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Abstract

In the existing statistical system in China, all the quantifiable achievements in the
construction of cultural undertakings and the development of cultural industry are taken
into account in terms of the national economic industry statistics and the national
standard statistics of culture and related industries, which are comprehensively embodied
as the unified cultural production statistic data. In recent years, with greater importance
attached to the development of cultural industry, the pursuit of the total increment of
the cultural industry becomes even more violent across the country, or even turned into
a new variant of the “Cult of GDP Gross” in the early years. At present, there is a
nationwide consensus on accelerating the transformation of economic development
pattern. While the proposal of the CPC Central Committee for the “ Twelfth Five-Year
Plan” puts forward a wide range of development indicators on the people’s livelihood,
the Plan explicitly lowers the GDP growth index. Consequently, it is reasonable and
logical to wonder whether changes should also be brought to the way of cultural
development. What are the indicators on earth for measuring the effect of cultural
development? Now that the “ Cult of GDP Gross” has been cast aside, how should we
eliminate “the pursuit of the total increment of cultural industry” ?

As the actual effectiveness of cultural production needs to be verified through
cultural consumption, the starting point and the ultimate goal of cultural construction
can be nothing but to meet the growing spiritual and cultural demands of the people.
Under the socialist market economic conditions, people’s “ demands” are mainly
embodied in the consumption demands; therefore consumption is bound to be the
ultimate dynamic of production. China has obtained a precious revelation from the
international financial crisis in recent years, namely, to boost domestic demand, to
expand consumption, and to improve the people’s livelihood under the socialist market
economic system with Chinese characteristics ought to be taken as a basic national
policy, which should be followed in the long term during the process of constructing
socialist economy with Chinese characteristics, culture and society with Chinese
characteristics. To improve the scientific development level in the cultural field, we

should always uphold the “people-oriented” idea, take the privilege of the people’s



livelihood and the priority of the balance as the basic principles, boost domestic cultural
demand, expand cultural consumption, improve people’s cultural livelihood, and fulfill
the promotion of the great development and great prosperity of the socialist culture on
the basis of enhancing the cultural demand of the people of the urban and rural areas.

After several years of researches, the Cultural Studies Center of Yunnan Academy
of Social Sciences puts forwards a “ Boom Evaluation System of China’s Cultural
Consumption Demand” , which adheres to the idea of “coordinated development” and
“balanced growth” and can be applied to measure and calculate the boom indexes of the
urban and rural cultural consumption demand across the whole nation, applying the
comparable indexes of the people’s cultural livelihood for the first time, to evaluate the
actual effectiveness of local cultural development, embodying the property of the
ultimate target detection. This system is based on various types of assessment results
calculated with the national statistical data, including the priority sequence of crosswise
compared boom indexes in China over the years and the fluctuation degree of
longitudinally compared boom indexes of each place within a number of years, thus,
the calculus commensurability and the numerical value comparability among places and
years are clear at a glance, and in addition, the assessment results can be repeatedly
verified.

The assessment illustrates that during the “ Tenth Five-Year Plan” period, the
national demand for cultural consumption had been increasing at a high speed, wherein
the urban cultural consumption growth was much higher than that of the rural areas,
and the urban-rural gap had been gradually expanded; since the “Eleventh Five-Year
Plan” period, the average annual growth rate of national cultural consumption and the
rural cultural consumption demand have decreased significantly, and the expansion of
urban-rural gap has been accelerated; based on the thorough investigation within nine
years since the “Tenth Five-Year Plan” period, it is quite clear that the urban and rural
cultural consumption demand growth rate lags behind the national economic growth,
the urban-rural income, and the total consumption growth, and it is particularly and
seriously pressed by the negative correlation effect of savings increase; in 2009, the
urban and rural cultural consumption demand in China rebounded significantly,
therefore the boom index also slightly rose, which had helped to turn around the
continuous declining trend that had lasted for three years.

By following the basic concept of the scientific outlook on development, keeping
to the fundamental tenet of the socialist cultural construction, abiding by the laws of the

socialist market economy, we should verify the increase of the cultural production in



terms of the test of the ultimate goal of cultural demand rise, and measure the actual
effectiveness of the cultural construction with the increase of the cultural demand of the
urban and rural residents, which ought to be the new concepts and the new thoughts of
promoting the cultural development in China, and first of all ought to be the basic
thoughts of the cultural industry development during the “ Twelfth Five-Year Plan”
period. At present, the countermeasures include: First, the public cultural service
mode should be innovated so that the cultural consumption can become part of the daily
consumption of urban and rural residents; Second, the social security ought to be
improved so as to break “the cultural demand’s negative correlation effect of savings
increase” ; Third, the transfer payments for direct cultural consumption subsidies should
be implemented to narrow the gap among urban-rural areas and different regions.
During the “ Twelfth Five-Year Plan” period, on the one hand, the good
coordination should be achieved between the growth in the cultural consumption
demand and the economic development together with the enhancement of the people’s
livelihood; on the other hand, the good correspondence should be achieved between
the development of the cultural industry in China and the growth of the national cultural
consumption demand. For these purposes, the evaluation system specially carries out
the expectation calculations of the coordinated growth between the economy together
with the people’s livelihood and the cultural consumption demand, and the synergistic
target between the growth of the cultural consumption demand and the production
development of the cultural industry, both in “ Twelfth Five-Year Plan” period, so as

to find out how the cultural industry of China can become a national pillar industry.
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