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For a more beautiful China

Tian Jiyun, Vice Premier of the State
Council and Chairman of China National
Committee for the International Decade

for Natural Disasters Reduction



Unite and coordinate for the improve-
ment of ecologic environment
Qu Geping, Director of the State

Bureau of Environment protection
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For the conservation and continuous improve-

ment of the human survival environment

Sun Shu, Director, Bureau of Natural
Resources and Eanvironment Sciences,

Academia Sinjca



For a more beautiful China, miti€ate disas—
ters depending on science -and technology
Li Xu’e, Standing Vice Minister of
the State Science and Technology Commission
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Rely on science and technology, bring the
government functions into play, enhance the
sense of disasters prevention and mitiZate
the losses from disasters

Fang Zhangshun, Director of the State

Seismological Bureau
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PREFACE

In the extremely long and complicated process of
evolution and development over 4.6 billion years, the
earth has not only evolved mankind but also provided
a beautiful environment and rich natural materia1
resources for the existence and development of mankind,
However,various natural processes including geologi-
cal processes have, atthe same time, brought a lot of
disasters to mankind, In addition, the effects induced
by increasingly expanded production activities by man-—
kind, have intensified the conseQuences of naturai
disasters, which severely destroy the environmental
dspace for human survival and threaten the existence
and development of mankind, That is to say, it is the
nature that fosters mankind, but natural disasters con—
strain the development of the human society at the
same time_, The civilization history of mankind over
several thousand years is, in some sense, an epic one
of continuously learning the nature, adapting itself to
the nature, transforming the nature and indomitably
fighting against natural disasters.

In modern and future times, the whole mankind is
facing the severe challenges of three big difficult
problems, i e, , population Zrowth, resource shortage
and environment deterioration, A major subject the
whole mankind is facing is how to do a good job of
monitoring and control of geological hazards so as to

conserve the environment and mitigate the natural
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disasters,

Our country has a broad territory, big populatiom
and complicated geological and geofraphical condi-
tions Different kinds of natural geological disasters,
like flood, draught, wind, hail, earthquake, ground
collapse, landslide, debris flow, ground subsidence,
sea water intrusion, geofracture, soil salinization,
desertification, water and soil loss and so on, occur
frequently, which not only cause Zreat losses to the
people’s life and properties but also become a major
constraint factor for the development of national eco-—
nomy, [t can be seen that the conservation of geolo-
gical environment and evaluation, monitoring and
control of geological hazards are great tasks of the
geoscientific circles in our country which is not only
a main component of the whole environment conserva—
tion and disasters mitigation work but also an import—
ant field of geological work, To greatly enhance and
consciously conduct this aspect of work is a great ac—
tivity which is creditable to the modern times and be—
neficial for centuries, It not only has a Zreat signi—
ficance for safeguarding the people’s life and pro-
perties, benefiting future generations and promoting
the socialist modernization construction in our
country, but also is a major contribution to the im-
provement of the whole global environment and to the
benefit of the whole mankind,

In collaboration with the activities of the Inter—

national Decade for Natural Disasters Reduction star—
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ting 1990, and promoting the development of the con—
servation of geological environment and control of
geological hazards in our country, China Association:
of Geological Hazards Research, China Geolo&ical
News Press, China Institute of Hydrogeological and
Engineering Geological Exploration, Institute of En—
vironmental Geology of the Ministry of Geology and
Mineral Resources, Department of Geological Environ—
ment of the Ministry of Geology and Mineral Resou-
rces and other institutions jointly preside the rewar—-
dable solicitation activities of papers on “Conservation
of Geological Environment and Control of Geological
Hazards” | The Evaluation Committee of Paper Solici—
tation was composed of leading comrades and experts
from nine minjstries and commissions under the State
Council and nine central news agencies, The activities-
lasted for half a year, More than 600 papers Were co_
llected covering the main fields of the conservation
of geological environment and the control of geological
hazards,which has popularized knowledge,disseminated
the achievements obtained in these fields of our coun_
try, reflected the research on environmental geolo_.
gy and geological hazards as well as the history and.
status of their control, summed up experiences, dis—
closed the existing problems and at the same time in—
troduced the situation and experience abroad. It is a
centralized and highly intensified popularization and!
dissemijnation of knowledge of environmental geology

and geological hazards, which is Zreatly beneficial tos
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enhancing the sense of broad masses about the conser—
vation of geological environment and control of geo—
logical hazards, Under the care and support of all
walks of life in the whole country,the paper solicita—
tion activities achieved complete success, After that
some comrades endeavored to have edited a book
“For a more beautiful China” on the basis of selec-
tion and compilation of the published and unpublished
papers with addition of a few other manuscripts, The
book was autographed by Comrade Tian Jiyun, Vice
Premjer of the State Council and Chairman of China
National Committee for International Decade for Natural
Disasters Reduction and also received inscriptions
from leading comrades of related departments, Li
Xu’e, Qu Geping, Fang Zhangshun and Sun Shu which
acts as an encouraZe and support to the conservation
of geological environment and control of geolo%ical
hazards, I believe that the publication of the book
will surely receive welcome from broad readers,
thereby further promoting the popularization and
disseminatjon of the knowled€e of the conservation of
geological environment and control of geological
hazards and being helpful to the development of this
activity in our country,

Zhu Xun

Minister of Geology and Mineral Resources and

President of China Association of Geological

Hazards Research

April 12, 1991
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