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Introduction

R D Blackmore &

Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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The Doones
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What had happened to John Ridd's father?

‘Who were Annie and Lizzie?

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?

‘Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

I

HOANE

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

‘We came out of school at five oclock. A iong line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Points to Remember
&m

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
BERE, —MEONBAMNBBLEAT.

We left Tiverton early in the morning.
—REBATRRRTF TR,

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses’ heads.
AELRBAE, RIBTEERDLAENRRA.

They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
HIMAEASE, FESE#R,

All the lands were owned by these two men, and
each received one half of the money got from
them.
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| was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time would come.
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8 THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER

Introduction

Mark Twain

The writer’s real name was Samuel Clemens. He was born in
1835 in the state of Missouri, not very far from the little town of
Hannibal. Hannibal, on the west bank of the Mississippi River, is
the “St Petersburg” of this book. It was then a village (though it
is sometimes called a “town” in this book), but it is now a town
of about 19,000 people.

Sam'’s boyhood in Hannibal seems to have been quite
happy, though they were rough times in such a place on the
edge of civilised America. He was only twelve when his father
died, and he had to start work in his older brother’s printing
works. It was not exciting work for a love of action, and Sam
was glad to change from printing to piloting the Mississippi
River steamboats. It was important and difficult work. The
water was often not deep enough for a big steamboat, and rain
or dry weather farther up the river could make a difference to
the speed of the river water as well as to its depth.

Sam Clemens was happy as a river pilot. But the Civil War
between North and South (1861—65) put an end to the great
days of the river boats. Sam became a newspaper reporter,
choosing to write, not as Samuel Clemens, but as “Mark Twain”
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I THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER

This was the call of the river-boat leadsman when he tested the
depth of the water with his line and found it was two fathoms
deep, which was enough for a large steamboat (1 fathom = 1.83
metres).

It was as a newspaper reporter that Mark Twain joined a
ship taking some of the earliest American tourists to Europe
and the East. Out of that came his first full-length book, The
Innocents Abroad (1869). It was a very funny book, and it
showed Americans that they could laugh at themselves. In the
book, Mark Twain’s tourists visit place after place and judge
everything, not for historical or artistic values, but comparing
the things seen with things in their own experience. One of
their judgements that readers enjoyed was about the great
artist Leonardo da Vinci:

They spell it Vinci and pronounce it Vinchy; foreigners
always spell better than they pronounce.

The success of that book made it possible for Mark Twain
to end his work as a newspaper reporter, and spend his time
writing books. His two most famous books are this one: The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876), and—much later, in 1884—
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The setting for both is the
great Mississippi River that had meant so much to Samuuel
Clemens as a boy and as a young man.

The Mississippi River
The name Mississippi means “Father of waters” in the Algon-
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§ THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER

quin Indian language. The river, 3,779 kilometres long, begins at
a height of 446 metres in the state of Minnesota. It flows at first
between high cliff-like banks, then through valleys which are
thickly forested. It receives water from a number of other rivers,
including the lllinois and America’s longest river, the Missouri.
These rivers formed the way for the settlement of the central
United States. When steamboats arrived, from 1812, there was
a great increase in travel and trade.

A place like Hannibal (Mark Twain’s “St Petersburg”) would
be visited by steamboats carrying passengers or goods up or
down the river. The people would also see great rafts of logs
from the forests on the banks. Several men would live on these
rafts, taking them down the river to the sawmills at the ports.

The river, then, was very important in the life of a place like
Hannibal. And that is why, in play, a boy like Ben Rogers “was
the Big Missouri, a great river steamboat nearly three metres
deep in the water. He was the steamboat, and the captain, and
the engine-room bells.”

The Cave

There is a cave south of Hannibal that is very much like the
“McDougal’s Cave” of this story. The real cave, McDowell’s
Cave, is visited every year by thousands of tourists. They don’t
use candles now, and they don’t get lost. They visit it because
it has real wonders—rather like the “Hall”, the “Great Church”,
“Aladdin’s Palace” and other wonders of “McDougal’s Cave”—
but mainly they go because it is important in a favourite book:
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
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