictitious content a
folktale is a kind of oral literary work in prose style. It reflects the realistic
attitude of working people in different times, the spirit of happiness that
they work for, and their longing for a glorious future. The folktale has
been polished by innumerable people throughout the ages and is an
embodiment of the wisdom of human beings.

The book selects seventy world-famous folktales including fifteen
Chinese folktales and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek and Roman folktales as well as
Egyptian, Indian, Persian and other countries’ famous folktales.

The editor-in-chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous
Chinese writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu,
former president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The volumes are written both in Chinese and English. We have
specially invited the American professors Dr. Samuel Nicholson and Mrs.
Ella Nicholson to be the general editors of the translations. They have
worked arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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Glureming and his wife moved to the area of Azhedi while it was still farm-
land. They had a hard time making a living.
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In a town nearby lived Rebubala and his family. They were callous, cruel,

rich and influential. They were so mean that even ants dared not cross their
threshold.
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Rebubala had a son named Azhi who looked rather like a monkey.
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Glureming also had a son named Ahei, but he was clever,brave,and an ex-
pert in farming, riding , shooting , and singing.
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Ahei had a younger sister named Ashima who was a very lovely girl.
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Time passed by, and Ashima gradually grew up to be a young lady. Every-
one who saw her had a good opinion of her.
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The young men in Azhedi all deeply desired her, and would go to see her

three times a day for nothing and nine times a day if they had something to ask of
her.
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When the Rebubala family heard about the good reputation of Ashima , they

decided to get Azhi to take Ashima as his wife. They asked Haire,a man of great
influence to be their matchmaker.
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After accepting some generous gifts , Haire went to the Ashima’s home.
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Ashima’s parents flatly refused the idea even though Haire made an extrav-
agantly colorful speech.
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When Ashima returned home after herding cattle, Haire greeted her with a
smile and tried to persuade her to marry Azhi.
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“No,no! I’ll never marry him! ”Ashima gave a categorical answer.
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The vicious Rebubala led a group of his friends to kidnap Ashima. As they
rode along, they caused clouds of dust fly into the air.
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The bamboo fence could not block the soldiers’ way, nor could the parents
stop the kidnapping of their lovely Ashima who was dragged out of the house.
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Ashima held back her tears and shouted while struggling, “Dad! Mama!
Call Brother Ahei back to save me! ”
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The sorrowing parents could not help bursting into tears. They became thin-
ner day by day. Oh, birds in the sky,please tell Brother Ahei to return home im-

mediately!
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