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Preface

"T'eahouse, the Carrier of Chinese Culture

In recent years, oriental cultures, mainly Chinese culture, have set off a craze all over the world. The idea of tea,
Chinese architecture (more specifically, Chinese-style design, but | feel it would be too narrow, so | have chosen the
general term "Chinese architecture") have attracted more and more worldwide attention. We know from the feedback
from the sales channels that the book Chinese-style Leisure: Teahouse we published last year has not only won high
praise from people in our nation, but also has been a best-seller in bookstores in major customs and airports and
read by many foreign friends.

The opportunity of my publishing the teahouse book came like this: one afternoon, communication with Professor
Xi Jin of Chang'an University woke up my deep love for our ancestors' treasure - tea. Then | decided to do
something that | was capable of for the traditional Chinese culture. Chinese culture of five thousand years has great
impact on the world. Apart from the four great inventions of ancient China, there are another five great things in
Chinese culture that have find their places in the world - china, silk, tea, traditional Chinese medicine and Chinese
architecture. In that talk, Professor Xi Jin specially introduced to me Chinese architecture. Chinese architecture
distinguishes itself from that of any country or any nation. It attaches importance on nature, culture, recycle, energy
saving and environmental protection. It should be Chinese people's signs and symbols.

Totally by chance, | found teahouse could be a good carrier, because it is unlike ordinary residential buildings
which are simple match, and it is more unlike hotels which are combination of details. Teahouse has not only
combined tea, china and Chinese architecture, actually it also contains Chinese culture - Confucian culture. In every
teahouse, you can smell special fragrance of tea, see a variety of ceramic products and smell ink fragrance of
Chinese culture. In a teahouse, there are small bridge, flowing water and fragrance of bamboo, which are elegant
and quiet. All these elements combine Chinese culture of different places with the teahouse in a good way. This time,
we have published Chinese-style Leisure: Teahouse II, the compositions we selected are more representative than
those in last book and oriental culture is expressed more deeply and more purely.

We hope this book could be a carrier of Chinese culture. After a few years, readers can still feel atmosphere of
Chinese culture of five thousand years when reading it.

Xu Binbin
Shenzhen Chuangyang Cultural Dissemination Co., Ltd.
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Y
Gu Yuan Tea Club

design concept of this project originated from the "purity" principle of the essence of sado, "harmony,
respect, purity, peace". The space represents a realm of self-cultivation that "people become pure when there are no
chaos in their heart". In creating such an atmosphere, the designer hopes through communication with the space,
the visitors could feel the peaceful self after putting down the desires and distracting thoughts, to comprehend the
focused, restrained tea realm that is perfectly pure.

Based on the understanding of "everything is nothing", the design adopts neo-oriental style, which is moderate

and simple, to create a time-space-frozen plane world with only two vectors. It symbolizes clear mind and a return to
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and simplicity
Ming Gu Yuan Club learned from the Japanese dry landscape, and presented the nature of things to return

to tranquility and simplicity after prosperity. The tea club looks like an antique temple, which is peaceful and
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comfortable. The decoration materials are simple materials like raw wood and stone.
The designer confidently adopted natural linen as wall decoration material, whose
natural and appropriate texture creates an environment rich in culture. The space is
decorated with cloud-shaped lights set which responds to the theme of the space.
The partitions of the space are hollow walls,
two passages and three spaces. Entering in the first passage and space, you will see the
backdrop of painting "infinite love", in which a person sat alone by the window under

the moon and watched things prosper and die in the small space, which reveals purity

and peace of sado. In the second passage and space, the window extended from the

little tea room is an interpretation of ancient writing of "to avoid" and sado's "respect".

To avoid is to say "

do not do the things to others that you would not like to be done
to you". The space is comfortable and becomes a small world in its own way. Entering
in the second passage and the third space, which is the hall of Ming Gu Yuan, you will
see a long table connecting the space together, which shows integration and inclusion,
and "harmony" of sado. The spaces interpret the essence of sado through the spatial

relations.

h divide the space into a structure of
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Celebrity Tea Club

ThL‘ Pl‘OPI'lL’tO[' \\xmtcd to create a .\IﬂOOth space out f’!'Un] a end dwign Ot- art and nature, to attract all the gll;'\[\

who love tea to linger here.

This project is divided into two floors. The first floor is sales space of tea and tea sets. The second floor is art
calligraphy studio and tea room. The use of neat grille staircase divides the space into two parts in form, but in
essence they are connected into a whole.

Entering into the tea club, you will first see a Buddha statue standing in the waterscape, responding to the lights

on the ceiling. Through black tassel, light shines upon the water, from where light glow through the pebbles. The

® it . BRA designer took Buddhist style as the main design concept of the whole sp All the elements applied in the space
WITERAL, fRMNAARNAERITHEESE stress presentation of the very own texture of the materials, like rice paper lanterns, rusty iron surfaces, textured wall
mBths. hEEMN made of walnut wood, piles of pebbles in the water. Every single element when appreciated alone looks beautiful.
BREFR . 400375 %K When the elements are combined together, they have another kind of placi beauty.
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