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Buddha ’s Birthday ( Hana Matsuri)

Dialogue oo

A:Hana Matsuri, or “flower festival”, is observed on April 8 by the Japanese to celebrate the

Buddha’s birthday. “Flower festival” alludes to the season and to the garden in which Buddha was

born.

: You must refer to the great Indian prince Siddhartha Gautama.

A:Yes. Unlike other big spiritual honchos ,the Buddha was not a god. Some 2,500 years ago, in India,a

white elephant intimated to the monarch’s wife that she had conceived a child. She strode into the
palace garden,where according to legend she painlessly birthed a son. As a young man, this Siddhar-
tha Gautama bade farewell to all princely delights and sallied forth seeking — and eventually finding

— enlightenment.

: So this is a religious festival. The way it is celebrated must be also spiritual.

: That’s right. On April 8,every Japanese Buddhist temple sports a flower — festooned , peak — roofed

portable shrine. Under the peaked roof stands a bronze statue of the infant Buddha, pointing up at the
sky with his right hand and down to earth with his left. He stands in a basin filled with a dark , natu-
rally sweet tea, brewed from hydrangea leaves. A ladle lies poised in the basin. After the temple serv-

ice,the congregants line up at the shrine, taking turns using the ladle to pour tea over the statue’s
head.
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Pattaya Beach, Thailand
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A: Sand, sun and fun make Pattaya one of the most popular destinations for visitors to
Thailand. Pattaya, on the eastern coast of the Gulf of Thailand, is a cosmopolitan city dedicated to
the pursuit of excitement, pleasure and adventure. _

B That’s fantastic. But the first stop of my Thai trip is Bangkok. Can I easily go to Pattaya if I want to?

A ; Sure. Easy to get to from Bangkok by air conditioned bus. Pattaya offers every imaginable form of wa-

ter sports, plentiful and affordable golf courses, and stimulating nightlife.

. Wow!

A .In the last few years Pattaya has, in an effort to broaden its appeal to family vacationers, toned down

=)

some of the rowdy behavior that had given it a dubious reputation. But you will still find a profusion
of clubs and cabarets which cater to every taste and persuasion, and Pattayas famously charming
hostesses will still delight all your senses. Pattaya is the ideal destination for those seéking non-stop
entertainment. It has boisterous go-go bars, clamorous discos and tumultuous nightclubs. Visitors

seeking deserted and unpolluted beaches and a laid-back atmosphere should go elsewhere.
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