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“OH, wow, cool. The sky’s so
close,” murmured Fu Jianjun,
suspended in a seat 40 metres
up in the air. He had the idea of
reaching out and touching the
cloud floating by.

Then, all of a sudden, Fu felt
the seat, attached to a 20-metre-
long arm, plunging earthward at
a speed he wasn’t ready for. In
an instant, the blood rushed to
his head, he forgot the cloud,
and let out a scream.

Fu, who studies at Haidian
University in Beijing, was get-
ting his thrills on the G-Force
Booster ride at World Carni-
val Beijing 2004. The mobile
amusement park is run by
Hong Kong-based World Car-
nival Ltd, which was set up in
2001. The idea of taking an
amusement park on a tour was
borrowed from Europe.

Fu said he thought the rides
at World Carnival were not par-
ticularly adventurous, and that
he and his friends had come “‘just
because it is foreign.” He’s a sen-
sation seeker and has visited all
three of Beijing’s amusement
parks.

This one is billed as the
world’s largest mobile park, with
about 50 rides and 100 games of
skill, all transported from other
countries.

World Carnival had its main-
land debut in Shanghai last year,
and pulled in more than 2.2 mil-
lion people and did 2.4 billion
yuan-worth of business .

Now that excitement that tit-
illated the Shanghainese is here
in Beijing, with two million pre-
dicted to visit it and spend 150
million yuan.

Why is it that so many people
would brave the summer heat to
stand in long queues in the midst
of a noisy crowd for this form
of entertainment while the com-
petitions are losing money?

It’s the foreign origin and the
feel of exotic cultures.

Young people are obsessed
with imported culture, things
like McDonald’s and Coca Cola,

People looking for a good time may test their nerves at the World
Carnival in Beijing this summer. pHoTo BY TIANCHI

some sociologists say.

“Western culture is still novel
to most Chinese. We don’t have
many chances to reach out and
touch and examine it by hand.
The sharp contrast between ori-
ental and western culture just in-
creases our curiosity,” said Lu
Yulin, a professor of youth cul-
ture at China Youth University
for Political Sciences.

And, that curiosity is mostly
found in the young, who are the
target of World Carnival. They
have a lack of experience and an
abundance of energy. Their weak
attachment to cultural values al-
lows them to get closer to west-
ern culture.

So, World Carnival hits them
with messages that shout “we
are different.”” No wonder they
like it.

However, all cultures have
their place, Lu said. And foreign
ones, though novel, won’t nec-
essarily shake our roots.

But, that trust of foreign
brands can extend to things like
World Carnival.

A recent survey on brands
favoured by Chinese youth
showed that 95 per cent were
imports, with Nike, Adidas,
Coca Cola, and Kodak topping
the list. The study was done by
World Brand Lab, an interna-
tional branding think tank.

“Better products, stylish
designs, better service are what
foreign brands suggest. I buy
foreign products if I can afford
them,” was how University of

International Business and Eco-
nomics student Hua Yang put it.
His preference for things
foreign also helped explain
why he went to World
Carnival, when the much
cheaper Summer Carnival at
Shijingshan Amusement Park
is only four kilometres to the
east of the World Carnival site.
For some, iconic brands can
also mean wealth and status. In
that line of reasoning,
McDonald’s is not merely a fast-
food restaurant — it’s stylish
young dining. And obviously, an
Omega watch is no mere time-
piece but a status symbol.

The Shanghai Social Sciences
Academy attempted to get at the
roots of this World Carnival
thing in Shanghai, last year, in
its Social Sciences Weekly.

An article said that the World .

Carnival had become a fad, with
thousands of people talking
about it and going crazy about
it, so you were out-of-date if you
didn’t go.

Or, in the words of Ma
Mouchao, a psychologist at the
Chinese Science Academy,
“People have an inborn need to
follow the group even it is not
justified.”

Still, World Carnival is some-
thing light. Some think it’s an-
other slick marketing trick with
a foreign brand.

But, it’s up to you: if you like
it, go give it a try. If not, just be
yourself and forget about it.
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and other fomlsnf‘emertmmnem .
~ History: The world’s first
amusement parkappearedmfssa‘
in Chicago, US. The first twenty
_years of the 20th century were
_the “golden age” of amusement
‘ parks They began to dechne in

, i am )

funfair in
0 years ago.
ntury, simple
to the fair. By
many had grown
emble mobile amusement
rks, but still mobile.

_Highlights: There are no
funfairs in China since all parks
are permanent structures. Famous
funfairs worldwide include: Funfair
World in the UK and Orange

3 Theme park

 Definition: a permanent fixture
covering a large area with rides,
‘games, cafes, and restaurants, all
connected to a single subject

History: Theme parks were the

successor to the amusement
parks. Disneyland in California,
‘US, set up in 1955, was the
world’s first theme park. By the
1980s, it was a-billion-dollar-a-
year industry in the US and
elsewhere in the world. Today,
theme parks are the main form of
entertainment park in western
countries.

Highlights: There is no real
theme park in China. World famous
parks include: Alton Towers in the
UK; Disneyland and Umversal
Studms in the US e
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