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The Patch of Life

Not long ago, my daughter’s frosting shoes were scratched by someone’s knife. She burst into
tears. I took the shoes to the shoemaker to get them repaired.

The young apprentice glanced at the opening and said, “there is nothing I can do but to replace
the upper. ”

His master looked at them and said to me, “If you trust me, I will add more scratches on both
of the shoes. ”

I was confused and asked why.

He explained, “ As if the openings were made on purpose for the sake of special style and
reuse.

I didn’t fully understand him, but I decided to leave the shoes.

Two days later I dropped by from work to fetch the shoes. At the first sight I found they were
indeed five or six more scratches on each shoe, but all the openings were patched by soft leather in
rust red with edges sewed by thick hemp thread; the stitches were twisted with the appearance of
roughness and plainness which was in accordance with the quality of frosting leather, more unique
and interesting than ever. I couldn’t help making compliments on the master’s craftsmanship.

Another time, my wife’s sister’s white blouse was torn a large opening on the back. My wife
took it over and checked carefully, and then said, “Let me take it home and mend it. ”

Three days later, seeing the blouse again, I was shocked: all the cracks and openings were
sewed up by thin and white thread and they took on a look of branches, like the ice crystal on
winter’s branches in the north. In order to intensify the effect, she attached a fatty snowman and a
cabin made of flowery cotton rags on the shirt. 1 sighed with praise, “It’s just as beautiful as a piece
of art!”

“I was inspired by that craftsman. Patches are supposed to be a regret, but a skillful craftsman
can make it take on a kind of perfection,” replied my wife.

Her words inspired me even more: perfection is impossible to achieve in everything; patches are
unavoidable, so is human’s life, which will appear in the form of injury, disability or disease.
Since you can’t change the existence of wound, you should not expect people’s sympathy by exposing
the wound, which reveals nothing meaningful. All you can do and have to do is to suture the wound
by patches and try your best to bloom a most beautiful flower on the wound, and that is the
significance of life.

N T

AR, LR ERER AT 7R 7L, ft e s E 58 . FRATEE T S B kbR K
1%,

ERRRCAER TR BRI O, k. CBR rEREERY, RTBERN S

fpy I E AR, M. “RERMMGEIR, R AEMW S L HERILE
H-fF."
KEBAR, R4

ff i “XHEFERNBEOFGHEZNEmM Y, 2880 E —#, A6
RS

2E-3E B W K



Sy

Fib AN R PR B, HiL R e R T #

WK, FR T BRI 22 0BCEE . Fe—BR g & SRR BUEE B8R W T hoNiE -, fH
FIRAT 0 11 AR ER BB LA B b2, DU HTRIBRERAE 0, MBI, RAMMRMT,
FUERY BCH R T M — 3, ESCRTEARs | S AR . FREE A BRI b T 0] %

AT, FERBIAR ST BB TR TRk, e T,
SR A LIPS LG U

3 KA, MUWRIBIEREACRE, FRZ T4, R ULETAT 89 SR 1 AR A 1 2k
BT, A L ZLWEIREL, D5 EhATr & KRB EAIUKAE. A 1 R sRIX R REOR . ik HI4E
AR OF 5 — RS AR — B/ KR, EFREOGE: “XMR IR —F

MEi =l
ZRI0 .

CHIESZ TR AN R AU A AR AN T RO R —FR R, HAE TSI A EELL
ENRB R e F TG

W fim e ©CIRMRIG K R T AT RE et 5e . AT oIk, AR E A
o4, ZMBOIE | FRIABN . BEARRICIE RO D Ar A, U B R
FUEAT , IBBEATAEAT A o PRGBS FLR U iU A T8 S0 0, IS )1 4ed);
FEEF S mi B9 4E e, it AR R

The Rainy Season of Your Life

My life suffered a lot in a summer five years ago. My father died of an accident resulted from
drinking , leaving my emaciated mother and two younger brothers alone. At that time, I was in a
senior high school. After my father’s funeral, the whole family was in a worse condition than ever.
As the eldest son, 1 had no choice but to quit school and work in a factory.

Life went on without any wonder. I dare not to ask for more, just hoping to bring up two
younger brothers. However, that’s not an easy thing, for I can’t afford their tuition even if 1 work
from day to night without stopping, and much worse, I must take my sick mother into
account. . . The present misery made me want to have another try, but it seems impractical, for |
can’t lose this job any more.

A thread of hope sparkled in those gloomy days suddenly.

It was a rainy dusk when I put myself in the rain and walked in the street.

Suddenly the rain stopped! To my bewilderment, I raised my head, and found that “the sky”
was in fact a dark blue umbrella. Then I heard a deep voice.

“Why not running without an umbrella?” a middle-aged man with one leg on crutch said to me,
“If you run, you would get less drenched. ”

I shook my head, but after a second I thought: Right, why not running without an umbrella?

His words shocked me deeply. Without my father’s protection, could I only be a slave to the
fate, and my dream in childhood only an illusion?

While walking together in the rain, I knew that he was a promoter from the city, and he
received an order and paid much time on it. Facing this guy, I had no sympathy but admiration.

I took the umbrella from his right hand and he told me that he once had dreamed of being a
policeman, but an accident ruined his dream. Though his present work was demanding and did not
suit for his leg, every outing was a wonderful start to him. He was glad that he didn’t lose heart and
still “ran” on the road of life. ..

It seems that everything is destined but not always. Enlightened by the man’s remarks, I went to
a city in the south and became an assurance representative. After two years’ “running”, I got
somewhere and my family turned better gradually. I came back to my senior high school for the
dream in my childhood. The year before last summer, I eventually succeeded in my entrance to
university.

Life is like this: when you are in rainy days in your life, if you couldn’t find a way to prevent




you from being drenched earlier, you would have been overwhelmed by it, but if you decide to get
rid of it, you’ll discover that the rainy days last not so long as you imagined.

Everything is so simple: to run without an umbrella!

When you run out of the rainy season of your life, there will be bright sky ahead of you.
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Life Is a Process of Making Honey

In a harvest season, a beekeeper tried making honey. He had no knowledge of the skills, so he
consulted his father. The retired, old beekeeper told his son, “It’s okay to make it with the common
method. However, on the point of completing it, remember to drop a little bitter medicine into the
honey. ”

On hearing this, he objected, “ Why to do so? It is simply to ruin the precious honey. ™ His
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father just smiled without reply.

Upon this, he made honey as he liked. Until the honey was done, he took a bit to taste. But
his honey was not as sweet as his father’s.

He was so confused that he had to ask his father. “Excuse me, why did you ask me to add
bitter medicine to the done honey? Won’t it ruin the taste of the honey?”

“It is the little bitterness in the honey that excites your tongue and makes the honey sweet. ”

Yes. Actually, the process of making honey is like that of going from youth to old age. A little
tear in life can make the reminiscences sweeter and more beautiful.
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Life Is a Handful of Candy

One sunny morning, when Einstein was about to go out of his office, the assistant came to tell
him, “Someone wants to invite you to make a speech on the weekend, whose reward is 10, 000
dollars. ”

Einstein didn’t hesitate at all and refused, “I have arranged this weekend, so I have no time. "

“Can’t you cut down tutoring Sophie once?” The assistant knew he would go to tutor math to
Sophie who studied in a junior high school.

“No, I'm still thinking of her candy,” Einstein said with a smile.

“Is her candy so sweet?” the assistant didn’t understand why he was at pains for the young girl
he happened to know. You know, Sophie paid the old man who was expert in math only half of her
candy.

That day, seeing Einstein come back from Sophie cheerfully, the assistant couldn’t help asking
him why he was so pleased.

Einstein told him, “Today, Sophie’s teacher praised her progress, saying that she had an
excellent teacher. The young girl was also so pleased that she awarded me a handful of candy, which
makes me particularly happy.”

Later, in Einstein’s diary, people once again read he thought much of such a trifle. He said
Sophie’s candy that day made him so sweet in his heart as long as he saw it, bringing him great joy
and precious treasure.

It turned out that in the world famous scientist’s eyes, the young girl’s sunny smile and a handful
of common candy were the sweetest spring that nourished his life.

Many years have passed, and many earthshaking events have been forgotten. But that handful
of aged candy passes through the vicissitudes of years and keeps wafting wisps of fragrance that still
nourishes our hearts.
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The Tent of Life

One day, the famous detective Sherlock Holmes went camping with his fellow, Dr. Watson.
After a nice meal and a bottle of good wine, these two men got into their tent and soon slept on both
ears.

Several hours later, Holmes woke up and pushed his friend. He said, “Watson, open your
eyes! Say what you see?”

Watson said, “I see beautiful stars all over the sky. ”

“Can you tell me the reason?” Holmes continued.

Watson hesitated for several minutes and said, “ Astronomically, this beautiful scene is due to
thousands of galaxies and innumerable planets. Look, there is the Leo; and there is the Saturn.
Pragmatically, I presume it’s three o’clock in the morning. Technologically, I think the universe is
so marvelous, and that compared with him we are so insignificant. And meteorologically, the
weather of tomorrow must be wonderful. Well then, Holmes, what are you feeling?”

Holmes said slowly, “Watson, you are so dull. Someone has stolen our tent. ”

Even Holmes’s tent could be stolen, and then how can the common avoid the awkward situation
of losing their tent? It is obvious that tents cannot prevent from thieves, even from wolves. They are
only used to shelter from night winds, starlight and dewdrops. Many people spend their whole life
looking for a tent for themselves; many other people wake up overnight to find his tent lost. The
changes of life are unfathomable forever.

Overnight, the tent of life is lost suddenly. Some people would get out of their wits, some
would feel like the world falls down and some would think a disaster would loom soon. We get used
to the life with a tent overhead. Virtually, the true beauty is often detected by accident.

It is our habitual thought that we would feel safe with a tent. The tent of life may be wealth,
profession, steady income, sociality or human relations, which are regarded as a shelter in the daily




life. It is seemingly important, but only when we lose it, can we find the more beautiful things are
kept off. For instance, losing the tent, we have stars twinkling all over the sky.
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Life Lies in Persistence

There was a young hunter, who was a marksman, but couldn’t catch wild geese.

So he went to an old man to ask for advice.

The old man took him to the reed habitat of wild geese, pointed at a wild goose standing at the
highest point and said, “That wild goose is a sentry, which we call it wild goose slave. As long as
it finds something unusual, it will give an alarm to the wild geese. So it is very hard to approach the
wild geese. But I have a method: Now you deliberately start the slave and then lurk there
motionless. ”

The young man did as he was told. Having found the young man, the slave immediately gave
an alarm to its companions. After hearing the news, the wild geese roosting there fled, but they
flew back in situ when they found nothing happened.

The old man let the young man followed suit for a few times. Finally, a few wild geese
thinking they were fooled started attacking the slave. Repeatedly, almost all the wild geese thought
the slave gave false military intelligence and vented all their discontent on the slave. The poor slave
was pecked all over with cuts and bruises.

“Now, you can approach the geese,” reminded the old man.

So the young man strutted into the reeds.

The slave saw the young man, but it was tired of caring.

The young man raised his gun. ..
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