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2 - CAMPUS ENGLISH

Will You Ever?

Anon

| don’t think you will
ever fully understand
how you’ve touched my life

and made me who | am.

| don’t think you could ever know
just how truly special you are

that even on the darkest nights

you are my brightest star.

I don’t think you could ever feel
all the love | have to give
and I’m sure you’ll never realize

you’ve been my will to live.

You are an amazing person
and without you | don’t know where I’d be.
Having you in life

completes and fulfills every part of me.
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Thomas Alva Edison

—TInventor

Thomas Alva Edison was a man of
wonderful ability had the good luck to be
born at a good time. In the period just after
the American Civil War, the United States
was growing, new lands were being settled
in the West, the population was increasing,
the railroads and the telegraph were joining
the different parts of the country together,
and conditions were right for the talents of a
man like Edison.

The Edison family had come to the
United States from Holland in the early part
of the 18th century. Later,the family moved
to Canada, and it was there that Thomas’s
father, Samuel Edison, married Nancy
Elliott®, a school teacher from a Scottish

family and the daughter of a minister. Samuel
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Edison took part in the Canadian Rebellion
1837 When this

rebellion failed, he made his way through

of against England.
wilderness country to Milan, Ohio. His
family joined him there, and it was there
that Thomas Alva,the youngest of Samuel’s
seven children,was born in 1847.

Edison was an unusually curious child.
Even at an early age, he loved to read and
make experiments. Because he was so
dreamy and quiet, a teacher once accused
him of being stupid. Edison’s mother was so
displeased by this remark that she took her
son out of school and never sent him back.
She took charge of his education herself and
taught him reading history, science, and
philosophy. Edison was a very quick reader,
and he remembered everything. Once he
got the idea of starting at the first shelf of a
large library and reading everything in it.
But, after reading through fifteen feet of
books, he gave up this ambition.

In order to earn money for books and
for his scientific experiments, Thomas sold
vegetables from the family garden. This

work did not bring in enough money, and
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so he began to sell newspapers and candy
on a train that ran between Port Huron,
Michigan,and Detroit. Soon he was able to
hire two other boys to sell vegetables for
him while he worked on the trains. Because
people were so eager for the latest news
about the Civil War which was then at its
height®, Thomas decided in February,
1862 ,when he was fifteen years old,to print
of his
Herald,in a baggage car of the train where

a newspaper own, the Weekly
he worked. Soon he was selling 800 copies
a week of this little paper. He used to send
bits of news to the stations along the way
before the train arrived, always saying that
the whole story could be ‘read in the
Weekly Herald. In this way, he encouraged
people to buy his newspaper: In four years
he earned two thousand dollars from this
business.

While he worked on the train, young
Edison continued his scientific experiments,
setting up a laboratory in the baggage car.
One day a stick of phosphorus fell to the
floor and set the car on fire. The conductor
of the train was so angry that he threw Tom
and all his equipment off the train at the
next station; he also struck Tom, causing a
permanent injury which later made him
deaf in the right ear.

One day, not long after he had started
his newspaper, Edison saw a child playing
on the tracks in front of a train. He jumped
off the station platform and snatched the

child from the wheels of the train. The
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offered to teach Tom to become a telegraph

father, who happened to

stationmaster, was so grateful
operator. He gave him lessons four days a
week after the station had closed for the
night, and in three weeks Edison was a
better telegrapher than his teacher. Then he
asked for work as a night operator of the
telegraph at Port Huron. He was only
sixteen and still very much interested in the
laboratory in/his parents’ house. Because
he spent so much of the day working on his
experiments, he was unable to stay awake
at night, and he soon lost his job as a
telegrapher.

Edison was sober and independent for
his age, but he was restless and very
careless in his dress. He began to wander
from city to city and from job to job.
Because his ideas were too strange to
please the men who hired him, they often
asked him to leave. During this time, he
worked in Indianapolis, Cincinnati ,Memphis,
and Louisville.

Later, Edison returned home and began
to work with something that interested him

very much , the telegraph . He and a friend

10 - CAMPUS ENGLISH

EX,BHEARCERE T —
TRIRF AN I, a1
16 %, EBLTHEXGELSE
W, HTMERMIBON
BAK, AZE T8 CEENERF
ATR,AAERTHR

S5ER#® AHELL, ZBER
ESRABETRIBX:,
X BR—TEHENFEERH
REIA. EXRERMKE, A— T
RS — MW, X T
B, XFFBINITE. BFAH
BETHER, ERMAARBK
HAREE, b E B RER,
XA, B EEERAR
EFERR.ZZFNESA
LREFHT TEIE

EX, ZHBERBRS,H
ATHREXENITIE—S
ko MMARE —EERRZE
RY—%BET . BEMILAK
BREANBREE, REE
BT, BR—K®L,—k4E



