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Abstract

Based on the resilience perspective, this research explores Chinese migrant
children’s coping process and strategies in adverse learning environments as well as the
assistance that social workers may provide for them in the coping process. Data analysis
was based on grounded theory in an effort to meeting the demand from researches on the
adaptive process of migrant children under their learning adversity and helping process:
by social workers in field in Mainland China. The results show: a) Migrant children
seek for help from their teachers, parents, and other relevant social members when
they are in adverse learning evironments. To cope with challenges they encount, they
employ effective strategies such as identifying learning resources, meeting learning
challenges, and improving academic performance, to overcome the deprived learning
environments and fulfill their learning potential. The supportive relationship among the
migrant children, the parents, and the teachers is the critical factor for the migrant
children to successfully handle adverse learning environments; b) The effective assis-
tance that social workers may provide for migrant children in the deprived learning envi-
ronments includes: improving migrant children’s learning ability, guiding parents to
support their children effectively, and establishing supportive relationship among the
migrant children, the parents, and the teachers. The key for social workers to provide
effective assistance is to understand the needs of migrant children and their relevant so-
cial members and to strengthen social support among them; and ¢) the mechanism op-
erating in the migrant children’s adaptive process in adverse learning environments is
well described as the concept of extended family resilience. That is, Chinese migrant

children’s success in the deprived learning environments depends on interaction among
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the migrant children, the parents, and the teachers. The concept of extended family
resilience propsed in this research well articulates the cultural influence and nature of
Chinese migrant children’s adaptive process in adverse learning environments. It can not
only overcome the limitations associated with the conceptulization of individual resili-
ence and family resilience prevailing in Western literature, but also provide a very use-
ful practice guideline framework for social work intervention especially with Chinese mi-

grant children.
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