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A Brief Introduction

Wu Cheng (1249—1333) is one of the few great scholars in
Yuan Dynasty. This book mainly studies him on the philosophical
thoughts. The appendix further investigates carefully on Wu
Cheng’s biographical materials and the editions of his collected
works. This book holds that Wu Cheng receives his scholarship
from Zhu Xi’s doctrines, is diligent in writing works especially a-
bout the Confucian classics, which embodies fully the character of
valuing the “following the path of study and inquiry” in the School
of Zhu Xi. In philosophy, Wu Cheng mainly inherits the thoughts
of the Neo-Confucian in Song Dynasty especially Zhu Xi, while he
makes developments on some problems, either. For example, Wu
Cheng puts forward the view “Principle (Li) lies in Material force
(Qi)” which heralds the monism about Principle and Material
force in Ming Dynasty. As to teaching method, Wu Cheng insists
that “honoring the moral nature” for “following the path of study
and inquiry” , which is usually misunderstood to be inclined to Lu
Jiu-yuan or unite Zhu with Lu. In fact, *honoring the moral na-
ture” that Wu talks about is just the “concentration on one thing
and dwelling in seriousness” , which is the typical method of self-
cultivation in the School of Cheng and Zhu. All in all, not only in-
sisting on the standpoints of Zhu but also having less sectarianism,

Wu Cheng may be rated as a great thinker in his time.
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