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)) Passage 1

My surprise over the past few winters has béén the personality transformation
my parents go through around mid-—December as they change from Dad and Mom
into Grandpa and Grandma. Yes, they become grandparents and are completely
different from the people | know the other eleven and a haif months of the year.

The first sign of my parents’ change is the delight they take in visiting toy and
children’s clothing stores. These two people, who usually dislike anything having to
do with shopping malls, become crazy consumers. While they tell me to budget my
money and shop wisely, they are buying up every doll and dump truck in sight. And
this is only the beginning of the holidays!

When my brother’s children arrive, Grandpa and Grandma come into full form.
First they throw out all ideas about a balanced diet for the grandkids. While we were
raised in a house where everyone had to take two bites of corn, beets(F3), or liver
(foods that appeared quite often on our table despite constant complaining), the
grandchildren never have to eat anything that does not appeal to them. Grandma
" carries chocolate in her pockets to bribe (E#%) the littlest ones into following her
around the house, while Grandpa offers “surprises” of candy and cake to them all
day long. Boxes of chocolate—pie disappear while the whole—wheat bread gets hard
and stale. The kids love all the sweets, and when the sugar raises their energy levels,
Grandma and Grandpa can always decide to leave and do a bit more shopping or
- go to bed while my brother and sister-in-law try to deal with their highly active kids.

Once the grandchildren have arrived, Grandma and Grandpa also seem to forget
all of the responsibility lectures | so often hear in my daily life. If Mickey screams at his
sister during dinner, he is “developing his own personality”; if Nancy breaks
Grandma’s mirror, she is “just a curious child”. But, if | track mud into the house while
helping to unload groceries, | become “careless”; if | scold one of the grandkids for
tearing pages out of my textbook, | am “impatient”. If Paula talks back to her mother,
Grandma and Grandpa smile at her spirit. If | say one word about all of this excessive
love, Mom and Dad reappear to have a talk with me about petty jealousies.

b k.
i
" o



FEXSEAALT R

o JLE, B—ERIET (surprise: amazement, astonishment, shock) R
BT & I 4ME (personality: character, identity) # 3 (transformation: change, shift),
LEt kAR 12 B4, MATHR B8R (change: become) TH#AEF. R, MIIRT
HRBEE, MEZE 11 MEARIRBHNRXEBELLRE (different: distinct) T .

B RAEZIKE AR (sign: mark, token) FhEAAIZENFYE (visit: sightsee)
R 5 JLERRG (clothing: garment) B (store: shop) i BT R BLH K I E 1] (delight: joy,
pleasure ). iIX B H 9 K (dislike: hate ) £F17 5 #I¥ (shop: buy, purchase) &% (mall:
department store) HXRFEHIN, TAEMER TMITH (crazy: frantic, mad) k&

(consumer: buyer, shopper). BARMAINTIERERE M (wisely: brightly, smartly) %
HE (budget: arrange, organize, schedule) HEHF X 5WY, BRMIIACHETT
LB E (in sight: in view, in vision) FIEHE (dol) MEHKAE K%, HFHXERELRKR
#i (holiday: vacation) HFF44 (beginning: start)!

L5 KT K (arrive: reach) Btk , 358 FH 53 & #E# H % (come into full form:
energetic). H 5%, Mfi1&H#hFF (throw out: get rid of, give up) BT & X #FH &5 1 ¥

(balance) th®& (diet: food) ME (idea: concept, opinion, thought). T, ZERAN
#IEFF (raise: feed, foster, rear) BAR, BATEAMNARBEZ —FHOEXK. HRBRER
FF (REBRAIIEE (constant: continuous, regular) #12% (complain: moan), {H&IiX
A YA E HIM (appear: emerge, occur, present) ZE4RE E, HE, XD FIIHM
KA DM (eat: have, take) FLXTMAIREHE M7 (appeal: attraction, charm) %
B IR OSEEEITR S, AL (bribe: attract) /MK TIRE (follow:
pursue) ME TH, MFFNEBRAERMEBRESL I TIIERK (offer: bring, provide,
supply) “H¥”. —AANGEHHTFHIERT (disappear: eat up, vanish), Tisis
HAHZRE (hard: crisp, firm, rigid). TFH (stale) T. BETFMNERFEESR (sweet:
sugar), 3 H, 7EHER (sugar: sweet) #58 (raise: enhance, reinforce, strengthen)
T B35 51 Cenergy: force, power) B, 3545 043 4538 % 7T LLR X (decide: choose,
determine) ®H, EXEZHIRAMREEK, W& LEAKE, MTROAFNETFRER IR
#l (deal with: look after) {17t # B (active: energetic, vigorous) #7F-. '

—HHFMRT, F50BTHHEIAFE (seem: appear, look) &ig (forget:
disremember) THrFREX (daily: everyday) £ #IT 2B HF (responsibility: duty,
obligation) llli# (lecture: discipline). WRXAFEMZIR (dinner: meal) X4t i ok ik
WA (scream: cry, shout, yel), fREt#INARTE “HE3F (develop: grow) i H A
H”: WMREHFITHT HPHNET (mirror), BERBIANR “RE - IFAH (curious)
ZF7. B2, ZERE (unload: unburden) #% (grocery) B, WMHRBEEL (mud:
clay, dirt) #i#t (track: leave) B¥F, BME#iIANRE “HLKXE (careless: reckless)”;
MBERAAEPH—ANDTFHE (tear: rip) TRBEAKIJLELTMINFK (scold: blame,
criticize, reproach) f#, M A “EA MM (impatient: anxious, intolerant)”.
RRP S5 EETME (talk back), FFMTTMESER (smile) BB BES (spirit:




F—#5 RiEgE

courage). WIRBX XTI (excessive: extreme, unreasonable) EH R aMHiA, B
LR ESHRMBRLRA DI (jealousy: envy) ZL.

» Passage2

More surprising, perhaps, than the current difficulties of traditional marriage is the
fact that marriage itself is alive and thriving. As Skolnick notes, Americans are a °
marrying people: relative to Europeans, more of us marry and we marry at a younger
age. Moreover, after a decline in the early 1970s, the rate of marriage in the United
States is now increasing. Even the divorce rate needs to be taken in this pro-marriage
context: some 80 percent of divorced individuals remarry. Thus, marriage remains, by
far, the preferred way of life for the vast majority of people in our society.

What has changed more than marriage is the nuclear family. Twenty-five years
ago, the typical American family consisted of a husband, a wife, and two or three
children. Now, there are many marriages in which couples have decided not to have
any children. And there are many marriages where at least some of the chiidren are
from the wife's previous marriage, or the husband’s, or both. Sometimes these
children spend all of their time with one parent from the former marriage; sometimes
they are shared between the two former spouses (E2{&) .

Thus, one can find the very type of family arrangement. There are marriages
without children; marriages with children from only the present marriage; marriages
with “full-time” children from the present marriage and “part—-time” children from
former marriages. There are stepfathers, stepmothers, half-brothers, and
half-sisters. It is not all that unusual for a child to have four parents and eight
grandparents! These are enormous changes from the traditional nuclear family. But
even so, even in the midst of all this, there remains one constant: most Americans
spend most of their adult lives married.

AEXSERRCTEWN

Wi, 888 (traditional: conventional) &8 (marriage) A HATHI T EH
(difficulty: trouble), {BHIXE £ AtRIFH (surprising: shocking) EIEMHA & 2 Fil
i& 71 (alive: energetic) 53£BE (thriving) FIiX—FE L. [Fin s XI/RET TR (note: say,
speak), XEAREREBEREFHRE: SERM AL (relative), BATHHEIKEHA
SR, HEBKNERRMD. TH, 2it 20 e 70 £V — K THEE (decline:
drop) /&, B ML EEIEAE RS EF. 78 = B A 118 7 (context: condition, situation)
T, BI{EK B4 (divorce) b EE (take in: consider) # %, RIIBL XK KL 80%
BdEAOANEEBEG. BHit, BEHNIE, e EREHEOAKRE, SHENAREAN
HIEK (preferred: enjoyable) £iFH R .




&) MBA. MPA. MPAcc BX% ZEiEFIEIEMR 100 RSP

B 285 4 A8 4k T8 Ok B B 40U (nuclear) 5K BE . 25 4E 3T, #23) f4 (typical: representative)
EZEFKEHRLR. EFHHAR=ANETFHM (consist of: compose of). BE, &iE
EEUYZRAREANENE. EFSENY, 2OFRBETFTEAREFUNESEEN,
BEARXKRURSGBEN, BEARVFTUNEASEEBEN. AN, XEETFEMYUITH
RFERGF—RETE, AERRZFUBIA (former: previous) X REERRERE.

Fik, AMTLLRE—FMEEHREHESE (arrangement: rank) FR. HFHRBHAN
BANE; BARNBRERERESBERNNE: EFNALHE LW EMRAELEER N
BE—R, SoNBEMUNEEENNE—RE. XEREFHEHL (stepfather). 4
BMEXFE. AFXRNHEK. T, —METFHEFE 4 ~MRE. 8 MEAXEER
AR AE (unusual: abnormal, rare), XA K& OKER XKEFKE X (enormous:
tremendous) ZFfk. BEIEW, EFRAXLEFLZH (midst: middle), REF—4
R EBLERTE (constant: lasting): KEHEEBREARN LREBHRPELK.

»

A person may have an idea about himself that will prevent him from doing good
work. He may have the idea that he is not capable of it. A child may think he is
stupid because he does not understand how to make the most of his mental faculties,
or he may accept another person’s mistaken estimate of his ability. Older people
may be handicapped by the mistaken belief that they are incapable of learning
anything new because of their age.

A person who believes that he is incapable will not make a real effort, because
he feels that it would be useless. He won't go at a job with the confidence necessary
for success. He is therefore likely to fail, and the failure will strengthen his belief in
his incompetence.

Alfred Adler, a famous doctor, had an experience which illustrates this. When he
was a small boy he got off to a poor start in arithmetic. His teacher got the idea that he
had no ability in arithmetic and told his parents what she thought in order that they
would not expect too much of him. In this way, they too developed the idea, “Isn’t it too
bad that Alfred can’t do arithmetic?” He accepted their mistaken estimate of his ability,
felt that is was useless to try, and was very poor at arithmetic, just as they expected.

One day Adler succeeded in solving a problem which none of the other students
had been abie to solve. This gave him confidence. He rejected the idea that he
couldn’t do arithmetic and was determined to show them that he could. His new
found confidence stimulated him to go at arithmetic problems with a new spirit. He
now worked with interest, determination, and purpose, and he soon became
extraordinarily good at arithmetic.

This experience made him realize that many people have more ability than they
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