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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864,

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more pecple read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced




QuESTIONS SEFORE REAGING

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?

‘Wheo were Annie and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use & gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

‘We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
RIEXE, —NEDHBAMNSEAHAT .

We left Tiverton early in the morning.
—RERNRBFT T #H28IR,

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses” heads.
LR, RIHTEERDLAEIRA,

They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
HIIMEASE, FREEER,

All the lands were owned by these two men, and
each received one half of the money got from
them.
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| was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time wouid come.
BAGRFEHRMERER BT, ERRAEENY
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I A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Introduction

Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens was born in 1812. He was thirty-one years old
and already a very successful novelist when A Christmas Carol
first appeared in 1843. By that time he had already written the
Pickwick Papers (1836-37) and the novels Oliver Twist (1838),
Nicholas Nickleby (1839) and The Old Curiosity Shop (1841).
But it had not been easy for Dickens to become the best-selling
writer in English in his time.

Charles was the son of a clerk in a government office. His
father spent too much, and like Mr Micawber in Dickens’s David
Copperfield written in 1849, he was sent to prison because he
owed money and could not pay it back. Caroline’s husband in
Chapter Four in this book is afraid of being sent to prison for
owing money to a man without mercy. Sending a man to prison
until he had paid the money he owed seems very silly to us
today, but it was the law in Dickens’s time. Perhaps Dickens’s
books helped to show the foolishness as well as the unkindness
of such treatment, since Dickens could make his readers not
only weep but laugh at foolishness. The result, for Charles

Dickens himself, of his father’s imprisonment was very bad.
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I A CHRISTMAS CAROL

He was twelve years old when his father went to prison, and
Charles himself had to go to work. It was very unpleasant work,
and the pay and conditions were very bad.

For us, Dickens’s early troubles have meant stories by a
writer who really knew poor people and the difficulty of their
lives. He understood them, and his books probably did more
than anything else to make life better for them.

After this book was printed and ready to be sold in time for
Christmas 1843, the writer had a short Christmas holiday and
enjoyed himself like Scrooge at Fred’s party in the last chapter
of this book. The book, in a red and gold hard cover, price five
shillings (twenty-five pence), was a great success. By Christmas
Eve the bookshops had sold six thousand copies, and orders
were coming in from all parts of the country. Lord Jeffrey wrote
to Dickens:

Blessings on your kind heart . . . you can be sure you have

done more good by this little book, caused more kind

feelings, and made more people give freely to help the poor
and suffering than all the words in churches.

Unfortunately the price of five shillings was high for a book
of the kind at that time, but the cost of printing and adding
coloured drawings was high too, so the amount Dickens himself
received was not great. ‘

Christmas in London in 1843

London in 1843 was a rather dirty town. The crowded houses
were heated by coal fires (like Scrooge’s office), and the smoke,
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| A CHRISTMAS CAROL

mixed with low cloud, made fogs far worse than they are today.
At the same time, if there was no fog and the smoke could rise,
cold weather brought cleaner air—there were no cars, trucks or
oil-fired engines—and snow was white and clean.

Before Christmas and on Christmas Day, people sang
carols, joyful songs with words like:

God rest you merry, gentlemen . . .
or:

Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat,

Please put a penny in the old man’s hat.

It was a time for giving. People gave presents to their
children, and money and other help to the poor. Such help was
needed because people had not yet learnt to make the care of
the poor, the sick and the unfortunate a public duty. You have
an example in this book of two gentlemen trying to get money
from Scrooge, saying: “Many thousands are cold and have no
food, and many have no home to go to.”

Those who had enough money had a big family dinner after
coming home from church. A Christmas dinner is described in
this book: goose (or turkey for those with more money) with
vegetables, followed by Christmas pudding.
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