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Earth-Shaking Songs

Epic of Chinese Revolution



PREFACE

An epic is written with the blood of heroes and the sweat
of poets. The ‘“Earth-shaking Songs’’ record the history of
Chinese revolution written by the history-makers themselves
with their own sweat and blood. These poems may well be
said to be “the lliad” written by Achilles.

As Victor Hugo said in “La Légende des Siecles”, “Ces
poemes se passent I'un a l’autre le flambeau de la tradition
humaine,” (1) we may also say that these earth-shaking songs

pass on the flambeau of the tradition of Chinese revolution.

Two thousand years ago, a patriot tried to kill the first
Emperor of China with a sledge-hammer. Early in the
twentieth century, Qiu Jin wrote in her poem: “To kill the
tyrant | can’t strike a hammer blow.” Later, Zhou En-lai

sang of the “hammer blows’’ to shower on the warlords.

One thousand years ago, Su Dong-po wrote at the Red

Cliffs the following lines:

(1) These poems pass on the flambeau of the tradition of humanity.

Vi
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