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Beer, Beer, Everywhere: Oktoberfest '
By Benoit Finck

BEREGBEFRARADT RAMALAMBIER, LEHRH
BEZERNREKR BRAHECHBERGAR, X—-H4Y8 -1
MHEL BRIHAT 1995 FRERBREFTRABIRL, ik
AHEREMHULEERLE SRASFFEIRRF K.

Having waved goodbye to the pope, Catholic-dominated Munich?
turns on Saturday to its other “religion”,the 173rd Oktoberfest beer fes-
tival which is expected to attract six million visitors.

The tourists from around the world are expected to flock to the
southern German region for the 18-day celebration of beer, sausages
and good-natured rowdiness’. They will knock back® 6.1 million litres
of beer, roughly equivalent to one litre per person.

The Oktoberfest is also a time when Munich, one of the wealthiest
and trendiest® cities in Germany, suddenly throws fashion to the wind®.
Women of all ages and incomes don’ the traditional long dirndl® dresses,
often with floral motifs’ and complete with plunging necklines’. For
men, lederhosen''— knee breeches'?— are absolutely compulsory. Ba-
varian‘radition dictates that deerskin lederhosen are the best, because
they stretch to accommodate an expanding beer belly.

Celebrities like three-time Wimbledon champion Boris Becker"
dress up in the traditional garb,to parade for the benefit of photogra-
phers as the Oktoberfest becomes Germany’s society event for a fort-
night'".

This year, Paris Hilton, heiress” and American party queen, has
promised to make an appearance and pose with a foaming pint'®, al-
though after her recent arrest for drunk driving it is unclear whether she
will actually drink it.

The mayor of Munich, Christian Ude, will get the ball rolling at
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midday on Saturday by knocking a hole in a barrel of beer with the tra-
ditional cry of “Ozapft is” (It’s been tapped). Visitors will then
throng'’ through the 75 tents and public spaces on a 31-hectare site in
the west of the city.

The to Pprice of the traditional glass of beer served at the event,
known as a mass, has risen 55 cents to 7. 50 euros'® (9. 50 dollars) this
year, but that is not expected to seriously reduce anyone’s consumption.

For the first time, the organisers have set aside no-smoking areas
and a special area with fairground” rides will be reserved for children.

The celebration of Oktoberfest started in Germany as a wedding
celebration in 1810, when Princess Therese® married to the Bavarian
Crown Prince Ludwig® . The purpose of the celebration was two-fold®.
First, it was to give thanks for the past years crops, and secondly, to
share in the joy of the marriage with family and friends. It became an
annual event that ran from mid-September to early October.

From sina.com.cn, Dec. 01, 2006
#iAE=F NOTES

1. Oktoberfest n. EEFERRHBHEVERAERREMELZYH. X
A HMAER AW BE 6 R, EI0ANSE-INEAHZES
R, WABE AERES ARD AHLRHRE RKRWME R
L, WARERHBBERELT . LRBESPAMBEAST .

2. Catholic-dominated Munich XEHFITHWERR

3. rowdiness n. PR HEB, 2. rowdy adj. MR ER AN
aLE

4. knock sth back FR{RIBH (FEE). knock sb back E/RAHEA—K
ERIERAKREZ—#.

5. trendiest R trendy adj. WM ;T EH n. Z2HEHA ;T
2N

6. throw fashion to the wind FAEFEREHE. Hif cast/hurl to the
wind ERAHFEFER,. T2AHHMB LT =40 0. go to the wind F
REBEIEXE HE.

7. don v. (IE3X)to put clothes, etc. on $# ;T L H

8. dirndl RHEEZHUHKELR E—HAMNNERTRENEELDSKR
MEMEEHRERS, EELTHINETAREYHRE—-ZFR
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£ A%, dirndl apron 345 FEE.

9. floral motifs {EFFEE

10. plunging neckline (LM, X V F8; FEREBITRAE.

11. lederhosen n. (PI/REHMILX B AMBEFOKEH

12. knee breeches & RBEHHEHE

13. Bavarian n. BEEFITEAGE) adj. BEEA T CEHTEALN

14. Wimbledon champion Boris Becke BREE®ER - N 7/R, T
19674 11 B 22 HE A 7ZEEE M Leimen, § 2R MERFEW i F
HE,

15. fortnight n. FHEM

16. heiress n. THERA ;AKX

17. pint n. BRE(EEBMN.A1/8ME . EXEHE 0.568 7+, EXH
#3%70.473 7). a pint of beer — T LA FEE) .

18. throng v. B4 ;M E;#ia. throng with sb/sth, be thronged with
sb/sth BB EHFWA KES.

19. Euro n. ERJT

20. fairground n. FEHESMGHF.BXTH

21. Princess Therese FEIFAFE

22. Bavarian Crown Prince Ludwig BHEF T EFRBRERSE. GREE
X B ERESA 1.

23. two-fold adj. XEM, HFIAR4 AL . WIMKFERE B8 . M.

a8 4 PATTERNS

1. They will knock back 6.1 million litres of beer, roughly equivalent to
one litre per person.

A AP equivalent MAHY T, FEHK to B4, B TEE#

AL ENMEAAGEERE AERAED, LUREHA .

2. The Oktoberfest is also a time when Munich, one of the wealthiest
and trendiest cities in Germany, suddenly throws fashion to the
wind.

R AARARMEEN, ETAR time, XF X EER, ¥ ¥ H

KBBAARENBERREEEXANMEE, W: The Spring
Festival is a time when Chinese people have a family reunion(3§

FEPEARERRHHZ.)
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B—-ERERF— R, EEBEEIBEE “Ozapft is” FFRT).
RIEWEMNEWEMHER 31 AL EM 75 MBS AR,

SEHRBEY L EMRBNEARERZI N IH”. RN LFA
T 55 B4y, A% 7.50 BRIt (9.50 £m) . A . FUXFEASEBREMRA
M HEEE.
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EENTAEERZENEELERONT, AMEESFHHIZH, 10
RENRE—&.KEBR BE. UXRENOHERZH. HEXRAA
4% H 82— happy MfED. RERENR, T LI £ FOHE party !
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Birthday party (4 H party) . H ¥ 16,18,21 S B FEE . XA E=
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Bachelor/bachelorette party (B8 53X /¥ 5 3 Bf party) . i HEFT BB A1
AEFW RN, — RS IR AR 3 5 W&, Jo #E 5 B2 47 1938 &7 Strip-
per(KBLIRRHE.

Housewarming party: N ¥l FBRE ‘BB FFH", —RERT
PRUBTI . AHFEMASKK.

Baby shower (BJL¥EAL) : BRAR M "B FFWH”, HL®A baby
WAHK, RHEBB YR IFE Party.

Farewell party (R%2) :ENAZEE, §ALBNETF, —REXA
Y e Pizza T .

Holiday party(f H party) : 1 #5 Fourth Of July, Christmas, New
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BRAKEREXKR ALY, 5%,

Surprise party (5 party) : AKX B Z ¥ F,. KSR IFEANLH  #
K HATEETH, Party EA—-BBLERANE  BHRBAAGZERAENR S
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The History of Valentine’s Day'

By Anonymous

BA-HELHREALLLEREH, TA - AL
CHRLLERANE, RRA-HEHHRRALLERLET, H
AT R, AR B b RIRA B, AMNARE L. “2 A 1488
A g d kT

Every February, across the country, candy, flowers, and gifts are
exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But
who is this mysterious saint’ and why do we celebrate this holiday? The
history of Valentine’s Day — and its patron saint — is shrouded® in
mystery. But we do know that February has long been a month of ro-
mance. St. Valentine's Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges' of
both Christian and ancient Roman tradition. So, who was Saint Valen-
tine and how did he become associated with this ancient rite?°

One legend contends® that Valentine was a priest who served during
the third century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius’ II decided that
single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he
outlawed® marriage for young men — his crop of potential soldiers.
Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree,’ defied" Claudius and
continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When
Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to
death.

Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for at-
tempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons where they
were often beaten and tortured.

According to one legend, Valentine actually sent the first
’valentine’ greeting himself. While in prison, it is believed that Valen-
tine fell in love with a young girl — who may have been his jailor’s"
daughter — who visited him during his confinement. * Before his death,

it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which he signed 'From your Val-
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entine,’ an expression that is still in use today. Although the truth be-
hind the Valentine legends is murky,' the stories certainly emphasize
his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic, and, most importantly, romantic
figure. It’s no surprise that by the Middle Ages'', Valentine was one of
the most popular saints in England and France.

While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the middle
of February to commemorate™ the anniversary of Valentine’s death or
burial — which probably occurred around 270 A.D — others claim that
the Christian church may have decided to celebrate Valentine’s feast

*1¢ celebra-

day in the middle of February in an effort to ‘christianize
tions of the pagan' Lupercalia festival.'® In ancient Rome, February
was the official beginning of spring and was considered a time for puri-
fication. Houses were ritually cleansed by sweeping them out and then
sprinkling" salt and a type of wheat called spelt throughout their interi-
ors. Lupercalia, which began at the ides® of February, February 15,
was a fertility” festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of agricul-
ture, as well as to the Roman founders Romulus and Remus. #

To begin the festival, members of the Luperci, an order of Roman
priests, would gather at the sacred cave where the infants Romulus and
Remus, the founders of Rome, were believed to have been cared for by
a she-wolf or lupa. The priests would then sacrifice a goat, for fertility,
and a dog, for purification.

The boys then sliced the goat’s hide into strips, dipped them in the
sacrificial blood and took to the streets, gently slapping both women
and fields of crops with the goathide strips. Far from being fearful, Ro-
man women welcomed being touched with the hides because it was be-
lieved the strips would make them more fertile in the coming year. Lat-
er in the day, according to legend, ali the young women in the city
would place their names in a big urn.” The city’s bachelors would then
each choose a name out of the urn and become paired for the year with
his chosen woman. These matches often ended in marriage. Pope Gela-
sius declared February 14 St. Valentine’s Day around 498 A.D. The
Roman ’lottery’ system for romantic pairing was deemed un-Christian
and outlawed, Later, during the Middle Ages, it was commonly be-
lieved in France and England that February 14 was the beginning of

« 7 .



birds’ mating season, which added to the idea that the middle of Febru-
ary — Valentine’s Day — should be a day for romance. The oldest
known valentine still in existence today was a poem written by Charles,
Duke of Orleans to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of
London following his capture at the Battle of Agincourt.? In Great
Britain, Valentine’s Day began to be popularly celebrated around the
seventeenth century. By the middle of the eighteenth century, it was
common for friends and lovers in all social classes to exchange small to-
kens of affection or handwritten notes. By the end of the century, prin-
ted cards began to replace written letters due to improvements in print-
ing technology. Ready-made cards were an casy way for people to ex-
press their emotions in a time when direct expression of one’s feelings
was discouraged. Cheaper postage rates also contributed to an increase
in the popularity of sending Valentine’s Day greetings. Americans prob-
ably began exchanging hand-made valentines in the early 1700s. In the
1840s, Esther A. Howland® began to sell the first mass-produced valen-
tines in America.

From http.//www. history. com/content / valentine / history-of-val-

entine-s-day
BRI B NOTES

1. Valentine’s Day AW, XBZERLEY . EBFW2ZH 4 H, W
HFHEGENHZ—., BAEX—KREE RN HWRME AUEXE

2. saint n. ZEHE.FE AN, :He is a saint in her sight. (4b7Eth.{ B vp &
EAND

3. shroud vi. [, B3 . A face shrouded by a heavy veil. (FJ &
mYEER D

4. vestige n. &k, IR RA, 0. There is not a vestige of truth in
what he says. (fl fF i 9 A — IR HiE.)

5. rite n.  UE, AL, IE,BH,2LFER A customary rite or cere-
mony. { — IR J B LAY LK)

6. contend vt. BPeFEI,FFLYI[+ (that)], i: The police conten-
ded that the difficulties they faced were too severe. (3258 J& 5 /7]
e R MERET )
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i1.
12.
13.

14.

16.
17.
18.
19,

20.
21.

Claudius 11 B EFEBFHF (NI 213—270), HB7E LR B B 4E § bt A
(ATC 268—270) BRAEX A FHENH I RR.MEKRED LHFEW
THT TR T — R S,

. outlaw vt. E4& I, : The government will outlaw the rebels

unless they surrender immediately. (Bg3E R R4 Fr BI85, 5 W) B
FHERBITARRZE.)

. decree n. 4,8k, XH .M. This decree has the force of law be-

hind it. (X—REBFEEAIBESE D

. defy vt. The black population is defying curfew and repression.

(RABREERAR™MEE.)

jailor n. BTHERBHA BRE

confinement n. (%) W% , & F imprisonment

murky . SEEM,.PHKN.EE2H, X EOEEMY T uncertain,
unclear, il ; She had a decidedly murky past. (JB S EH S AR
BAE.D

the Middle Ages FHt40 (K24 TT 476 SF—AJT 1453 46), REK# 7
FEEH—IHR(ERRER . AP IFEKT (AT 476 £IHA
FhE.EHAEEN HEHE SREBUNONE BRI XZE XN
(AR M PIZR A EXHLMMP oI, “hite”—@EMN
ISHEREMMAXEXEFLEERS. X B RRMRAE— 1R
AIMBEBOESER . HRIBTRFEOE: SRBERETHE
REH AREFEEZEREFEHES T, FLUPHLRFTHLHYR
MEREERREBEA.EXELAAXERHMXHAST L REH
BEGKBEH.

. commemorate vt. #07&, il: This memorial commemorates those

who died in the war. (XELERELEEFTHABEER.)
Christianize vt. EREER

pagan n. R, EFHENE XEEERGEES O HMhEGE.
Lupercalia festival o & 5 H# My

sprinkle vt. W, 8 &, %, 5%, . Grandma sprinkle the flowers
with water. (B KWAERE L)

idesn. [ 5] nones Z/558/A\H

fertility n. BB, EH, & 7 J, M. The fertility of the soil has
been greatly improved by the use of pesticides. (+iRHiFR HHF
RES1 K.



22. Romulus and Remus &N NMIIR T DN EH EF DWIEH
TR AERF, R Mars) ZF, FZRWIL, 5% Remus #
Romulus fF 4,

23. urn n. £,fI.

24. the Battle of Agincourt EEBEREFT-REEUILHZHRE,
mHE R 1415 4 10 A 25 H, X — X #FRYE Saint Crispin’s Day,

25. Esther A. Howland (1828—1904): EE ¥ RFMLHE A, F ¥ K1
AFRFELRTRAGTR.

M H Y PATTERNS

1. But we do know that February has long been a month of romance.

A% APK do RRGRA, AR EIFIES)RE know.

2. Later, during the Middle Ages, it was commonly believed in France
and England that February 14 was the beginning of birds’ mating sea-
son, which added to the idea that the middle of February —
Valentine’s Day — should be a day for romance.

A KA E T4 R it was commonly believed, a1 it EERX FiE, H

EMEIFR believe FEM A NE, B— LB H EEN, M
123X AN F 1 M A) R, which B 5] 5 89 & — A~ e R & A9 2 18 ) i-
dea f5 K that 575 F BN ER— A RIALEMNA.

i 4% 41t TRANSLATION

HATIRhE

O xT&k

BE2A . 2EEHMEABUZRART A XEMLHRER S
REALY. BRXANMHREGEARE? B ARMNEKRTX T EE?
HAVHHEREQNTIH BEREMRAOXTZS. ROBAE=A
MRBEEME, HREA QAHEAZERATVHESEAEENLET S
oRRE. M2, ZRRTRMAKFA? hRIMRIXNHEHNAKER
fE—RHTR?

—HRERLATR—-AEMHEKNT SHAL. M. ZEHEHF R
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